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oC Cele{tin]} wiſdom calms the mind, 
ee And makes the happineſs ſhe does not find.” 


JOHNSON, 


| i texfon is habitually 
| paramount, gives place but for a moment 
to the anarchy of the paſſions. 


| 5 
; 
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2 
5 Ellen rouſed herſelf from the temporary 
£ ohne that had ſeized her, and, riſing, 
returned with all the haſte in her power to 
| the houſe, 


„ 


Her abſence had already given occa- 
1 fon for ſurpriſe and inquiry; and Mary 
vol. 11. B | had 
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had ſuggeſted, as its probable cauſe, a fr 
well viſit to old Deborah. 


It had, however, been protracted until | 

had produced a conſiderable degree «ffi 
anxiety in the breaſts of thoſe who thought 
every moment of her abſence an hour. 


Mary and Sir William were about tf 
have come in ſearch of her, when, from tf 
_ windows of the room where they were, the 


ſaw her approach. They ran towards he © 
and Mary, in accents of ſolicitude, and SW * 
William in thoſe gf reproach, eagerly lM 
quired where ſhe had been. : : 
« With Deborah,” faid Ellen, and iſ * 
ſtantly the tone of her voice betrayed tl 
emotion which ſtill agitated her, and wii 
rc 


the diſcompoſure of her countenance, at 
the trembling of her limbs, made ſtill mo 
evident, 
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« Why, why would you go there?“ faid 


Mary; © that poor creature's gratitude 
was ſure to be too' much for you : how 
much better had it been that you had been 
playing and ſinging with us.” 


gn « will play and ſing with you now,” . 
aid Ellen, and in a hurried and fluttered 
1 manner haſtily ſat down to the harpſichord; 
ſhe touched the heys, but it was diſcord, 
ee or harmony, that ſhe produced. Every | 
ll ©y< was fixed upon her. Her father drew N 
bear with the extremeſt anxiety, and Sir 1 
William, who had kept cloſe to her from the | 
moment he had met her, ſaid, wich a tone of 
| chagrin and reproach, e this viſit to an old | 
| Wy man has ſtrangely diſcompoſed you.“ | 
1 | 
ung © 1 am indeed extremely diſcompoſed,“ 
returned ſhe ; and riſing, © my father, let 
| 1 me ſpeak to you.“ gy 


F Mr. Mordaunt, ftruck with a deadly 
"Wg fcar, though he knew not of what, put his 
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4 PLAIN SENSE, 


arm round her waiſt, ſhe had need of the. 


ſupport, and withdrew with her into another 
room. | 


There a ſeaſonable burſt of tears re- 
lic ved the almoſt burſting heart of Ellen: 


but recovered from this agitation, ſhe 


ſought to quiet, by a recital of every cir— 


cumſtance, the agonizing alarm that ſhe 


perceived had ſeized her father. The 


narrative, however, far from alleviating, in- 


creaſed every apprehenſion he had before 


felt: in it he thought he ſaw the wreck of 


Ellen's happineſs, and in her happineſs that 
of her reputation. He thought he ſaw the 
intended marriage with Sir William bro— 
ken, and broken from a revived paſſion for 


another man; a paſſion which ought to have 


been extinguiſhed for ever before ſuch a mar- 


riage had been thought of. But he knew not 


Ellen; he knew not, that the ſevereſt ſut- 
ferings for another, fearleſs for herſelf, 


could not turn her aſide from the pach of 


rectitude and reaſon, He ſaw her agitated, 
__ alarmed, 
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alarmed, and unhappy, and he diſtinguiſhed 
not the ſource from whence thoſe feelings 
aroſe, He could not hope that it was alone 
pity and fear for Henry that excited them. He 
remained ſilent and thunderſtruck, unknowing 
what to ſuggeſt, or what to adviſe. 


« Let me entreat you,” faid Ellen, © to 
go to Mr. Thornton; let him ſeek out the 
wretched Henry; let him, if poſtidle, both 
his deſperation, and lead him to patience.” 


te And Sir William !—Whart ſhall be faid 
to Sir William 2?” 


- 


ce I will tell him myſclf every thing.“ 
ce Tell him! What will you tell him?“ 


« All that has paſſed. I am ſure he will 


join in my commiſeration for the unhappy 
Henry.“ 


Mr. Mordaunt felt his fears ſubſide, 


and his hopes revive. So untoward a cir- 
bs: cumſtance,'? 
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6 PLAIN SENSE. 
cumſtance,” ſaid he, heſitating, © may, per- 


haps, excite in Sir William's mnd——” 


« Nothing but compaſſion ſurely ; how 
otherways can it affect Sir William? Have 


I ever diſavowed my affection to Henry? 


Have I ever pretended that I renounced 
him from any conſideration but that of 
duty? The circumſtance of to-night has 
not altered the grounds of that renuncia- 
tion ; it has not ſhaken the eſteem, the 
love I have for Sir William: they were 
not founded upon the abſence of Henry, 
but upon the good qualities and kind at- 
fections of Sir William. My deſigns and 
my ſentiment are unaltered. I will indeed 
confeſs that my happineſs 1s conſiderably 
leſſened. I had been taught to believe 
that Henry too had ſacrificed his firſt love 
at the ſhrine of filial duty. This belief 
did not form a motive for my own con- 


duct; but it contributed largely to the hap- 


pineſs I hoped to draw from it. I cannot 
be happr while Henry is ſo perfect y 
wretched, 
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wretched, and made ſo by me. But had I 
| known the true ſtate of his mind ſome 
months ago, ſhould I not ſtill have acted 
25 I have done? J was not to hold myſelf 
accountable to him ; and now I do know 
it, can it, ought it to have any influence 
on my actions?“ 


« My deareſt Ellen, you are every thing 
that a father can wiſh ; you are every thing 
you ought to be,” 


ee Go, dear Sir, go, and fend Mr. Thorn- 
ton in purſuit of our poor wanderer, and 
beg Sir William will come to me.“ 


The agony of ſuſpenſe and fear that Sir 
William had undergone during this con- 
verſation, no words can deſcribe; nor had 
the feclings of the reſt of the party been 
much leſs acute. On the return of Mr. 
Mordaunt they all crouded round him. 
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8 " PLAIN SENSE, 


« Don't be alarmed,—there 1s no harm, 
—Ellen has ſeen Henry, But go, my 
dear Sir Willa, go, and hear from her— 
ſelf all that has paſſed ; there is nothing to 
be regretted in the affair but the miſery of 
poor Henry.” 


e Seen Henry!“ repeated every voice, 
when Mr. Mordaunt pronounced theſe 


words. 


© Nothing to be regretted but the 


miſery of poor Henry !” ſaid Sir William, 


and ruſhed eagerly to the room into which 
Ellen had retired, 

She met him with her hand held out to 
him: „Come, my beſt friend, come, and 
with your kindneſs ſooth the agitation, 
that compaſſion for the unhappy Henry 
has excited.” 


«© Unhappy Henry !—Can he be called 
unhappy, Ellen, whoſe ſufferings make 
your 
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your eyes overflow? and for whoſe loſs the 
bitterneſs of your regrets robs even your 


bridal hour of happineſs?” 


_« Away with ſuch a thought,” ſaid the 
upright Ellen; „if my heart did not fink 


within me, if my whole frame were not 


diſcompoſed by having been witneſs of his 


diſtreſs, I - ſhould be unworthy of your 


eſteem or my own,— Henry was my firſt, 
and had not inſuperable obſtacles interpoſ- 
ed, would have been my only choice ; but 
when I bowed before thoſe obſtacles, it 


was in a full and perfe& ſenſe, without any 
mental reſervation, without any lurking 


hope whatever, that I ſaid T renounced 
him. With equal ſincerity, with equal 
ſingleneſs of heart, I have avowed, that 
your merits and your affections have made 
ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, that in 
conſenting to paſs the whole of my life 
with you, I believe I have ſecured a pure 
and rational felicity for the remainder of 
my days. The circumſtance of this night, 

EO TO though 
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though it has clouded the ſerenity of my 
mind, has made no alteration in its ſen— 


vour wife with the ſame deſires, with the 
ſame ſatisfaction, the ſame affections, and 
the ſame hopes, that I ſhould have given 
you my hand yeſterday.” | 


© In ſuch an aſſurance you ſeem to give 
me all that IJ can aſk; yet, how far ſhort is 
ſuch a modified regard, of che ardent and 
excluſive love I bear you.” 


« Be aſſured,” cried Ellen fervently, 
ce that no love can be more excluſive than 
mine, if you mean to confine the ſenſe of 
that word to the love that a wife ought to 
bear her huſband ; if indeed you extend it 
to all the ſolicitudes of friendſhip, or family 
affection, know, that I never felt ſuch a 
love am incapable of feeling ſuch a love; 
and if I were conſcious of any tendencies 
towards it, I ſhould think I ought to re- 
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preſs them—I can feel. a E 18 1 
cannot feel an excluſive one.“ 


« You never felt ſuch a love?“ 


« No.—And the engagements that now 
ſubſiſt between us is a proof of it. Had 
not a parent, had not my friends, had not 
my duties, had each their ſhare in my 
heart, would thoſe ties ever have been 
broken, upon the diſſolution of which, thoſe 


that now ſubſiſt between you and me have 


been founded.“ 


« Oh! may I be able,” cried Sir Wil- 
ham, tenderly embracing her, © to connect 
an ardent, if not an excluſive love for me, 


with all the energies of ſuch a character, 
then ſhall I be the moſt bleſt of men.” 


« Doubt not but you will do ſo—did I 
believe otherways, no conſideration what- 
ever would induce me to become your 
wite,” 

B 6 Sir 


_ Henry's influence over the mind of Ellen, 
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Sir William had then patience to liſten 
to the circumſtances of Henry's ſudden ap- 
pearance, and as ſudden departure, He 
liſtened, but certainly with no compaſion 
correſponding to that felt by the relator; 
for, as he had a deeply-rooted fear of 


ſo he was not without a feeling towards him 
ſomething reſembling hatred. 


Ellen, though ſhe told all the truth, 
avoided, from a ſentiment of delicacy, to 
preſs upon Sir William's obſervation the 
extent of Henry's wretchedneſs, and the 
ſenſe ſhe had of it ; and Sir William, though 
he ſhrunk from every particular that re- 
preſented Ellen as tenderly touched for 
Henry, ſhewed an eager curioſity after the 
moſt minute circumſtance that had paſſed ; 
he ſought to draw ſomething like cenſure 
of the vehetnence Henry had diſcovered 
from the lips of Ellen : But this he ſought 
for in vain; the accents of the pureli 
ſincerity were ever on thoſe lips; nor did any 

6 e imagined 
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imagined refinement of feeling ever betray 
her into the wanderings of duplicity, and 
ſhe felt only the moſt lively and tender 
compaſſion for the ſorrows of Henry. She 
knew ſhe had herſelf been deceived as to 
the ſtate of his mind, and had no doubt 
but that equal deceit had been practiſed to- 
wards him, though the nature of the falſ- 


bood was probably different. She could 


impute his indiſcreet appearance, his vehe- 
mence, and his diſtraction, only to his having 
been kept defignedly in ignorance of the 
real ſituation in which ſhe had been for ſome 
time paſt, and from 1ts having at, length 
reached him in its full extent, and in fo 
ſudden a manner, as to ſuſpend for a time 


all the reſtraint of reaſon and of prudence ; 


all blame, therefore, was far from her mind, 


and never was anxiety more painful than that 


ſhe felt on his account. 


Mr. Thornton at length returned, He 
informed her, that he had traced Henry 
back to his chaiſe, which (his ſervants not 


having 
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14. PLAIN SENSE. 


quitted it until he returned ; that having 


fugitive, under the guidance only of his 


ſuffering for her, fixed a pain in her heart, 


tender parcipitation in her ſorrows by Sir 


dreaded ; but ſhe beheld him with re- 
gret and apprehenſion, gloomy and ſilent. 
His attentions towards her wore rather the 


having received any orders from him) had 
waited at the parſonage, from the moment he 


put himſelf into it he had been driven back to 
the next inn, where changing horſes, he 
had again purſued his journey, evidently 
with a deſign to eſcape as ſoon as he could 
from a place which overwhelmed him with. 
recollections he was unable to bear. 


Ellen could not hope to hear any thing 
more conſolatory; yet the idea of Henry, a 


ungoverned paſſions, flying from her, and 
that no conſiderations on the rectitude of 
her own conduct, or the probable proſpect 
of happineſs before her could remove: Her 


beſt balm would have been a frank and 


William. It would have been, on his part, 
the ſureſt means of avoiding the evil he 


all 
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air of ſuſpicion than of tenderneſs, and 
ſeemed to ſuggeſt to her the propriety of 
concealing feelings, which ſhe could not 
but conſider, not only as unavoidable, but 
laudable. 


The evening wore away with little ſatiſ- 
faction on any ſide, and Ellen retired to her 
apartment with a fear for the peace of her 
future life; which not the ſudden appearance 
of Henry, not thoſe recollections that it had 
awakened in her, but the diſpoſitions which 
it ſeemed to have betrayed in Sir William 
had impreſſed on her mind. 


When Ellen appeared at breakfaſt the 
next morning her countenance wore an 
air of thoughtfulneſs, which no one in her 
preſent circumſtances could reprove; but 
ſhe had endeavoured, as much as poſſible, 
to baniſh all ſadneſs from it. The gay af- 
fection that ſparkled in Sir William's eyes, 
and the ardent love with which they were 
darted towards her, did more in one inſtant 
oY towards 
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towards producing this effect, than all her 
reflections and reſolutions, formed through 
a ſleepleſs night, had been able to accompliſh, 


« Forgive, my deareſt love, forgive,” 


ſaid Sir William, © all that laſt night might 


look like diſtruſt, or diſcontent, on my 
part. My feelings might perhaps condemn, 
but my judgment wholly acquitted you; 
and who will wonder that knows the real 
value of my Ellen's heart, that a fear, how- 


ever unjuſtly founded, that it was not 


wholly mine, ſhould overwhelm me with 
ſadneſs?” 


„ My dear Sir William, only do your- 


ſelf juſtice, and you will never have any 


fear concerning my heart that can give you 
a moment's uneaſineſs.“ ok 


Sir Willam, delighted, embraced her, 


and Ellen's almoſt loft hope, that the road 


which her reaſon had pointed out to her, 
as fare to lead to happineſs, began to revive. 
The 
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The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Mr. Thornton: Mrs. Thornton and her 
daughter attended their beloved Ellen to 
church, and there they parted. The pain 
of chis parting ſcene was mitigated on all 
ſides by a firm protniſe on the part of the 
Thorntons, that many months ſhould not 
elapſe before they viſited Berkſhire, 


Charlotte accompanied her ſiſter, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordaunt, and their eldeſt 
daughter, were to join them at Oakley in 
bout a month. | 
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CHAT. 1h 


« Patience, ſover eign o'er tranſmuted ill.“ 


JOHNSON, 


To Oakley Ellen began her journey; 
but in the ſituation of this country reſi- 
dence of Sir William's, there was one cir- 
cumſtance, that ſince the adventure of the 
preceding day, Ellen had adverted to with 
pain. 


Oakley was ſituated ſcarcely half a mile 
diſtant from the ſmall houſe belonging to 
Lord Villars, to which he had retired on 
the death of his ſon, It was not the uſual 
reſidence of the family, but ſhe knew it was 

a fayorite 
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a favorite ſpot with Henry, and a place to 
which he frequently reſorted, to purſue the 
ſports of the field: ſhe could not hope that 
he would ſoon be able to ſee her with the 
compoſure, without which he ought not to 
ſee her at all; and ſhe felt hurt at being 
the cauſe of baniſhing him from a place, 
where, in the preſent ſtate of his mind, he 
might probably have found the moſt eligible 
relief from the diſtraction and regrets that 
| preyed upon his heart, She feared his re- 
ſource might be again to quit England, and 
in this continued eftrangement from his 
country and family, ſhe forefaw a probable 
change in his character, and manner of 
thinking, extremely to the diſadvantage of 
his happineſs and principles; ſhe knew him 
formed to be an uſeful and active member 
of ſociety, capable of fulfilling, wich honor 
to himſelf and advantage to others, any 
civil or political duty which his rank in 
life, or the circumſtances of his country, 
might call him to. To have him waſte his 
exiſtence in wandering from one foreign 
| court 
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court to another, diſtant from every domed. rior 
tic and every national connexion, a prey to mat 
uſeleſs repining, or the victim of frivolous ſtan 
pleaſures, was an idea that filied her mind his 
with the moſt painful ciſquietude, a dif. ed, 
quietude that aroſe almoſt |;cyond endurance, OW! 
when ſhe ventured to aſk herſelf the queſtion, tho 
e What has driven him to this?“ ard 
| pol 

Sir William obſerved, with chagrin, her any 
anxiety, and the ſolicitude with which ſhe nef 
deſired to hear ſomething of Henry; but in of 
every other particular he had reaſon to think of 
himſelf the moſt fortunate of men. has 
| 3 Ne 
The charms of Ellen's perſon and con- be! 
verſation, the ſweetneſs of her temper, and on 
the unfeigned affection that her every ac- MW 
tion manifeſted towards him, left him nothing El 
to with, had he known how to have regulated A0 


his wiſhes by the rule of reaſon. 


But, in fact, Sir William was neither rea- 
ſonable nor amiable. Under all the exte- 
| rior 
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rior graces that a pleaſing perſon, paliſhed 
manners, and a good and cultivated under- 
ſanding could beltow, he was vehement in 
his temper, and, when thoroughly provok- 
ed, implacable. Laviſh in purſuit of his 
own gratifications, niggardly in promoting 
thoſe of others; he loved Ellen with all the 
ardency of paſſion; but he loved her as a 
poſſeſſion, in which he could not bear that 
any other hould have a ſhare. The mild- 
neſs Of her manners, and the reaſonableneſs 
of her conduct, with the complacent ſtate 
of mind that belongs to a ſucceſsful lover, 
had preſerved him during his reſidence in 
Northumberland from every poſſibility of 
betraying his natural diſpoſition, and with- 
out deſigning to practiſe any deception, Sir 
 Willkam Ackland, in the firſt months of 
Ellen's knowledge of him, and Sir William 
Ackland during the reſt of his life, were two 
men, of diſtinct and ſeparate characters. 


It was, however, only ſlowly, and by de- 
grees, that the true and unamiable character 


WAS 
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was diſcloſed to the unwilling obſervation gf 
Ellen; and it was not until every doubt wa 
done away, in the moſt calamitous certainty, 
that Ellen would allow herſelf to believe 
that the man who could appear reaſonable 
obliging, kind and generous, was, 1n truth, 
unperſuadeable, harſh, violent, and ſelf, 
But the diſcovery was not yet made—the 
preſent hour was all harmony, and the 
brighteſt proſpects opened before her. 


She was joined by the family, from Groh) 
Manor, at the time appointed; and ſhe learned 
with a ſatisfaction that baniſhed all fades 
from her mind, that Henry had ſignifi 
his deſign to his father of taking up is 
abode in England; he was at preſent e- 
gaged in making an excurſion to the Notti 
of Scotland, but he had promiſed to jai 
his father at the Park at Chriſtmas. 


In truth, however vehement and refile 
Henry might have been, while his mind vi 


divided between hope and fear, and whil 
inactin 
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ination on his part might be acceſſary to 


recovered from the paroxyſm of gricf and 
deſpair, into which the conſummation of 
his misfortune had thrown him, than he 
rouſed all the faculties of his mind to bear 
with the conſtancy and dignity of a rational 
creature, griefs that no impatience or extra- 
vagance could in any way leſſen. 


Of Ellen's perſon and Ellen's character 
he was enamoured. He looked around, 
and in his idea ſaw nothing equal to her 
on earth ; and-he felt that, however impelled 
by paſſion, or miſled by fancy, he might in 
any future hour be tempted to form a tem- 


that there was no other whom the ſanction 
1 of his judgment could allow as worthy to 
| ſucceed Ellen in his affections as a wife 3 
leaſt of all could the frivolous, the incon— 
ſequent Lady Almeria be worthy ; he con- 
ſidered her too as the efficient cauſe that 


other 
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the loſs of his happineſs, he had no ſooner 


porary engagement with another woman, 


had ſeparated him from Ellen; and it to 


24 PLAIN SENSE, 


other women he were indifferent, to Lady 
Almeria he was abhorrent. 


{ 

But in reſolving that no conſideration K 

ſhould ever compel him to accept of her as fa 
a wife, he wiſhed to ſoften the obduracy of 
his oppoſition to his father's will as much as 

poſſible. It was in this light that he turned as 

with diſapprobation from the idea that had by 

once appeared ſeducing to him, of living ” 

like a vagabond upon earth, wandering from 1 

place to place, and finding no where a home. : 

0 

c J have a home, I have a family, I have be 

a country,” ſaid he: © deareſt Ellen! with : 

e 


what delight, animated by your approba- MW 
tion, ſhould I have endeavoured to have en 
fulfilled my duties to them all! Your love 
mult no longer be my reward; but your 


virtue ſhall be my ſtimulator, your eye ſhall L 
follow me through life, and it ſhall not weep : 
for the degeneracy of your couſin, . 

| | th 


Three 
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Three days after the marriage of Ellen 
Henry was ſufficiently maſter of himſelf to 
ſorm this reſolution, and to write the fol- 
lowing letter in conſequence of it to his 
father. 

« IIl would it become me, my Lord, to 
reproach you for the deſolation you have 
brought upon me; I wiſh my wrongs to be 
as ſilent as they are now hopeleſs of redreſs; 
[ would willingly impute ſome part of them 
to miſtake ; and that the fatal conſequences 
of ſuch miſtakes may ſpread no farther, it 
behoves me, my Lord, to ſpeak with the 
moſt unequivocal franknels as to my preſent 
ſentiments, and my future deſigns—let me 
entreat your pardon while I do fo. 


e The duty I would with to offer to your 
| Lordſhip 1s unlimited obedience ; but the 
circumſtances in which I am placed render 
ſuch a duty impoſſible : that image which 
tne hand of virtue herſelf impreſſed upon 
my heart; that affection that was once 
. 0 honoured 
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honored by your Lordſhip's ſanction, muſt 
and will remain the cheriſhed inmate of my 
, breaſt, until the warm current of life ceaſes 
to flow, and the power of memory is ſu. 
pended. 
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ce J will be now no huſband, my Lord: 
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. but, with this exception, I will endeavour IX 
1 to be every thing that your Lordſhip can 4 
| deſire. If I am tauznt to hope, that upon 
A this condition I may be allowed to reſume WWF 
. - 4 —_— 
1 my place in your family, and to participate un- 
1 in the bleflings of domeſtic ſociety, I will Wl i. 
. rather endeayour to find a balm for my ma 
«| bo 2 3 7 | 1 
| oriefs in the ſcrupulous diſcharge of my WM wil 
duty to my relations and country, than ſeck har 


an aſylum in ſome foreign land, where WM the 
Ni buried from all obſervation, I once in- cha. 
4 tended, T and my ſorrows ſhould be men- ſhi 
tioned no more. But if—O pardoa me, Ines 
my Lord, that I am obliged to be thus ¶inci 
peremptory,—if {till the perſecution, which Mo! 
in its progreſs has involved me in ſo much 
diſtreſs, is to be carried on, then, my 
| Lord, 
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Lord, ſhall I be compelled to bid adieu to 
my native ſoil for ever. 


« My reſolutions are not to be ſhaken, nor 
will I, by allowing of the apparent poſſibi- 
| lity of my wavering, be acceſſary to any 
| prolongation of hope in the breaſt of your 
| Lordſhip, or of any other intereſted in my 
deciſion, that muſt end in diſappointment. 


ce Tentreat your Lordſhip, that theſe: my 
| unalterable reſolves may be made known in 
| WM che moſt explicit manner to any whom you 
may imagine they may concern. I would 
' WW villinely in my own perſon be faved a 
& WE harſhneGs towards thoſe who may. conceive 
© WW they have a title to even ſomething more 
than gratitude from me, but if your Lord- 
| hip is averſe from ſaving me this unpleaſant- 


© ness, I ſhiil be conſtrained rather to 
> {Wincur the charge of inlenſibility, than that 
ch 


| of deceit. 


Ei N «: ſhall 
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ce J ſhall continue at this place until I am 


favoured with your Lordſhip's anſwer, and 


whatever it may be, I ſhall endeavour to 
bend my mind to it, with all the ſubmiſſion 
that becomes, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt dutiful and ever devoted, 


HENRY VILLARS, 


Lord Villars had been appriſed of Henry's 
interview with Ellen, and the deſpera- 
tion that he had manifeſted ; and his mind 
had been filed with the moſt lively appre- 
henſions in conſequence, There was 10 
extremity that he had not feared Henry 

migit 
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might be driven to, and therefore the con- 
tents of this letter relieved him from a {tate 
of moſt painful anxiety, | 


At the inſtant 'it was written he could 
expect nothing leſs than a formal renuncia- 
tion of the whole ſex for Ellen's ſake, but 
Lord Villars little feared that a man of Henry's 
years, and Henry's diſpoſition, would 
turn hermit, His deſire of being upon 
amicable terms with his father, and his pur- 
poſe of continuing in England perſuaded 
Lord Villars that time might yet produce 
all the effects he wiſhed, 


He readily promiſed that neither Lady 


Almeria or any other woman ſhould be of- 
tered to his acceptance, and maniteſted the 


2 moſt paternal concern for his preſent ſuf- 
a- terings: © Sufferings,“ he ſaid, which made 
nd his own heart bleed, and which nothing 


but the moſt cruel neceſſity could ever have 
induced him to have inflicted on a ſon, 
whom he loved as he did his own ſoul.” 


63 Promuſcs 
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Promiſes and profeſſions coſt Lord Vil 


lars nothing; they were equally for the 


g 
preſent moment without reference to the 
paſt, or thought of the future. He knew, 
indeed, how, by the colouring he could 
give to any after events, to © keep his pro- 
miſe to the ear and break it to the ſenſe,” 
He defired Henry to come directly to the 
Fark, where, whatever Lord Villars did, 
Lady Villars longed to ſee him. Henry 
had accordingly made them a viſit of a few 
days, but at the expiration of that time 
had gone upon a tour into the Highlands, 
hoping by the means of a variety of objects, 
and conſtant change of place, a little to 


blunt the edge of thoſe remembrances, 


which, while they preſerved their preſent 
acuteneſs, were at moments, more than 
his reaſon and his fortitude could ſupport, 


CHAP, 
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| 
| 


CHAT. 43k 


«I knew a wench married in an afternoon, as ſhe went to the 
. garden for parſley, to ſtuff a rabbit, and ſo may vou.“ 


SHAKESPEARE, 


i Lorp VILLARS and his family had 


> WE been among ſome of Ellen's firſt viſitors : 
from the offenſive flattery and ſtudied fond- 
„ness of Lord Villars, ſhe could not but 
© WE tin with undiſguiſed averſion, but in the 
n 


| friendſhip and partiality of Lady Villars 
| the experienced a very ſiucere pleaſure. 


Lady Villars had no very clear idea of 
| the whole merit of Ellen's conduct, but ſhe 
dchought herſelf under important obligations 
| to her for the readineſs with which ſhe had 
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zuitted her rights to a connnexion with 
her ſon, — a connexion, which Lady Villar 
honeſtly believed would have been atended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences to her 


whole family. 


Lady Villars therefore rejoiced in Ellen's 
preſent ſituation, as in what ſhe thought a 
due reward for the generous ſelf-denial ſhe 
had practiſed in her conduct towards Henty, 
But when ſhe ſaw with what propriety 


Ellen ſupported the rank of life in which 


ſhe was placed, how ſhe adorned and ani- 
mated fociety, and how ſhe conciliated the 


affections of all who approached her, ſhe 


could hardly repreſs a regret that any con- 
ſideration, however powerful, ſhould have 
ſtood in her way, to the ſecuring to herſclf 
ſuch a daughter, and her ſon ſuch a wife. 


With Lord and Lady Villars came Lady 


Almeria: from Lady Villars, whoſe inte- 


grity forbade her concurring in any decep- 
tion, ſhe had learnt the contents of Henry's 
| letter, 
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letter; ſhe therefore knew that her brows 
were bound with willow; but her heart 


| ſeemed not the Jeſs light for this ſhe 
rattled, laughed, danced, rode and walked 
with the gayeſt and happieſt of her compa- 
y nions, made a jeſt of Henry's cruelty, and 
rallied Ellen on her charms, which loſt no 
; part of their aſcendancy even over a hopeleſs 
: lover. Ellen's gravity upon ſuch occaſions 
; would have taught any one but the inſenſi- 
| ble Lady Almeria reſerve upon this ſub— 
e jet; but Lady Almeria had a love of miſ- 
6 chief in her diſpoſition, which no conſidera- 
: tion for another was ſufficient to check her 
b in che oratification of; and though ſhe had 
E no pleaſure in tormenting Ellen, the thought 
; it good ſport to make Sir William jealous. 


Toa wild girl of little more than ſeven- 
teen Sir William, at paſt forty, ſeemed a 
Methuſalem, and ſhe thought it comical to 
make tne old gentleman (as the called him) 
knit his brow and pout, by talking of the 
love and the merit of his young rival. 


0 8 Lady 
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Lady Villars would have repreſſed this 
impertinence, but Lady Almeria was incor- 
rigible; for joined to no common degree of 
inconſideration, ſhe was ſenſible of the im. 
portance ſhe was of to the family, and was 
not unconſcious that in ſpite of the preſent 
coldneſs of Henry, Lord Villars had not 
reſigned his hopes of making her one day 
his daughter-1n-law, 


She therefore often treated both Lord 
and Lady Villars with a kind of civil inſo— 
ience, and very openly aſſerted her right of 
having her own way in every thing: ſhe 
did not want talents, or diſcernment, and 
ſhe deſpiſed Lady Villars as much for the 
narrowneis of her underſtanding as ſhe did 
Lord Willars for the ſordidneſs of his views. 


Lord Villars tolerated all this, in conſide- 


ration of the number of her eſtates, but 
Lady Villars ſoon conceived a decided 


diſlike to her, and a deep-rooted fear of her 


cver becoming the wife of her ſon; this 
diſlike 


di 
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digike and this fear were rendered more 
ively by the compariſon ſhe daily made 
between her character and that of Ellen. 


But Lord Villars' hopes and Lady Vil- 
lars? fears were alike unfounded, and were 
one proof more, added to the thouſands 
that occur every day, that 1t- the ſufferings 
of life were to be confined to actual misfor- 
tunes, the mountain of human woes which 
now ſeems ſo immenſe and extended, 
would ſhrink into a mole-hil!l, of a ſize fo 
{mail as almoſt to efcape obſervation. It is, 
however, inſeparable from our nature, that 
our ſufferings ſhall be more from what we 
fear, than from what we feel, and in reck- 
oning the forrows attached to our exiſtence 
here, we are, to eſtimate not what is, but 
what it is apprehended, may be. 


Amongſt the joyous circle that Ellen on 
| her marriage bad drawn round her at Oak- 
| lev, her brother was not forgotten, 


— 
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He had continued under the private tuition 

where Mr. Mordaunt had placed him 

on his return from Jamaica, until of a ſuffi 

cient age to be ſent to college, and at eigh- 
teen he had been removed to Oxford. 


Mr. Mordaunt, dreading the influence of 
his wife on the character of his ſon, had 
ſuffered him to ſpend as little time as poſli- 
ble ar Groby Manor, while he continued a 
ichool- boy, and after his removal to Oxford 


10 had continued ſo to fill up his vacations 
. with ſome pleaſurable ſcheme or other, as 
1 almoſt totally to baniſh him from thence, 
1 without any appearance of deſign or un- 
„ kindneſs. But he was now grown to man- 


hood, and precautions of this kind were no 
longer poſſible or neceſſary; nor could Mr. 
Mordaunt any longer refuſe himſelf the ſa— 
tisfaction of aſſociating with his fon, eſpe— 

f cially as he flattered himſelf, that his own 
opinions might probably now have more 
induence over him than thoſe of his 
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William Mordaunt had now therefore 
joined the family party at Oakley ; he was 


handſome, gay, and good-humuured, but 


he was wild, inconfiderate, and ungovern- 


able. 


Lady Almeria and he were drawn to- 
wards each other, by a ſympathy of cha- 
rafter and diſpoſition. From the firft hour 
of their acquaintance they became inſepa- 


rable, and Lord Villars ſaw that if he did 


not find fome 1mmediate remedy for this 
impending evil, Lady Almeria's fortune 
would be loſt to his family for ever. 


He had recourſe to his uſual means, 


delay. 


He laid before Lady Almeria the in- 
equality and degradation of the connexion 
that ſhe ſeemed diſpoſed to form, and de- 
clared, that while ſhe was under his direc- 
tion, neither his honour nor his conſcience 
would permit him to ſuffer it. 
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Lady Almeria liſtened in filence and 
with an inſolent non-chalance to his lecture, 
and when he had ended it, twiſting her faſh 
ribbon round her arm as ſhe went out of 
the room, replied between her teeth,“ We 
muſt wait until I am one-and-twenty then.“ 

If Lady Almeria would but wait, it was 
all Lord Villars could dare to hope from 
her, and from his own machinations during 
this period of expectation, he was to look 
for what further was wanting to his ſucccſs. 
From his ufual co-acuirice, Mrs. Mor— 
daunt, he could not in tius caſe expect any 
aſſiſtance ; for however deſirous {ſhe might 


be to promote the intereſts of her nephew 


in general, when they came in competition 
with thoſe of her ſon, they could not be 
expected to have any but a ſecond place. 
She had ſeen the growing fondneſs between 
him and Lady Aimeria, and had ſecretly 
reſolved to do all in her power to forward 
it. It had been obſerved by Mr. Mordaunt 
with very different wiſhes and views, but he 

wilely 
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wiſely thought a ſeeming inattention to 


what was going on the moſt likely method 
of preventing a fancy from growing into a 
prejudice ; and he imagined if his fon were 
not led by oppoſition into making engage- 
ments with himſelf, not to give up Lady 
Almeria, that the preſent partiality would 
probably end in a boy and girl's ſhort-lived 


flirtation, without any farther conſequence. 


But the precipitancy of Lady Almeria's 
paſſions rendered the plans of hinderance 
on the part of Lord Villars and Mr. Mor- 
daunt, and thoſe of aſſiſtance on the part of 
Mrs. Mordaunt, equally vain and uſcleſs. 


Lady Almeria had liſtened to Lord Vil- 


lars with the moſt apparent indifference ; 
but this did not ariſe from her being care- 


leſs as to his oppoſition to her deſigns, but 


from her reſolution that all oppoſition, from 


whatever quarter, ſhould prove vain, 


She 
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She went directly frem Lord Villars to 
William Mordaunt; ſhe found him praætiſ- 
ing archery with ſome of his companions. 


« Come along with me,“ ſaid ſhe, « ] 


have ſomething to ſay to you; Guardy, (for 


lo ſhe was accuſtomed in contempt to cell 


Lord Villars) *“ Guardy,”” ſaid ſhe, when 


they were alone, © has been fulminating 
his interdict againſt my becoming your 
wife, Neither his honor nor his contcicnce, 
forſooth, can allow cf ſo unequal a con- 
nexion; that is, his honor deſigns to give 
my perſon to his Jon, who cares, not a pin 
for me, and his conſcience appropriates my 
fortune as the proviſion for his younger 
children; but if I and my money are to 90 
to ruin they ſhall go my own way. He will 
not find me ſo ſoon moralized and ſenti- 
mentalized out of my rights as he found 


your ſiſter Ellen, What ſay you? are you 


inclined to truſt my conſtancy through ail 
the battleings and all the temptations with 
which it will be aſſaulted in the next four 

years; 


PLAIN SENSE, 41 


years; or will you make ſhort work of it, 
and meet me with a chaiſe and four at the 
corner of the park wall, at one in the morn- 

no, and away to Scotland; and let Guardy 
Ka with all his bay and brown coach horſes 
to overtake us?“ 


« To-night !—rhis moment! in the face 
of the ſun, in ſpite of all the guarcians and 
all the coach horſes in the world.“ 


© That would be ſpirited; but no—we 
ſhould have ſcolding, and hectoring, and 
locking up, and the Lord knows what. I 
think I could be match for them there 
too, but I hate unneceſſary trouble, and 
have no deſire to play the part of a dil- 
treſſed damſel; let us do the matter quietly, 
at one, by the ſilent light of the moon. O 
Lord, it does not ſhine, — but no matter, the 
ſtars will do as well; I will be punctual to 
the minute; if you are out of caſh I can 

ſupply you ; I received my quarterage two 
| days 


. 
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42 | 
days ago, and having paid no bills, it is 
luckily entire.“ 


« Well, be it ſo,—at one exactly.“ 

e To a fecond,—there's my hand upon 
it ; and now let us go to our aunts, and our 
uncles, and our couſins, and our guardians, 
and behave prettily, as a good little Maſter 
and Mifs ought to do, and we may laugh 
at them the more when we are by ourſclves,” 


And thus, in leſs. than ten minutes did 
theſe two thoughtleſs creatures determine 
upon a ſtep, on which all the happineſs 
or miſery of their future lives depended, 


William found no difficulty in engag- 
ing a chaiſe and four to be at the appoint- 


ed ſpot, at the hour fixed upon, nor Lady 


Almeria any in diſmiſſing her maid before 
ſhe was undreſſed, nor, when ſhe was gone, 


in wrapping herſelf up in her furs, and, 


with a ſmall bundle of linen in her hand, 
deſcending the ſtairs, opening the door 
into 
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into the garden, or in proceeding from 
thence to the park, or finally in keeping 
her appointment with William, : 


At the corner of the park wall ſhe found 
him; he received her with all her gatety 
of youth, and all the raptures of a lover; 
they put themſelves into the chaiſe together, 
and before Lady Almeria was miſſed in 
the morning, had proceeded too far on 
their way ta Scotland to give any hopes of 
ſucceſs from a purſuit, 


Whatever confuſion the diſcovery of 
their flight might occaſion in the family at 
Oakley, or whatever inward vexation 1t 
cauſed Lord Villars, who thus ſaw a final end 
to all his ambitious projects, yet the near- 
neſs of the connexion in all the individuals 
who compoſed that family, prevented any 
violent diſplay of diſappointment or cha- 
grin. Lord Villars thought proper to gloſs 
over the matter with an aſſurance, that al- 
though the reſpect that he had for the truſt 
repoſed 
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poke in him by Lady Almeria's father, 


would have prevented his conſenting to 


ſuch a match, yet the regard that he enter. 
tained for the intereſls of his nephew, 
made him, ſince it had been concluded 


without his concurrence, ſincerely rejoice 
in it. : 


With an air of acting under theſe feel. 
ings, he made, though ſomething with an 
ill grace, his congratulations to Mr, Mor- 
daunt, and Mr, Mordaunt with infinitely 
more fincerity aſſured him, that had the 
connexion depended upon him, it had 
never taken place, and indeed the deep 
figh that the reflection upon the miſery 
that an ill-judged marriage can occaſion, 
drew from him, evinced, that neither the 
ſplendor of Lady Almeria's birth, nor the 
greatneſs of her fortune, compenſated in 
his opinion for the lightneſs of her mind 
and the unfeelingneſs of her heart. 


The 
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The ſatisfaction, however, of Mrs. Mor- 1 
daunt, who judged very differently, knew | 
\ no bounds, and Lady Villars could not , 
help joining (though from very different 1 
motives) in her pleaſure. 


The fate of Lord Villars, upon this oc- 
caſion, was peculiarly hard. While half 
the world called his honeſty in queſtion for 
having ſacrificed the intereſts of his ward 
to thoſe of his nephew ; the other half ar- 4 
raigned his . prudence in ſuffering ſuch a 1 
prize to go out of his own family; theſe 


* * 8 — . 
3 K 
— Oe en — — — — 


cenſures were equally unfounded : He had | 

; ſpared no pains to preſerve Lady Almeria 1 

ö from his nephew, he had left no art un- 
eſſayed to ſecure her to his ſon. 

c This event affected Ellen very ſenſibly ; | 

n ſhe could not but be plcaſed that Henry. was | 

; 


relieved from all perſecution on Lady Al- 
meria's account, and that he was ſafe from 
the poſſibility of yielding to it; but the 
very unfavourable opinion ſhe had of Lady 
Almeria's 
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Almeria's character, and which a farther 
knowledge of her had confirmed, filled her 


mind with the moſt lively apprehenſions 


for the happineſs of her brother, 


The young couple, however, were wel- 
comed on their return from Scotland, with- 


out much reproach on any ſide, the neceſ- 


ſary arrangements for their eſtabliſhment 
were made, and harmony ſeemed reſtored 
to all the parties concerned, 


Another event which happened in the 


family of Ellen, at this time, occaſioned 


much more ſerious conſternation and 
diſtreſs. 


Mrs. Mordaunt had long had the mor- 
tification of being witneſs to the miſery 
and poverty of her eldeſt daughter; no one 
reproached her as the cauſe, but, notwith- 
ſtanding her natural indifference to every 
ſorrow that did not attack her perſonally, 
ſhe could not avoid making herſelf the 

= "mo 
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moſt ſevere reproaches; ſhe now ſaw the 
fatal conſummation of her ill-laid plans 
of ambition and vanity. The miſerable 
daughter was returned upon their hands ; 
the unprincipled man whom ſhe had cho- 
ſen for her huſband, having collected the 
remnants of his ruined fortune, had left 
his wife and two children to beggary, and 
had quitted England, as he ſaid, for ever. 


Mr. Mordaunt was little able to bear 
this additional burthen ; there was however 
no alternative: his daughter and her chil- 
dren were ſtarving; Groby Manor was the 
only aſylum open to them; to Groby 
Manor therefore, after a viſit of three months 
to Ellen, Mr. Mordaunt conducted his 
wife and the reſt of his family. 


— * 
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*© We know each other's faces—for our hearts 
| SHAKESPEARE, 5 
; . 8 ar 
Een and Sir William were now left Ne 
alone, and Ellen had leiſure to look de 
around her and conſider the duties and en- W. 
gage ments that her new ſituation called her pr 
to e performance of. be 
the 
In the ſcheme of happineſs, that in con- Fe: 
ſenting to a marriage with Sir William 
Ackland, ſhe had planned for herſelf, a very 
prominent feature had been the regular and 15 
ſyſtematic aſſiſtance ſhe ſhould be able to ha 


adminiſter to the wants, both of mind and 
eſtate 
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eſtate, of her poor neighbours. In the ful- 
neſs of her benevolent ſelf- gratulation, ſhe 
had ſaid, © when the ear hears me, it ſhall 
ble& me; when the eye ſees me, it ſhall 
give witneſs to me; the bleſſing of him 
who is ready to periſh, ſhall come upon 
me, and I will cauſe the widow's heart to 
ſing for joy.” 


In her imagination ſhe educated the 
young, ' ſhe encouraged the middle-aged, 
and ſhe ſupported the old. She faw the 
neat cottage ariſe at her command, the or- 
derly arranged bee-hive reſt againſt the 
wall, a ſource at once of pleaſure and of 
profit; the little flower plot put forth its 
beauties ; the orchard yield its fruits, and 
the virtues of integrity and induſtry lead 
content, healch, and afluence in their train. 


Such were the viſions that had filled the 
mind of Ellen, who, wholly inſenſible to every 
happineſs ſhe could not communicate, 
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* 


thought ſhe placed her own felicity on the 


ſureſt baſis, when ſhe extended it to others. 
| | t 

Such were the viſions that had filled the . 
mind of Ellen before her marriage, and be 
amidſt the hurried and buly ſcenes that had ar 
held her almoſt wholly engaged in what ap- 25 
peared more perſonally to concern herſelf rec 
for the firlt three months aiter it took place, Ml co 
ſhe had by no means loſt fight of them. or 
Py | to 

In all her excurſions in the environs of tio; 
Oakley, ſhe had looked around her with hot 
reſerence to the favorite object that filled WM wh 
ker mind; ſhe had endeavoured to make ma 
fome enquiry into tne ſituation of the cot- hoc 
ragers, and to form an acquaintance with {Mitey 
the pooreſt of her neighbours, but ſhe found bro 
Gifficulties that had never. occurred to her Hue 
imagination. | | Itho! 
Pir 

The long reſidence of Sir William abroad, Non! 
and the character of his immediate ancet- : her 
tors, who had ſpent little of their time and 


0 24 
. 1 . 
K* 5 7 
wy 
La 


PLAIN SENSE, | 51 


had beſtowed leſs of their thoughts upon 
the wants and claims of the poor that ſur- 
rounded it, had long occaſioned Oakley to 
be forgotten by the diſcaſed and neceſſitous, 
and had made its owners to be conſidered 
| as hard and ſelhiſn people of faſhion, Who 
| regarded their eſtate no farther than as it 
| could furniſh the ſupply to their pleaſures 
| or their vices. There were no old ſervants 


f 


| to whom Ellen could apply for informa- 


of tion, how to direct her benevolence; her 
th Wl houſchold conſiſted of a ter of domeſtics 
ed MW whom Sir William had collected upon his 
marriage, all ſtrangers to that neighbour- 
hood, and indifferent to its intereſts, The 


brought out of Wales, profeſſedly becaule 
Ine ſhould have no predilection for any or 
Wtnole with whom he would have to deat. 


-oad, en his eſtate, as any of his PEI far- 
- I, 
1cel- 


; mer than if they paid their rents well or ill; 
Ne 
L 


/ 
[ 1 ; 
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| ; God whenever Ellen endeavoured to 
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their principal country reſidence, and who 


Iiteward was a man whom Sir Willam kad 


Pir WIlliam KNEW as little of the reſideurs 
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him to think upon the ſubject, or to open 
her own plans, he either repreſſed her by a 
look of diſapprobation, or laughed her out 
of countenance on the taſte ſhe had of be- 
coming a Lady Bountiful. 


Ellen willinely imputed this backward— 
neſs to what {he ſtill believed Sir William 
muſt think right, and would therefore in 
time purſue, -to the contrary habits in which 
he had been ſo long engaged, to the differ- 
ent ſolicitudes that at preſent occupied 
him, and to the noveity of a country life, and 
country cares; to her he was laviſh, and 
therefore ſne could diſtribute her guineas 
around her to the relief of immediate and 
importunate diſtreſs, and with this ſhe en- 
deavoured to reſt fatisfied, until time would 
enable her to mature her plans of more 
permanent aſſiſtance; aſſiſtance that would 
equally relieve the diſtreſſes of indigcnce, 
correct the errors of 1 ignorance, and reclaim 
the wanderings of vice. 


As 
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As Sir William and Ellen rode or walked 
out together, ſhe would aſk queſtions of 
the women or children that fell in her way, 
or would ſtop and enter any cottage that 
either from its neatneſs or deſolation parti- 
cularly drew. her attention: but Sir William 
betrayed the greateſt impatience on her 
thus withdrawing her attentions one mo- 
ment from him. He ſeemed enraptured to 
have her left to himſelf, and as if he could 
not endure that even her duties ſhould 
ſhare her with him. The perfect indiffer- 
ence, or marked diſapprobation, with which 
he heard her tales of diſtreſs, and her projects 
for relieving the ſufferers, awakened Ellen 
to a moſt painful conviction that ſhe muſt 
conſider herſelf as ſufficiently happy, if ſhe 
were allowed in filence and unobſerved as 


it were, to purſue them, but that ſhe muſt: 


not hope from Sir William either concur- 
rence or applauſe. Ellen here firſt taſted 
of thoſe waters of diſappointment, which 
were afterwards to, flow with ſo full a 
fiream, . 


D 3 The 


1 

1 
. 
Li 

\ 

0 + 

1 

24 

«1 

- | 

* 

"1 


54 PLAIN SENSE. 


T bs affection ſhe entertained for Sir 
William was compoſed of confidence and be. 
nevolence; of a ſenſe of the virtues ſhe be. 
lie ved he poſſeſſed, and of the gratification 
thar his manners and converſation afforded 
to her taſte, On this affection ſhe had boldly 
promiſed herſelf happineſs in her connexion 
with him, notwithſtanding the decided pre- 
ference ſne had formerly entertained for 
Henry. She looked around her, and ſaw 2 
very ſufficient degree of happineſs attached 
to the ſtate of marriage, where the contract- 
Ing parties were well known not to have 
united themſelves with the objects of their 
firſt affections ; and ſhe religiouſſy believed 
that felicity depended much more upon the 
qualities of the huſband, than upon the ac- 
eidental circumſtance of his having been 
the firſt perſon whoſe merit had made any 
impreſſion upon the heart of the wife. 
« Sir William is worthy, is pleaſing,” ſaid 
Ellen, „and [ ſhall be happy.” Nothing 
could have been more juſt than her con- 
cluſion, had her premiſes been firm : but if 
tne 
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the virtues-were to diſappear on, which her 
confidence and her benevolence reſted, how 
inadequate to her happineſs would be that 
affection which had nothing left for its 
ſupport but the external graces of manner 
and converſation. 


Ellen ſoon found the whole ſcheme of 
her happineſs mult be incomplete, but ſhe 
ſtill flattered herſelf (for ſhe was young, and 
had all that ſanguineneſs of diſpoſition that 
accompanies the warmeſt philantrophy ) 
chat ſome parts were yet in her power. She 
had promiſed herſelf indeed that Sir 
William would go hand in hand with her in 
her virtues, as well as her pleaſures; but i. 
the could not accompliſh the firſt, ſhe yet 
did not deſpair of the ſecond, and was not 
without hope that by this circuitous road 
ſhe might at length lead him to the point 
ſhe wiſhed ; ſhe therefore eagerly concurred 
with him in a deſign he had formed, of 
building her a dairy houſe ; but the often- 
tation be diſplayed in his manner of doing 
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it, and the parade he. made of ſtudying her 


taſte, while he ſhewed the moſt unequivo- 


cal diſſatisfaction if that taſte differed in the 
ſmalleſt degree from his own, effectually 
ſickened poor Ellen of the dairy-houſe long 
before it was finiſhed, and ſhe never drank 
one bowl of cream within its walls uncon— 
taminated by the effects of Sir William's 
ſelfiſhneſs, violence, or jealouſy. 


Every day brought the diſappointed Ellen 
freſh proofs of all thoſe failings in the 
mind of him whom ſhe had engageyl to 
love and e 


His 1 flowed but in the ſingle 
channel of ſelf-gratification, They reached 
her indeed, becauſe to ornament and in 
dulge her made at preſent a principal part 
of his gratification; but to have pleaſures, 
however innocent or praiſe-worthy, that 
ſhe did not refer to him, ſhe ſoon diſco- 
vered would be conſidered as a crime. 


From 
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From the ſofteſt manners and moſt court- 
ly addreſs, ſhe frequently ſaw him, on the 
flighteſt provocation from a ſervant, be- 
come furious and abuſive, and ſhe could 
not conceal from herſelf, that in his deal- 
ings with his dependants he was oppreſſive 
and tyrannical. 


Ellen was the admiration and the love of 


the neighbourhood ; ker youth and gaiety 
of diſpoſition led her to participate 1n all 
the pleaſures that were offered to her, and to 
promote them by every means 1n her power. 
Sir William ſoon taught her, for no one 
could be more quick 1n taking a hint, that 
ſuch gaiety and ſuch good neighbourhood, 
were diſpleaſing to him; and Ellen quietly 
withdrew from her uſual parties. To have 
made ſuch a ſacrifice to any reaſonable 
feeling in the breaſt of Sir William, would 
have coſt Ellen nothing: it was the con- 
ſciouſneſs that ſhe made it to the Hydræ- 


headed monſter, Jealouſy, that gave ir any 


ting. 
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Of whom, it will aſked, was Sir William 
jealous ? Of every body, of every thing 
that contributed to the pleaſures of Ellen, 
independent of his agency. 


All the unfavorable ſuſpicions relative to 
Sir William's heart and temper, which had 
in a vague and doubtful form ariſen in her 
mind before her marriage, the occurrences 
of every day now gave ſhape and ſtability 
to, and Ellen had not been married fix 
months before ſhe found herſelf involved in 
the difficult taſk of keeping alive, by every 
artifice in her power, her affection for a 
man who might, had he pleaſed, in hilt 
that time, have ſecured her heart immove- 
ably his own for ever; but the efforts of Sir 
William ſeemed directed, if indeed they 
had any direction, rather to deſtroy than to 


Excite or nouriſh love. 


On the ſucceſsful cultivation of her at- 
fection for her huſband, Ellen knew that 
all her happincfs, and ſhe feared, much oi 

| | the 
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the performance of her duty depended. 
She had, it is true, been early acquainted 
with diſappointment, and ſhe had proved 
herſelf equal to the ſevereſt ſelf-denial. 
But her ſorrows had then found the ſofteſt 
ſoother, and her virtuous reſignation the 
warmeſt panegyric, in the kindneſs and 
partiality of her father; in the bittereſt 
moments of her diſtreſs, in the moſt labori- 
ous of her ſtruggles, his ſympathy and his 
approbation had ſtilled the voice of com- 
plaint, and ſmoothed the rugged road of 
virtue, In the trials that ſhe now foreſaw 
awaited her, ihe could hope for no ſuch ſup 

port, for no ſuch encouragement. Her fi 1 
duty was concealment: the moſt wilful 


blindneſs with reſpect to herſelf, and the 


moſt inviolable ſilence with reſpect to others, 


was the firſt, the indiſpenſable rule by which 


| ſhe was henceforth to form her conduct. 


But feeling, how could ſhe perſuade her- 
elf chat ſhe did not feel? And, ſuifering, how 
could ſhe be ſilent? Diſappointed, how 
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could ſhe put on the air of ſatisfaction? 
And loſing all on which ſhe could ground 


eſteem, how could ſhe preſerve love? 


Theſe were points of conſtant and painful 
doubt and deliberation—but more imme- 
diate evil preſſed upon her. 


Where ſhe could not love ſhe could de- 


rive no ſatisfaction from being beloved]; ſhe 


felt that it was not the virtues of her heart, 
nor even the powers of her underſtanding, 


that made her ſo much the object of paſſion 


to Sir William; ſhe was thoroughly awaken- 
ed to the conviction that the ſolicitude 
which in the early days of their acquaint- 
ance he had diſcovered as to her real cha- 


rater, and upon which ſhe had afterwards 


reflected with ſo much ſatisfaction, as a 
proof that his affection for her was founded 
upon thoſe qualities, of which he would be 
the more aſlured the more he knew her, 
was in fact nothing more than a ſelfiſh 
anxiety, leſt in the apparently gentle and 
complacent virgin, he ſhould hereafter dif- 

cover 
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cover the arrogant and ſelf-willed wife. In 
a regulated temper he ſaw a ſecurity for his 
domeſtic peace; in ſoundneſs of principles 
he beheld the guarantee of his honor; and 
in his ſy{tematic ſearch for a wife, by whom 
to give an heir to his eſtate, he had, in re- 
ſpect to character, looked no farther, 


In fixing upon Ellen he had been deter- 


ſweetneſs of temper, and in goodneſs of 
heart, ſhe yielded the palm to no one. He 
had warily decided to fix upon a wife be- 
fore he was in love, and Ellen's perſon, 
that had at firſt appeared to him rather ſim- 
ply pleaſing than beautiful, ſeemed calcu- 
lated to gratify his eye, without intoxicat- 
ing his ſenſes. But although Ellen did 
not ſeize the ſoul with the firſt glance, her's 


the charms of her converſation, the graces 
of her manner, the winning ſincerity and 


ſpired to render her irreſiſtible, and to give 
- her 


mined, by finding reaſon to believe, that in 


was even a more dangerous faſcination— 


modeſt frankneſs of her character, all con- 
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her that power over the mind which beatity 
alone never beitowed. Sir William had 
become madly in love, and no ſenti- 
ment in the breaſt of Ellen, not wholly 
correſpondent to that which he felt for her, 


could ſatisfy his deſires, or lull his jealouſies 


to ſleep. 


In the well governed mind of Ellen this 
was a paſſion that could find no admittance. 
No merit whatever could have excited it, 
How impoſſible then was it that ſhe ſhould 


fee] ſuch love for a man, who every day loſt. 
ground in her eſteem not only by his con- 


duct toward others, but even towards her- 


ſelf. 


Sir William in having become a lover 
had retained bis dread of being made a 
dupe to the paſſion of love; hence even 
his fondneſs was captious, and his indul- 


gence tyrannical; and Ellen, who in mar- 


riage had ſought a friend, found by turn 
only a lover or maſter. 
CHAP. 
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CHAT. Y.. 


« How ſmall, of all that human hearts endure, 
« That part which Kings or Laws can cauſe or cure.“ 


IT was in making theſe mortifying diſco- 


after her marriage. 


Diſappointed in her ſchemes of benevo- 
lence, miſtaken in the character of her huſ- 
band, Giffatisfied with herſelf, ſhe was ſome- 
times tempted to arraign her own conduct 
in having married Sir William. But this 
was an idea that her good ſenſe eafily 
corrected, i 


Keeping 


.GCOLDSMITH," 


veries that Ellen ſpent the firſt fix months 
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1 Keeping faſt to principles, ſhe knew her. th 
7 | ſelf unaccountable for events. If ſhe had cl 
. been miſtaken, it was from no want of due i 
9 conſideration, from no precipitancy of ac- 
I tion, produced by improper motives. She 
0 reviewed her conduct, and found, that be- h 
ing placed again in the ſame circumſtances, m 
and aſſiſted by the ſame lights, ſhe ſhould el 
again act the ſame. This conviction in 1 
part calmed her mind. What appeared ſo MW *© 
reaſonable ſhe was perſuaded muſt have a 
ſufficient portion of good in it, to ſatisfy a 
rational creature, ſhe endeavoured to find b 
out this good. | al 
| al 
She conſidered that her's was no uncom- BK. 
mon cafe ; that marriage diſcontent was a | hi 
weed that found nouriſhment in every 8¹ 
ſoil; that it ſprang up alike in the fields 15 
of love, and in the wilds of ambition and P 
avarice; that no foreſight could ſtifle it, no ſt 
| prudence eradicate, If her own marriage P. 
furniſhed an example that the cooleſt in- P 
re 


veſtigation was not ſufficient to guard from 
the 


11 
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the moſt fatal miſtakes in a matrimonial 
choice, her father's equally condemned the 
vielding to the blind impulſe of paſſion, 


human foreſight can teach us to avert, — that 
no purity of intention, can enable us to 
eſcape. In the conduct under ſuch evils lies 
our trial, and the foundation of our future 
reward or puniſhment.” 


ee There are evils,” ſaid ſhe, © that no | 


— 
6— _m——_—_—_ 


This thought brought with it a train of | 
the moſt anxious ſolicitudes. Ellen had 4 
all the miſtruſt of herſelf that true humility | 
and earneſt deſire to do right ever induces, | 
To guard herſelf from that acute ſenſe of 3 
her ſorrow that might lead to faulty re- 
grets, or culpable impatience, ſhe carefully 
avoided every exaggeration of her diſap- 
pointment that fancy would have ſuggeſted ; 
ſhe would not allow herſelf to think her's a 
peculiar misfortune, or attended with any 
| particularly aggravating circumſtances; ſhe 
repulſed from her mind all anticipations, 
and 
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and all retroſpects; ſhe made every hour 
bear its own burthen, and, as much as in her 


l 
power, was ready to accept the preſent e 
good, without perverſcly dwelling upon the t 
paſt, or anxiouſly conjecturing the future. | 


If Sir Willlam's ill humour, or his fond- 
neſs, (for effects were often the ſame when p 
cauſes were different) put her out of her y 
way of virtue or of pleaſure, ſhe ſought ſome * 
other path, which might lead, though not 10 


ſo directly, to her point. His ill-humour a 
ſhe endeavoured to diſarm by complaiſance, c 
and by oaiety, and to meet his fondneſs 5 
with the genuine ſatisfaction of reciprocal te 
love. But this was the moſt difficult part n 
of her taſk. Could ſhe have eſteemed him, tt 
his harſhneſs and his unreaſonableneſs with 0 
reſpect to herſelf, ſhe could have more eaſi- al 
ly borne, and would hope to have ſubdued: 9 
but in loſing her eſteem for him, ſhe loſt re 
this hope, and in loſing this hope, ſhe loſt f 
the power of returning his paſſion with any h 


but diſembled Ringel 
Thus 
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Thus Ellen, with the moſt ſincere and 
upright of human hearts, ſaw herſelf oblig- 
ed to cultivate hypocrily as a virtue; but 
that which was a crime in otliers, was in 
her only a misfortune, 


From a never ceaſing ſucceſſion of diſap- 


pointments, and from the accumulated 


weight of difficult. duties, Ellen was ſome- 


what relieved by her removal to town, The 
novelty of the ſcene, the gaiety of the 
amuſements, the objects of ſplendor and 
curioſity with which ſhe was ſurrounded, 
filled and amuſed her mind: Sir William 
too ſeemed to have left much of his ill-hu- 
mour and narrowneſs of heart in the coun- 
try; the air of London appeared to be more 
congenial to his character, and to call forth 
all the amiable parts of it; his Jiberality and 
gaiety revived, his money flowed freely 
round him, his houſe was open to the beſt 
ſociety, his entertainments were elegant, and 


his eſtabliſnment ſplendid, 


But 
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But the principle of all this was little ſuit- 
ed to that on which Ellen acted, and on 
which ſhe wiſhed him to have acted. This, 
this,” would he ſay to her, © is life! 1 
grudge every guinea I expend in the coun- 
try ; I hate that my money ſhould be ſwal- 
lowed in thick ale down the throats of ſtu- 
pid country oafs, or be waſted in courting 
a popularity, which is both the ruin and 
diſgrace of whoever enjoys it.“ 


« But in the improvement of the beau- 
ties of nature,” ſaid Ellen, © or in the re- 
lief of the diſtreſſes of ſickneſs, or age, mo- 
ney n not be eme even in the 
country.“ 


« What beauties of nature are compara- 
ble to thoſe diſplayed in Hyde Park, or 
Kenſington Gardens? and what diſtreſſes 
are thoſe that the poor laws do not amply 


provide for? there is no other country in 


Europe where there is ſuch a proviſion made 
for the poor, by the laws, as in England; 


no 


Fo n= Rs — "Y 


page, AN 
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no country that can vie with it in public 
inſtitutions for the relief of all kinds of mi- 
ſery I approve all this, but having contri- 
buted my part to theſe inſtitutions I have 
done enough; I have done what I can af- 


ford; and private charities I am convinced 


are only the nouriſhers of idleneſs and the 
dupes of 5 camo 


Ellen did not preſs the ſubje&, but ſhe 
could not but obſerve to herſelf, that the 
man who did not think two hundred pounds 
too much to expend in one evening's 


amuſement in London, could not, with 


much appearance of truth, ſay, that he had 
done all he could afford towards relieving the 


diſtreſſes of his fellow creatures. 


It was one of Sir William's favorite max- 
ims that money ſpent in luxury was of more 
ule, than if given in charity; and he would 
point out to Ellen, with a triumphant air, 
the ſplendor and richneſs of the ſhops, and 
aik her, if ſhe did not think that thoſe who 


contributed 
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by every means in her power to do honor 
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contributed to the ſupport of them were of 
infinitely more uſe to ſociety, than all the 
good houſewifes and Lady Bountifuls that 
ever were” born, | 


Ellen was too wiſe to argue with ſelfiſ— 
neſs and prejudice: © Could the whole 
world be at London, my dear Sir William,” 
ſhe would ſay, „ your argument might be 
concluſive; but after doing all we can to 
the ſupport of theſe manufacturers of the 
luxuries of life, there will ſtill remain a large 
country world, who will periſh for the want 
of the neceſſaries of it, if thoſe of ſuperior 
fortunes do not ſometimes turn their 
thoughts from the ſhop to the cottage.” 


| Fheſe kind of converſations made their 
rambles through London but little pleaſing 
to Ellen, but ſhe ſeemed to follow Sir Wil- 
liam's lead, took more than uſual care of 
the elegance of her appearance, cultivated 


her inclination for amuſcment, and fougit 


[0 


10 Sir William's taſte, and to ſupport her 
part in the ſociety he had introduced her 
to. 


lived there ſeemed to be little probability 
ſhe ſhould make any ſelections that could 
alarm his jealouſy, or wound his ſelf-love; 
ſhe had not time to know any one well 
enough to become attached to them. Her 
time and her thoughts were taken up by a 
perpetual ſucceſſion of engagements, but 
ſhe had too good health and ſpirus to be 
eaſily tired; and a perſon of Ellen's quick- 
ness of parts and cultivated underſtanding 
found, even in the promiſcuous 5rowd of 
| triflers and ſimpletons, many perſons from 


whom ſhe reaped both advantage and 
amuſement. 


If Ellen's heart was heavy in ſcenes, 
| where from her youth, her attractions, and 
the advantages with which ſhe appeared, 
| ſhe ought to have felt only ſelf-gratula- 
non and pleaſure, it was not from any re- 


troſpect 
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In the perpetual crowd in which ſhe 
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troſpect in which ſhe indulged herſelf, but 
from the immediate weight which the con- 
viction of the real character of the man on 
whom ſhe was to depend for happinek, 
and with whom ſhe was to paſs her life 
had fixed there : to love thoſe with whom 
ſhe was intimately connected was indiſpenſa- 
ble to the felicity of Ellen. This the cha- 
racter of Sir William made impoſſible ; and 
hence Ellen, with every other bleſſing 
which human beings implore, was wretch- 


ed. 


But Ellen was not wretched alone, Nei— 
ther the hopeleſs ſtate to which he was re- 
duced, vor the fortitude he had exerted, 
had been able to reſtore to Henry lis 
peace of mind. The marriage of Lady 
Almeria -had been a momentary relief to 
him, but like the remiſſion of a fever, the 
diſorder ſeemed to have gained ſtrength by 
its temporary ſuſpenſion. Had Ellen been 
unmarried, and the obſtacle of Lady Al- 


meria removed! (the thought pierced bim 
3 | with 
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with ten thouſand ſtings) another Lady 
Almeria would have been found; replied 
his reaſon: Lady Almeria was not ſo re- 
folutely choſen as Ellen rejected. 
« Be it, as it may,” ſaid he to himſelf, 
« the die is caſt ; my fate is determined; I 
will follow the track I have chalked out for 


myſelf,” 


In purſuance of this reſolution he had 
viſited his family, he had been kindly re- 
cieved, he had endeavoured to rejoice in 
- the kindneſs, and to buſy himſelf in the in- 
P rereſts of thoſe around him: but the cha- 
„ WH rafter of Henry was gone; his gaiety, his 
1 impetuoſity, his ſocial humour, his open- 
neſs of heart were no more; an invinci- 
ble gravity had taken their place; and a 
cold reſerve to all, with a chilling indif- 
ference to every thing around him, marked 
all his actions. He rather appeared how- 
ever to have loſt the reliſh for pleaſure than 
to ſhun it; he affected nothing, but from 
. 98 the 


— —— — — 2 88 


- 74 | PLAIN SENSE. 


the genuine overflowing ſorrows of his 


1 
heart, he was incapable of taking intereſt in r 
any thing. There were times when he felt h 
aſhamed of being thus overcome with his w 
ſeelings, and then he made ſome more vigo- n 
rous efforts to recover the natural tone of fr 
his mind. He imagined he ſhould be more E 
likely to, do fo were he again to ſee, and 
accuſtom himſelf to the preſence of Ellen. 
| | he 
_ « Henceforward,” ſaid he to himſelf, A 
ce ſhe is to be nothing to me but the hignly 
cheriſhed remembrance of an invaluable W 
bleſſing loſt for ever. Let me familiarize A 
myſelf to that dear picture; it may be a Ml 
means of rendering the ſenſe of my loſs lels 
bitter.” I 
| Y fo 
Under the influence of theſe thoughts he ha 
came to town; it was eaſy for him to ſce be 
Ellen every day without being obſerved by v. 
her; and when he had ſubdued the at firſt q thi 


ungovernable tumults that the ſight of her 
for the ſeveral firſt times had occaſioned, he 
reſolved 
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reſolved to preſent himſelf before her. He 
remembered the laſt words he had ever 
heard her utter: I am going no where but 
where, if you pleaſe, you may accompany 
me.“ TI may ſee her ſtill, thought he,—as a 
friend I may ſee her; and the friendſhip of 
Ellen is worth the love of all her ſex beſide. 


One evening as Ellen was coming out of 
| her box at the Opera, accompanied by Lady 
Almeria, Henry appeared at the door. 


« See, Sir Doleful Diſmal !” ſaid Lady 
Almeria; * do you know you have quite 
| ſpoilt that man? 


Ellen involuntarily ſtopped; ſhe could not 
bor an inſtant move on; bur Henry, who 
had been learning his leſſon, approached 
ber; he had rather the air of a perſon who 
was accuſtomed to ſee her every evening, 
than of a lover, who now for the firſt 
ume after their ſeparation, beheld the be- 
© loved. object that fate had torn from his 
4 b 2 arms, 
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arms, without being able to diſlodge her 
from his heart. ; 


He enquized after her health ; he aſked 
how ſhe liked the Opera; he deſired to 
know if he could be of any uſe; and all 
this before Eilen, aſtoniſhed and pained by 
the profound gravity and coldneſs of his 
manners, had ſufficient preſence of mind to 
utter a word. 


« How you two look!“ ſaid Lady Al- 
meria, laughing; * dear ſhe's very well; 
ſhe has been enchanted with the Opera, 
and if you will ſee for her carriage you'll 
do us a favor.” SF 


Henry diſappeared like an arrow out of 
a bow. In ſpite of all his preparation the 
ſcene was too much for him, nor could he 
have borne it a moment longer. 


ö 


* How very ill Mr. Villars looks!“ {aid 
Ellen, endeayouring to recover herſelf. 
« And 
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ee And how very ill Lady Ackland 
looks!” returned the unmerciful Lady Al- 
meria ; © here cid, take my ſalts; if thoſe 
impertinents were to come by juſt now, 
who were diſputing the other night whether 
you wore rouge, the wager would be de- 
cided 1n a minute.” 


« How you rattle,--I want no ſalts.“ 


e No to be ſure,—well, don't be afraid, 
] won't tell the old gentleman at home.“ 


4l˖ muſt beg, Lady Almeria, ſaid Ellen, 
| earneſtly, © that you will not ſpeak ſo; 
| you know I will not ſuffer it.” 


„Well then I will tell him: will that 
pleaſe you? There's no knowing how to 
deal with you ſentimental people.” 


Juſt then ſome gentlemen of their ac- 
quaintance enquired whether they ſhould 
call their ſervants. Ellen thankfully ac- 
E 3 cepted 
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cepted the offer, but Lady Almeria faid, 
« How can you be ſo rude, don't you know 
poor Sir Doleful is gone on the fame errand? 
he'll be in deſpair if you run away without 
ſeeing him!“ 


Henry at that moment returned, and 
ſaying the coach was then .at the door, took 
Ellen's hand to lead her to it; it was with 
ſome difficulty he got her through the 
crowd, and the embaraſſments they were 
in from that circumſtance, relieved them 
both from the greater embaraſiments of 
their own minds. 


As he put her into the coach, May ! 
viſit you?” ſaid he, © and will you intro- 
duce me to Sir William?“ 


e Undoubtedly, with the greateſt plea- 

ſure, ſaid ſhe; it was all ſhe could ſay, 
for Lady Almeria followed her, and tlic 
coach drove off. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


&« Self-harming jealouſy ! fie, beat it hence. 


SHAKESPEARE, 


Lapy ALMERIA accompanied Ellen 


home, nor did ſhe ſpare her raillery : 


they were engaged to meet a party at 


ſupper, but as it was ſomewhat early, 


nobody happened to be arrived, and they 
therefore found Sir William, who was juſt 
returned from his dinner ſociety, alone. 


Ellen would have choſen not to have 


mentioned Henry's name before Lady Al- 
meria, but as ſhe was confident it would 
come out in the courſe of the evening, that 
ſhe had met with him, ſhe thought it moſt 
= 4. | prudent 
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prudent to ſpeak, with all the indifference 


ſhe could aſſume, of the circumſtance 
herſelf. 


« ] kave ſeen Mr. Villars,“ ſaid ſhe to 
Sir William, «„ and he has deſired me to 
introduce him to you.” 
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« Oh! I wiſh you had ſeen them both,” 
cried Lady Almeria; © one fo grave, the 
other ſo pale—Bow goes his Worſhip, 
curtſey goes her Ladyſhip—you would 
have ſworn they had not ſcen each other 
for three hundred years, and were not 
overjoyed at the meeting now. Well, I 
proteſt J don't wonder Ellen choſe you, 
if ſhe could have any notion what kind of 
man Henry would become; for I proteſt 1 
think you ten times the more agrecable 
perſon now.“ 
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« Did you fay you would introduce Mr. 
Villars to me?” aſked Sir William very 
gravely, without regarding Lady Almeria. 

Ed I did 
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« J did,” ſaid Ellen. 


« Why, can you have any objection?“ 
faid Lady Almeria; “ Ellen, you know, 
jilted him for you.” 


« What nonſenſe you talk, Hy Al- 
meria ?” ſaid Ellen. 


« She certainly does not talk truth,” 
ſaid Sir William, with the fame gravity as 
before. And, here much to the relief of 
Ellen, they were joined by more company, 
and the evening paſſed as uſual. 


When they retired to their own apart- 
ments, Ellen remarked a gloom upon Sir 
William's countenance, that ſhe had never 
before obſerved ſince their arrival in Lon- 


don. She endeavoured to ditlipate it by 
more than uſual chearfulneſs on her part, 
but he ſeemed to regard her with an cye 
Jof ſuſpicion, and preſerved a gloomy 
* 5 ſilence. 
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filence. Ellen heſitated whether ſhe ſhould 


ſeem to remark this change 1n his humour, 
and endeavour to regain his confidence, 
and diſſipate his chagrin, by explicit de- 
clarations of unalterable attachment, 


But the caſe between them was much 
changed, from what it had been at the 
period when ſhe had laſt ſeen Henry, and 
when ſhe had held this conduct with ad- 


vantage. Sir William at that moment 


poſſeſſed her eſteem and warmeſt friendſhip; 
now he had nearly loſt both one and the 
other : with truth could ſhe have promiſed 
inviolable conſtancy, but to ſpeak of an 
unſhaken attachment which no longer {ub- 
ſiſted, ſeemed adding hypocriſy to unkind- 
neſs ; the profeſſions ſhe had formerly made 
him, had flowed freely from her heart, 
now they would be uttered with em- 
barraſſment and coldneſs; the fears 
which then ſeemed to oppreſs him, ſhe had 


regarded with compaſſion ; the ſuſpicions 


\ 


that 
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that he now evidently entertained, ſhe con- 
fidered as injurious; they appeared but 
new marks of that narrow and ſelfiſh mind, 


the effects of which ſhe. had every day 
reaſon to deplore. 


The debate whether ſhe ſhould conquer 
ſuch feelings, or yield to them, held her ſo 
long, that before ſhe was aware her ſilence 
was as marked as Sir William's, and they 
both retired to reſt with equal diſinclinations 
to ſleep. 


Some few hours of uneaſy thought reſtor- 
ed to Ellen her uſual calm of mind. 


However oppreſſed her heart might fee], 
by the afflictive change that appeared to be 
wrought in the character of Henry: and 
however alarmed, and ſomewhat offended 
ſhe might be by the ſuſpicions to which 
ſhe was aware Sir William had yielded ; 
yet her confidence that her conduct would 
N E 6 never 
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never juſtify the one, and her hope that 
time might bring ſome alleviation to the 
other, enabled her wholly. to ſuppreſs her 
reſentment, and ſo far to overcome her ſor- 
row, as to bamiſh from her countenance 
and manner every appearance of it. In the 
courſe of her reflections ſhe had alſo made 


ſome that had ſoftened her heart toward 
Sir William, 
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+. Oh! thought ſhe, that he would but let 
43. me love him. The heart that can form 
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ſuch a wiſh is not far from its gratification; 
and it was with unaffected tenderneſs that 
Ellen propoſed to Sir William to pals the 
morning in an excurſion ſome miles out of 
town, which he had talked of a few days 
before: but Sir William coldly repulſed 
her by an air of ſcornful indifference, and 
by ſaying he had engagements elſewhere. 


Elſewhere he went, for he quitted Ellen 
the moment breakfaſt was over, and ſhe 


{ſaw 
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aw him no more in the; courſe of the 
morning. | 


Ellen had previouſly dedicated this 
morning to ſome home occupations, but 
the tumult of mind Sir William's unkind 
behaviour occaſioned, with the train of 
dangerous reflections it drew after it, made 
her afraid to truſt herſelf with herſel! for a 
whole morning. The. moment, therefore, 
that ſhe could compoſe herlelf, after his 
departure, ſhe ordered her, carriage, and : 


continued to find occupation from home 
till a late hour. 


On her return, the firſt card ſhe ſaw was 
that of Mr. Villars ; but ſhe had little time 
to think of this circumſtance when ſhe 
found to her ſurpriſe that Sir William was | 
not yet returned home. | 


They were engaged to dine at her bro- 
ther's, but Ellen having waitcd in vain be- 
yond all dinner time, for the return of Sir 

; William, 


* 
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William, ſhe found herſelf fo inexpreſſibly 
uneaſy, that ſhe was in no condition to 
keep her engagement, ſhe therefore excuſed 
herſelf on the ſcore of indiſpoſition; and 
with a heart oppreſſed by fears and appre- 
henſions, to which ſhe ſcarce dared to give 
a name, ſhe awaited with a degree of ex- 
cruciating impatience, ſhe had never be- 
fore felt, the return of Sir William. 
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The clock had ſtruck nine when ſhe 
heard his nock at the door; ſhe ran to 
the top of the ſtairs to meet him, and 
catching hold of his hand, How glad I am 
to ſee you, — where, where, have you been?” 


e have been at your brother's,” ſaid 
he coldiy ; © but I could not ſtay when 


heard you were ill; are you better?“ 


« But where were you all this morning 
why. did you not come home to dreſs ?” 


« I Was 


kw LW 


Cats 
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« ] was kept late in the city; I knew 


your brother would excuſe me: but what's 
the matter? what kept you away?“ 


While Ellen detailed her fears, and her 
uneaſineſs, Sir William regarded her with 


an air as if he doubted the truth of what 
ſhe ſaid. | 


ce J thought,” returned he, © you had 
been above the fooliſh fears of your ſex; it 
is a pity you gave way to them in this in- 
ſtance, you have miſſed ſeeing an old freind 
—Mr. Villars was at your brother's,” 


The inſulting unkindneſs of weſe words 
filled Ellen's eyes with tears. 


« No, Sir William, ſaid ſhe, „ I have 
miſſed nothing that l regret on that account, 
I aſſure you: I ſee how your ſuſpicions 
wrong me—but, receive my folemn promiſe, 
that as far as it depends upon me, I have 
ſeen Mr. Villars for the laſt time.“ 
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bl No romantic reſolutions, I beg; let 
py ot b 3: : 
10 me not be made ridiculous by your high- 
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flown virtue. If Mr. Vill ars be as indifferent 
to you as he ought to be, and as you have 
pretended, why ſhould he not viſit at my 
houſe like any other perſon of your or my 
acquaintance ?” 
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© I might have aſked you that queſtion, 
for the objection ſeemed to come from you,” 


« And you did not know Mr. Villars 
was to be at your brother's to-day? And 
you did not ſtay away on that account ?” 


« No, upon my honour—l ſtayed away 
for the reaſons I have given you.” 


e Then I aſk your pardon; I have been 
too haſty in my concluſions perhaps: Mr. 
Villars is now my acquaintance ; you will 
conſider him henceforward as ſuch; and if 
you would have me believe that you regard 
him in no other light, you will make him 
as 
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as much, and neither more or leſs of your 
parties than you do any other perſon, Who 
has the ſame claim to your attentions,” 


This was almoſt too much for Ellen; but 
ſubduing every reſentment, and every ten- 
der feeling, ſhe ſaid, © I will do in this, 
and all other things, as nearly what you 
wiſh as I can, and where I fail, I hope 
your candour and your love will be heard : 
in my excuſe.” 


« Oh! Ellen,” ſaid Sir William, graſping 
her hand, „ could you but love me as I 
| have loved you l- But I am a fool to expect 
i-] make myſelf ridiculous—TI'll change 
my dreſs, and we'll go together to Mrs. 
Curzon's, and then let this nonſenſe be 
forgotten.“ 


* Oh!” cried Ellen to herſelf, with a 
deep ſigh, as he left the room, “ how im- 
poſſible it 1s to love this man.” 


At 
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At Mr. Curzon's they met Lady Almeria, 


<« So, ſo, you are not ſick after all,” faid 
the; © I never thought you were; PI lay 
my life you were afraid of meeting your 
old love.“ 


Ellen would have explained how the un- 
accountable abſence of Sir William had 
alarmed her. 


« Yes, yes, very likely — I don't believe 
a word of it though: but come, if you are 
not really afraid, ſhew it now, for there he 
is. In ſpite of his grave face I would bring 
him with me. Thank my ſtars, Mordauni 
is not jealous,” 


Although this was not profeſſedly ſaid 
in the hearing of Sir William, yet he was 
ſo near that he loſt not a word of it. He 
now walked on, and Lady Almeria faid, 
« was running away, for the place is as 
dull as a quaker's meeting: I cannot get à 
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party at caſſino, but with. old Dowagers, 
the very ſight of whom gives me the va- 
pours; but now you are come I ſhall have 
4 little chat; or, come, let us fit down to 
caſſino, and Mr. Villars ſhall be of our 
party, though he is almoſt as bad as an old 
Dowager too ; but perhaps your preſence 
will enliven him.” 


Mr. Villars then came up, and with great 
gravity, hoped Ellen was better, 


« Bleſs me, ſhe was never ill?“ ſaid the 
ever-talking Lady Almeria ; « I told you 
ſo all along.“ 


« I hope Mr. Villars will, in this caſe, 
rather believe me than you,” ſaid Ellen 
| vith a ſmile ; * but J am now quite well.“ 


This was the firſt time that Ellen had 


ever called Henry Mr. Villars, when ſpeak- 
ing to him; the word ran | through his veins 


8 like ice, 
« Lady 
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© Lady Almeria is fo good as to anſwer 
for every body,” faid he, faintly ſmiling; 
« it is no wonder that with ſo much buſinek 


upon her. hands, ſhe is not always quite 
accurate,” 


« I ſee you improve,” returned ſhe, « ] 
have not heard you attempt being ſaucy this 
age; but you mult play at caſſino with us. 

I have been doing nothing till I am tired 
to death.” | 
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& Let Sir William make a fourth, ” ſaid 
Ellen. 
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« No, indeed,” returned Lady Almeria, 
ſharply, „I have had a doſe of Sir William 


to-day, I can tell you; he really grows in- 
tolerable.“ 5 
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« J hope you intend I ſhould love you 
better for ſuch freedoms ?”” ſaid Ellen. 


«© You'll not love me the worſe ; beſides, 

1 may ſpeak what I think, whatever you #9 
do.“ 
ec ] have 
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I have not quite loſt that privilege,” 
N returned Ellen, © and I tell you plainly that 
5 if you mean I ſhould be of your caſſino 
0 party, you mult be a little more agreeable.” 


« Agreeable! I'll be as agreeable as an 
angel :—And ſo do go, that's a good ſoul, 
(ſpeaking to Henry) and find us a fourth— 
but not Sir William.“ 


However Henry might take moſt of 
taeſe inſinuations, for Lady Almeria's ac- 
cuſtomed rattle, he could not but obſerve 
| the ſhade of chagrin and melancholy that 
reſted on Ellen's brow, and he obſerved it 
| With an anxidus Cuilofity to Know its real 
| cauſe, He returned in a moment, bringing 
Sir William with him. 


” « See, I have obeyed you,” ſaid he to 
Lady Almeria. 


| Ing with huſbands and wives: Sir William 


cc Obeyed me? no, 1 proteſt againſt play-® 


you. 


% 


you are the only man in the room I object 
=.” 


Ee ] muſt hope then,” ſaid he, with a laugh, 

< that you are the only lady in the room 
that would have made the objection; and 
even that ſtretch of vanity won't conſole me 
under the misfortune of your diſpleaſure.” 
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« Oh! I did not object to you poſi- 
tively, only relatively, in your Capacity of 
huſband. 2: 
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«© There may be ſomething flattering in 
that objection,“ returned he, *“ and now 
let you and me try to beat Lady Ackland 
and Mr. Villars.” 
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This little party at cards diffuſed ſome- 
thing like eaſe amongſt Henry, Ellen, and 
Sir William, in its conſequence, though 
it was little ſhort of martyrdom at the time; 
and from this night Henry viſited and was 
received at Sir William's houſe on the foot- 
ing of a common acquaintance. 
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CD _. nnd Fu 


CHAP. VII, 


© Ne ſcuſa accetto che foſſe amore 


f « Stato cag4on di coſi grave errore 
« Che amor de far gentiieun cor villano, 
« E non far d' un gentil, coatrario effetto.“ 
X ARIOSTO., 
W 
0 A S Ellen and Henry now ſaw each other 
almoſt every day, the emotion with which 
| they at firſt met wore off by degrees: but 
” WE Henry loſt nothing of his gravity, and he 
could not but perceive that it ſeemed in 
Y 2 . | 
m lome degree contagious. 
C 5 : 
s WW Ellen's both natural and aſſumed ſpirits 
'- WK £00 often ſunk under the weight of the every 


W day's vexations that ſhe received from Sir 
William: 
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5 William: but Henry, who knew nothing 
471 of all this, fluctuated between hope and 
| fear, that the penſive thoughtfulneſs that 
ſometimes overſpread her countenance, 
might be imputable to the reccollection of 
paſt ſcenes, He wiſhed her happy, he 
wiſhed her upright, but he knew not how 
ket to wiſh her wholly forgetful of his former 
| ſufferings, or wholly inſenſible to his pre- 
ſent. Nothing, however, aroſe, that could 
lead to the clearing his doubts. Ellen did not 
appear to ſhun, or to ſeek his company; 
ſhe converſed with him with her uſual frank- 
neſs, treated him as her relation and friend, 
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but ſeemed to have forgotten that he had ever 
been her lover; yet he often ſaw her eyes 
fill with tears, and a ſigh of diſſatisfaction 
5 would ſometimes eſcape her. 

He turned his attentions toward Sit 
William, but could ſee nothing in his conduct 
that could give him realon to ſuppoſe the 
ſource of her unhappineſs lay there. Sit 


William was in fact an impenetrable man; 
| he 


/ 
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he knew how to conceal from the whole 
world his real diſpoſition; and he had be- 
ſides habitually different manners, and a 
different countenance for his public and 
private hours. 


He dreaded to draw on himſelf the ridi- 
cule that is attached to the character of a 
jealous huſband, and he wiſhed his acquaint- 
ance, eſpecially thoſe of his own ſtanding 
in life, to believe him perfectly ſatisfied in 
his choice of a wife. 


The fangs of jealouſy, however, ſtruck 
deeper and deeper into his heart every day: 
| the more he knew of Henry, the more he 
knew him to be the man moſt ſuited to the 
| ſentiments and feelings of Ellen: in acci- 
| dental converſations he was frequently 


Sir ſtruck by the coincidence of their opinions. 
1+ Their minds ſeemed to be formed in the 
the ame mould, their hearts to beat in uni- 
cir bon, their wiſhes, their pleaſures, their pur- 
an; its to be fame; the ſimilarity of their 
he 101, 11, | F taſte, 
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cal proofs of it. 


taſte, and of their virtues, ſeemed to form 
them for each other, and he knew not how 
to truſt, that the latter would be ſuch a bar. 
rier between them, as the former would not 
ſurm-nt ; yet could not the keen eye of 
Jealouſy diſcover in the conduct of either 
any thing to reprove. 


All was open, frank, and above board; 
he could not obſerve that Henry ſought 
Ellen apart from him, or from the reft of 
the world, nor could he diſcover in Ellen 
any affectation of too much or too little ſo- 
licitude in her intercourſe with Henry: 
but he ſuſpected that he himſelf loſt ground 
daily in the eſteem of Ellen, for he kney 
that he deſerved to do ſo; and he believed 
it not in nature that Ellen, not loving him, 
ſhould forget that ſhe had loved Henry, 
Henry too, ſo deſerving of her love! 6 
conſonant to her taſte! ſo apparently, 6 
almoſt avowedly conſidering her as the fi 
of women ! he could not have been more 
perfectly convinced of their mutual intcll- 
gence had he received the moſt unequiro 


We 
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Hence his private hours with Ellen were 
| ſent in indirect vpbraidings, in cruel in- 
finuations, in direct charges of want of love 
on her part, which ſuch conduct ſerved com- 

{ pletely to verify. 


Ellen oppoſed to all this injuſtice the 
calmneſs which good ſenſe dictates, and 
| the gentleneſs which a regulated mind 
inipires. She treated Sir William's un- 
| kindneſs as the effect of a diſtemper, and 
ſhe thought ſhe ſaw no cure for it, but in 
the moſt undiſguiſed frankneſs. 


«© You have conceived the moſt diſtreſ- 
ing ſupicions, would ſhe fay to him, © and 
the misfortune is the greater ſince being 
| totally unfounded, I know not how to clear 
| myſelf from them: if you would preſerve 


any of that love in my breaſt, of the dimi- 
b] 0 | — « 1 g 
' nution of which you fo. bitterly complain, 


| you muft give it ſomething whereon to 
| cd; complaints, reproaches, and calum- 
F 2 nies, 
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calumnies, were never the ſuſtenance of af. 
fection. Take me where you will, I am ready 
to accompany you to the remoteſt corner of 
the world, there I will live only with you and 


for you: fix upon any plan of life, where 


though excluded from the fociety and pleaſures 
of it, you admit of its duties, and you 
will find me ever ready to concur : but let 
us not continue amid ſcenes of imagined 
amuſement and real miſery, where it is im. 
poſſible but the very conduct you enyoin 
me ſhould fill your heart with bitterneſs, 
and increaſe an evil, which can only be 
cured by the reflections which time and a 
continued obſervation on my real charadder 
will enable you to make.“ 


This was good advice, but it was the ad- 
vice of cool reaſon, not the fervent expol- 
tulations of ardent love, ſuffering 2 
miſery of ſuſpicion; Sir William there or 
rather reſented it than benefited by it. 


Retire: 


| coul: 


taſ 
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| world 
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Retirement too, was by no means to his 


taſte: he could not have been happy, even 


in the love of Ellen, if he muſt only have 
enjoyed that love in a deſart. The world 


was the theatre on which his talents and his 


accompliſhments were ſhewn to moſt ad- 
vantage; in the ſociety of men of geniws, 
in the aſſemblies of people of high rank, in 
the circle of courts, Sir William had been 
accuſtomed to be liſtened to, and admired ; 
| and it was in ſcenes ſuch as theſe that he 

could alone find happineſs. Could Ellen 
have accompanied him in them, and could 
he have been convinced that ſhe preferred 


his happineſs would have been complete : 


| vanity was wanting to his felicity; and in the 
| world, the gratification of his love. Poſ- 
ſeſſed, however, with the opinion, that Ellen's 


he no longer felt any pangs from jealouſy 
k of which he was not the object, and in re- 
| F 3 moving 


him to every other man ſhe met there, 


but in a ſolitude the gratification of his 


| heart was wholly given up to Henry, 


. 
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moving her from him he removed her from 
all whoſe attention towards her gave him 
uneaſineſs; yet to ſecure his own honor in 
the preſervation of her's was more a point 
of delicacy than a cure for the wounds of 
his mind. Once convinced that ſhe had ſa- 
crificed it to her paſſion for Henry, and he 
would have found, if not a compenſation, 
at leaſt a gratification in the ſecurity of the 
puniſhment he meditated : but for the pang; 
inflicted by a perſuaſion that he had irreco- 
verably loſt her affection, no diſtance that 
he could place between her and Henry, no 
vengeance that he could purſue, no indemni- 
fication he coull propoſe to himſelf, could 
heal his ſorrows, or reſtore him to peace. 
Solitude he would have thought rather fa- 
vorable than diſadvantageous to the ſenti- 
ments he believed ſhe entertained, and 
therefore, both to occupy her mind with 
ſcenes in which Henry had no ſhare, as 
well as to gratify his own taſte, they re- 
moved, on Jeaving town, to Weymouth, 


Ellen, 
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Ellen, the unhappy victim of this mix- 
ture of ſelfiſhneſs and vanity, had flattered 
herſelf that ſhe ſhould 'either have been 
permitted to have viſited Groby Manor, or 


to have returned. to Oakley; but Sir 


William ſeemed to have an almoſt equal 
averſion to both places. 

The benevolent expences of Ellen, at 
Oakley, in which he had no inclination to 
join, or defire to countenance, he felt as a 
reproach to him ; and the ſcenes of Groby 
Manor he conſidered as too cloſely con- 


nected with the memory of Henry to be 
favorable to his intereſt, 


Ellen quitted town without regret, but 
ſhe did not go to Weymouth without re- 
luctance. The little lightneſs of heart 
which ſhe had carried with her to London, 
had long ſince been loſt in the increaſing 


unkindneſs of Sir William; the amuſements 
it afforded had loſt their novelty, and with 


their novelty, to a mind ſo ill, at eaſe as 


F 4. f her's, 
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her's, their power of intereſting: but the 
duties and pleaſures of a country life ſhe 
knew were ſo ſuited to her taſte, as always 
to afford employment for her faculties, and 
gratification to her heart. She had loſt the 
hope of being able to love Sir Wilham, or 
of awakening in ſo irrational and ſo ſelfiſh 
a mind as his, that ſpirit of juſtice, from 
which, even while he continued to love 
her, ſhe could alone hope for any degree of 
happineſs, and ſometimes extending her 
views into a futurity when probably he 
would love her no more, ſhe trembled for 
the ſituation in which ſhe might find herſelf 


But Ellen's good ſenſe forbade her to tor- 
ment kerſelf with the apprehenſion of any 
probable evils, and ſhe was more willing to 
encoutage the hope, that if ſhe might be 
allowed to take up her abode at Oakley, 
whether Sir William choſe to be with her 
or not, ſhe might always be able to ſecure 
to herſelf a very competent ſhare of con- 
tent, in the active diſcharge of her duties 
At 
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At preſent ſhe was, however, compelled to 
give up all thoughts of the quiet and inte- 
reſting occupations of the country, and to 
prepare herſelf for all the fatiguing diſſipa- 
tion, and ſickening repetition, of a ſea- 
bathing place. 


Ellen had been only a very ſhort time at 
Weymouth, before ſhe had reaſon to ſup- 
poſe herſelf in a circumſtance that ſhe He- 


lieved would give the greateſt pleaſure to 
Sir William, 


During the firſt months of their marriage 
he had expreſſed an anxious impatience for 
the proſpect of becoming a father, and had 
more than once teſtified chagrin and diſap- 
pointment, when there were no appearances 
of his ſoon being one. Ellen herſelf antici- 
pated a thouſand delightful cares and plea- 
8 lures that would ariſe from the duties of a 
mother, and was not ſhy of owning to Sir 


| William, that the indiſpoſition under which 


: ſhe 


. 
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ſhe then ſuffered, would probably put him 
in poſſeſſion of his wiſhes. 


But this information, far from being re- 
ceived by Sir William with pleaſure, ſeem- 
ed to overwhelm him with the ſenſe of ſome 
ſudden misfortune ; his countenance changed, 
his lips quivered with ſuppreſſed emo- 
tion, and he had hardly ſufficient command 
of Kimſelf to utter a word of kindnefs or 
congratulation on the ſubject. 


All this was a perfect enigma to Ellen.— 
Happily in this inſtance her innocence de- 
feated her penetration, and aſter much un- 
eaſy conjecture, ſhe reſted upon the ſuppo- 
ſition, (a ſuppoſition ſufficiently painful) 
that Sir William having loſt all love for her, 
had with it loſt all deſire of any farther tie 
between them, She was confirmed in this 
idea, when ſhe obſerved that he rather en- 
couraged than reſtrained her in riding, 
walking, and dancing. But Ellen, wlio be- 


gan to ſce that all the felicity of her future 


life 
23 


life 
bec 


any 
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life might propably depend upon children, 
became extremely ſolicitous not to loſe, by 
any in dliſcretion of her own, her preſent 
promiſe of ſuch a ſource of happineſs. 


Sir William, without ſeeming to advert 
to the care ſhe was willing to take of her- 
ſelf, was always projecting ſome party of 
amuſement; ſome riding, fiſhing, or fro- 
licking expedition, that called for exertion 
of bodily ſtrength. Ellen had very good 
health, and knew not how to hold herſelf 
exculed from ſuch engagements, without 
teeming to take a ſuperfluous and ſelfiſh 
care of an intereſt which nobody cite ap- 
peared to think about. 


Having ſpent two months at Weymouth, 
Sir William formed a party with another 
family to travel through South and North 
Wales, to croſs the kingdom from Cheſter 
to Scarborough, and fully to occupy the 
time until Chriſtmas, when they were en- 
gaged to ſpend a month wich Mr, Mordaunt, 

. r 6 and 


108 PLAIN SEN SE. 


and Lady Almeria, at their houſe in 


Devonſhire. Jot 
8 ;-- ON 
Ellen ventured to plead for a little reſt, ve. 
and mentioned Oakley, but Sir William the 
| told her that travelling would do her ev. 
| good, and that he had planned the whole WW &©c 
ſcheme entirely on her account, Pa. 
She was leſs diſinclined to give into it, f 
| from the hopes that when they were ſo fr an 
| North as Scarborough, ſhe ſhould be able BW of 
to perſuade Sir William to make a viſit to liar 
| Groby Manor. She communicated this ing 
hope to her father, and in this hope ſhe hig 
performed her peregrination through Wales, the 
with much ſatisfaction. But by the time its 
they arrived at Scarborough, Sir William lous 
declared the ſeaſon ſo far advanced, that no whe 
conſideration would induce him to venture feel. 

a mile farther North, and under this pre- 
tence he hurried her by haſty journies into N 
Berkſhire. long 


Ellen, a p⸗ 
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Ellen, happily, ſuffered little by all theſe 


journeyings, but when ſhe found herſelf 


once again at Oakley, ſhe would have been 
very happy if ſhe might have remained 
there for ſome time; Sir William, how- 
ever declared himſelf impatient to join the 
ſociety at Stanton Park, and to Stanton 
Park they accordingly went. 


Lady Almeria had filled her houſe with 
a numerous party of young diſſipated people 
of faſhion: hunting, riding, ſhooting, bil- 
lards, and ſhuttlecock, engaged the morn- 
ings; the pleaſures of an expenſive table, 
high play, muſic, and dancing, occupied 
the evenings. Here appeared love in all 
its degrees, from the ſerious, ſighing, jea- 
lous ſwain, to the pert fluttering coquet, 
who laughed at the paſſion ſhe affected ro 
feel. 


Mr. Mordaunt and Lady Almeria had 
long ceaſed to affect even the ſemblance of 
a paſſion which had carried them ſo preci- 


4 pitately 
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pitately into Scotland together, but in hay. 
ing ceaſed to contribute to each other's 
pleaſures, they had not fallen into a contrary 
extreme of wiſhing to interrupt them. He 
was careleſs, ſhe indifferent—he coquetted 
with every pretty woman who would liſten 
to him, and ſhe flirted with all the agreeable 
men who came in her way. 

She had juſt lain in of a poor neglected 
little girl, who, confined to the nurſery, Was 
dom viſited by her mother. In ſcenes 
ſuch as theſe, where Ellen found ſo much 
to diſapprove, and ſo much to lament, this 
nurſery ſeemed her beſt refuge, and here 
ſhe ſpent many hours every day. 


Sir William, ſince their abode at W ey⸗ 
mouth, ſeemed to have loſt much of bis 
former paſſion for Ellen, yet be could no: 
ſee her, in ſuch a circle as that with which 
ſhe was now ſurrounded, without iceling 
her ſuperiority—he id feel it—his love 
ſeemed to revive, and he often ſought her 

in 
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in this ſame nurſery, where ſhe paſſed ſo 


much of her time. 


Ellen, who never loſt ſight of the virtu- 


ous deſire of being one day able to inſpire 
Sir William with ſuch a way of thinking as 
would excite and retain ker affection, felt 
her hopes of the approach of ſo deſirable a 
period ſpring anew, whenever domeſtic 
pleaſures, or domeſtic virtues appeared to 
engage his attention, or occupy his hea 

She was delighted to ſee him quit the I 
fipated, and in fact, vicious ſociety of the 
drawing-room, or the eating parlour, to 
ſeek her in the innocent che of the nure 
ſery. With ſportive fondneſs ſhe would 
endeavour to make him take | his ſhare in 
nurſing the bantling, and would anticipate 
their mutual pleaſure when they ſhould 
have ſuch a plaything of their own: but 
from this ſabject he always appeared to 
ſhrink, and though he followed her 
nurſery, rather than be abſent from 


4814 


bd) 


to 


her, he 
came there only for the purpoſe of drawing 
her away from it. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


'm angling now, 
« Though you perceive me not, how I give line.” 


SHAKESPEARE, 


ELLEN had now been at Stanton Park 
more than a month, and the little plea- 
ſure ſhe took in the ſociety there, or 
rather, the poſitive diſapprobation ſhe felt 
towards moſt of the individuals that com- 


poſed it, had cauſed her, as it were, to fold 


up her charms and her talents in a civil re- 
ſerve, that forbade her all familliarity in 


thoſe who approached her, 


At this time Mr, Villars arrived at Stan- 


ton Park, 1 
There 
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There had never been any diſtinction 
between Ellen's manners towards him, and 
towards thoſe who with him had frequent- 
ed her houſe in town: there (whatever dif- 
ference of character might really exiſt) in 
the interchangement of the common-place 
civilitics of an aſſembly intercourſe, little 
difference could appear: but here, where 
in the freedom and familiarity of behaviour 
that prevailed, every vicious principle ſeem- 
ed to be diſplayed, and every depravity of 
the heart to be laid open—here indeed 
there was a decided diſtinction, When ſhe 


converſed with Henry, no coldneſs fat upon 


her brow, or reſtrained her tongue, her 
heart was upon her lips, the ſmile of ap- 
probation dimpled her cheek, and e 
in her eyes. 


Henry came immediately from Groby 
Manor to Stanton Park. Of Groby Manor, 
of her father, of her ſiſters, of her beloved 
Thorntons, ſhe was never weary of talking 
there was no enquiry relative to all theſe 

that 
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that was too minute, no ene that able 
was: not intereſting. 


In theſe converſations, it is true, Ellen 
wiſhed nothing ſo much as that Sir Wil. 
liam ſhould partake ; for ſhe wiſhed nothing 

ſo much as that they ſhould be equally im- 
portant to him as to herſelf; but the vi 
vacity that the arrival of Henry ſcemed to 
have inſpired her with, was a mortal offence 
to Sir William, anda confirmation, Strong 
as proof of Holy Writ,” of all that he 
had before ſuſpected. 


From this period the moſt deadly hatred 
ſucceeded in the breaſt of Sir William to 
that love which he had once felt for Ellen, 
and from this period he nouriſhed the mo: 
determined reſolution of revenge. 


But Sir William was indeed capable of 
that hypocriſy, of which he moſt ;unjuſtly 
ſuſpected Ellen. The dread he entertained 
of 1 being marked as a jealous huſband, en- 

abled 
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abled him to diſſemble, even with her, the 
pangs that wrung his very. ſoul. 


Inſtead of the conduct he had manifeſted 
in town, he continued his newly reſumed 
fondneſs; frequently made Henry the ob- 
ject of his panegyric ; pointed out to her 
his ſuperiority to thoſe around him, ſhew- 
ed a pleaſure in his converſation, and al- 
ways ſought to make Ellen a party in it. 
To this depth of diflimulation he was in 
ſtigated, not only by a deſire to eſcape the 
ridicule of jealouſy, but by a hope, that by 
thus laying all ſuſpicion aſleep in the minds 


both of Henry and Ellen, he ſhould attain 


a certainty of that, which though he did not 
doubt, he could by no means prove, and 


nothing ſhort of proof he knew could bear 


him out, even in his own opinion, in the 
courſe that he was refolved to purſue. 


The art of Sir William was much more 


than a match for the ingenuous innocence 
of Ellen: ſhe entertained not a doubt but 
that 
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that he was convinced of the injuſtice of his 
former ſuſpicions, and the moment ſhe be- 
lieved ſuch ſuſpicions were abandoned, ſhe 
ſincerely forgave them; ſhe conceived that 
he really was well fatisfied that ſhe ſhould 
entertain and manifeſt towards Henry, that 
couſinly regard which ſhe had never diſ- 
avowed, but which, on the contrary, ſhe 
had always declared ſhe ſhould carry to her 
grave, On the ſtricteſt examination of her 
heart ſhe diſcovered nothing in her ſenti- 
ments for Henry that ſhe could wiſh to 
conceal; and when ſhe beheld, as ſhe be- 
lieved, Sir William relieved from every jea- 
lous doubt, ſhe had on this ſubject nothing 
farther to wiſh, Henry too appeared to 
have ' recovered his natural tone of mind, 
and Ellen ſecretly congratulated herſelf on 
the accompliſhment of thoſe hopes which 
had cheered the darkeſt gloom of her for- 
mer ſorrows. 


Ellen's temper was ſanguine—there were 
moments in which ſhe could have believed 


any 


ge. 
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any thing as certain, that it was poſſible the 
united efforts of virtue and good ſenſe could 
produce. 


« Now,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, © I fee Henry 


happy; Sir William will in time be all I. 


wiſh him; his love for me will be rational 
as it is tender; he will deſerve, and I will 
give him my whole heart; after all my ſor- 
rows, and all my apprehenſions, there will 


not be a happier lot than the one I have 
drawn.” 


It depended wholly on Sir William to 
have realized this picture of happineſs ; he 


choſe to convert it into ſcenes of the moſt 
genuine wretchedneſs. 


The delight with which ſuch thoughts 
often filled the mind of Ellen, as ſhe ſat 
converſing with Sir William and Henry, 
frequently ſpread an ineffable air of ſatis- 
| faction and tenderneſs over her features. — 
| Henry at theſe moments beheld her as the 


image 
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image of virtue itſelf; and Sir William re. 
garded her as the moſt abandoned of her 
ſex—© The time will come,” thought he 


c the time will come! —and in this 


thought he was able to repreſs the reſent- 
ment which ſwelled his his heart almoſt to 
breaking. | 


The taſk, however, of diſſimulation, at 
length became too painful, and he longed 
to begin the period of puniſhment and ven- 
geance. Ellen was to lye-in in town, and 
to town, for this purpoſe, ſhe removed 


about the beginning of February. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


© Oime fortuna fella, 
s Che cambio è queſto, che tu fai? 
« Colui.“ 


« Che eſſer dovea, levato m' hai. 


«© Ti par che in luogo, ed inveſtor di quello 
«« $1 debba por coſtui, ch' ora mi dai?“ 


ARIO STO. 


FROM the inſtant of their quitting Stan- 
ton Park, Sir William's behaviour was 
entirely. changed; he ſeemed not now to 
wiſh to diſguiſe the ill opinion he had 
formed of her. He reproached her ex- 
plicitly for the pleaſure ſhe had manifeſted 
in the company of Henry, and he openly 
exulted in the art with which he had made 

her 
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to reply to Sir William's injuries, ſhe felt 
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her caution uſeleſs, and by which he had 
been able to aſcertain her real ſentiments, 


Ellen heard Sir William with an indig- 
nant aſtoniſhment, that for ſome time de- 
prived her of the power of ſpeech—ſhe 
knew not how to defend herſelf againſt a 
charge, the truth of which involved no 
criminality, She had conſidered every 
mark of regard which ſhe had ſhewn to 
Henry as ſanctioned by Sir William's ex- 
preſs approbation, and ſhe knew it did not 
contain a particle of that kind of love which 
the moſt extended of his rights could 


prohubit. 


acce 
of r 
OVN 


artte 
The reſentments of Ellen were always 


ſhort lived, and even before ſhe had voice 15 
ſomewhat like compaſſion, though perhaps 
a little mingled with contempt, riſe in her 
mind towards him. 


c That 
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— 


dee That it can ſuit your ideas of ho- 
nor and tenderneſs,“ ſaid ſhe, to endeavour 
to betray thoſe whom you are bound to 
defend, is what I can only be ſincerely ſorry 
for; but to treat as a diſcovery which 
vou owe to your own artifice that which 
at no time has been diſavowed on my part 
is a vain endeavour to dupe me a ſccond 
time: though innocence is „ it 
is not ſottiſh. Be aſſured you have diſc 

vered nothing, for nothing was attem] 80 
to be concealed: from the firit hour I 
accepted your heart, you knew the whole 
of mine; if you have not ſecured it your 
own long before now, the failure has not 
artien from my 2 to another, bur 
tor the want of d ole qualities in yourſelf, 
on which affection only can be grounded: 
J have laboured to love you, and never 
were you ſo nearly in poſſcſſion of my 
heart as at the moment when you have 
choſen to load me with the moſt injurious 
| feproaches, What can I fay, moſt un- 


| happy of men, what can I ſay, but that my 


VOL, II. " heart 
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heart ſhall ſtill be yours, when you know WW . 

how to deſerve it?“ : or 
Sir William trembled with. paſſion—the mi; 


truth flaſhed upon him—it was the light- Þ ed 
ning's flaſh that ſtrikes and kills. To be- 3 wh 
lieve himf{elf alone accountable for the loſs I felt 
of Ellen's true affections, was a pang of 3 but 
ſuch intolerable anguiſh, as human nature WWF fant 
could not bear. To think her falſe and b cho 


xx 


worthleſs was a ſuffering of a milder kind. 1 
Hardening his mind againſt conviction, he BW her 


gave way to a rage which was only a tem- 11d 
porary aſſuagement of his ſufferings, the * 
ſource in future of the bittereſt ſelf-reproach. of «| 

The agitation that his violence occaſioned YR 


to Ellen, threw her into labour: her ſitua- F her 
tion became critical and hazardous in a with 
very high degree, and Sir Williain would poſe, 
have almoſt conſented to have ſeen her in laſt 
the arms of Mr. Villars, to have been al- Sl: 


ſured of her life. It was not however, by 
the death of Ellen that heaven had deter- 
mined to puniſh Sir William—ſhe was de— 
livered of a boy and declared out of danger. 

3 Amid 
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judicial, abſented himſelf for ſome 
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Amidſt the varied anguiſh, compoſed of 
orief, terror, and reſentment, that filled the 
mind of Ellen, ſhe experienced as ſhe claſp- 


ed her child to her boſom, a ſource of joy 


which no misfortune that threatened her- 
ſelf alone could embitter; yet ſhe regretted 
but the more that in the father of her in- 
fant ſhe could not love the huſband of her 
choice. 

Sir William, under pretence of g. uarding 
her from every emotion that Wight be pre- 
days 
from her apartment; and Ellen made uſe 
of this interval to bring her mind into ſuch 
a ſtate of charity with him, as would enable 


ber to receive him, when they did meet, 


with a kindneſs, that might ſhew her diſ- 
poſed to forget all that had paſſed at their 
laſt interview. 


She preſented his ſon to him with a faint 
ſmile, ſaying, Let this be the pledge of 
oblivion for all that is paſt, and tie al- 
lurance of an unbroken amity for the time 
to come,” 


: G 2 « A fon!” 


— — — — 
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« A ſon!” faid Sir William, looking 
earneſtly in the boy's face. 
« Did ycu not know it was a boy ! 2” faid 


Ellen. 
« Yes,” returned Sir William, and again 


repeated, A lon!” : 


« Dear Sir William, take your child 


into your arms, the touch of his lips will 
baniſh every uneaſy thought have found 
them a ſovereign. panacea,” 

« So might I too! — 

„ Why do you not try then?“ 

«© No, it is a woman's remedy.” 

« It is a parent's,” returned Ellen. 

e. True, - faid Sir Willam; but he 
touched not the child. 

Ellen pained, wondering, confuſed, by a 
variety of indiſtinèt thoughts, haſtily ſnatch- 
ed the the boy to her heart and burſt into rears, 

Sir William alarmed, tried to ſooth ber 
by every tender expreffion he could think 
of; but he did not careſs the child, nor 
did he appear to regard it either as a pledge 
of oblivion, or as an aſſurance of amity. 
Elten 
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Ellen recovered ſlowly, the anxiety of 
her mind affected her body; he faw Sir 
William - gloomy and diſcontented, and 
though he reſtrained himſelf from acts or 
words of ill-humour or reproach, the ſame 
dark ſuſpicions ſeemed to lower in his 
mind, and the fame reſentment to polleſs 
his breaſt. 

Ellen was now able to go out in her 
carriage, and ſhe thought it proper no longer 
to delay making Sir William ae 
with the reſolution which ſhe had f ormed : 
was not long before he gave her an oppar- 
tunity of Gain ſo. 

On meeting her one day on her return 
from an airing, he obſerved that the colour 
began to return to her cheek, and the 
uſual life to appear in her eye, and he added, 
in a cold and reproachful tone, © You will 
ſoon be able to return to ſociety, you will 
ſoon be able to ſee all your friends. 

« I have a very few words to ſay, Sir 
William, « on that ſubject,“ returned Ellen, 
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| « and if you are at leiſure, be kind enougl wi 
1 to hcar them now.” — 
1 “ You are not going to make me a pO 
A ſpeech ?** Rs of 
4 « do not deal in oratory,” replied an 
1 Ellen, © what I have to ſay will be com- int 
jy priſed in a very few words.“ the 
1 « Well, Madam,” cried he, with an air ed 
4 of provoking mockery, I attend.” Ye 
1 « When firſt I was made ſenſible of the FO 
1 unjuſt ideas that you entertained of my cha- en 
3 rater,” faid Ellen, © I was led to hope that fe 
| ſuch jealouſy might only be the exuberancy re! 
3 of too ardent a love, and I truſted to that love the 
and my own rectitude for the remedy; ab 
when I had reaſon to think that the evil had be 
a deeper root, that it ſprung from the con- tir 
ſtitution of your mind, and that, perhaps, to 
you could not change it, I offered, with the m. 
moſt genuine ſincerity, to withdraw wit! no 
you from the whole world, and to live th 
only for you, This was treated as the m 
flight of an abſurd and romantic mind, and in 
T was enjoined to conduct myſelf to all Ye 


With. 
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with whom I converſed without diſtinction 


I obeyed this injunction as far as it was 
poſſible to obey it :—-the, honeſt affettions 
of the heart, which I had always avowed, 
and the difference that muit ariſe in our 
intercourſe with the wiſe, and the fooliſh, 
the good and the bad, ſtood not controul- 
ed, nor could they by this injunction. 


You know if ever my diſtinction went be- 


yond what ſuch affections and ſuch differ- 
ence could warrant; and I know, moſt 
feelingly, that notwithſtanding a conduct 
reſulting from ſuch principles, as will ſtand 


the ſtricteſt inveſtigation, I have not been 


able to 2cquit myſelf in your opinion: 1 
believe it impoſſible that you ſhould at this 
time doubt my honour, but you ſcruple not 


to tell me, that I have voluntarily given 
my affections to another :—what may you 


not next believe? —I ſhrink from the 
thought, and it behoves me to preſerve 
= myſelf from a ſuſpicion that may involve 


in the effects of its injuſtice thoſe who are 


yet unborn: what I once offered as a 
G 4. | kindneſs 
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1 kindneſs to you, I now aſk as a favor and © 
4 | WT witl 
'q ſhelter for myſelf. I will not again join c 
. : iu a TY = 1 
4 any ſociety, I will not again fee any friends 6 
| | 5 ; » . f . ut 
4 that can awaken any injurious doubts in you 101 
1 vill 


breaſt. If it is your will that I ſhall remain 
in town, I will remain there as a cole © 


> 


— 
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. : tion 
K prifoner in my own houſe; but if you 8 
N wiſh to avoid the appearance of ſingu— ä 
4 : 5 - vilit 
A larity, which this will have to the world, I 8 
4 beg that you will ſuffer me to go down to 
* Ee” , you 
I Oakley, my health will furniſh a reaſonable will 
4 pretence for ſuch a ſecluſion, and there ! 2 
1 . : | SR * 
A cannot give you even the ſhadow of a caule late 
"A tor thoſe jealouſies which wrong me, and : 
1 | 3 3 part 
| make you miſerable. you 
Sir William appeared ſtruck with the 1 
greateſt aſtoniſhment, by the calm and im- che 
preſſive ſtatement, that Ellen thus made f FI 
her wrongs, and of her conduct: ſome WF 
purpoſe labouring in his mind ſeemed, in W. 
ſpite of himſelf, to be ſuſpended by the WR Ne. 
power of truth. on 
cc | d Cab = -. 
Would you go alone: ſaid he. or 
« I ſhall not be alone, my boy will be vel 
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with me, and I will yet hope that all love 
for me is not ſo extinct in his father's breaſt, 
but can he may ſometimes be induced to 
viſit us.” 

A ſudden ſhade of diſtruſt and indigna- 
tion croſſed Sir William's brow. 

e Nes 88885 it not, —his father will 
viſit you.“ 

0 I hope fo,” ſaid Ellen warmly. © Then 


will ſuffer me to remove to Oakley?“ 

« Yes, to queen it there to court popu- 
larity by inſidious charities—to form a 
party of the ſcum of the earth to build 
your reputation on the downfall of mine.” 

« Good God!” exclaimed Ellen, then 
checking herſelf, © far are all ſuch thoughts 
from me,” ſaid ſhe, ©& I have no predilec- 


Wales, let me go there—ſend me into the 
North of Scotland-—baniſh me to Ireland 
do with me what you will, with this excep- 
ton only, do not keep me here, and com- 
Trek me into company, where the pureſt in- 


„ nocence 
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you approve my plan, Sir William ?—you | 


tion for Oakley; you have an eſtate in 
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nocence cannot preſerve me . the foul- 
eſt ſuſpicion.” 

Again Sir William's reſolution ſeemed 
to be ſhaken—he remained ſilent and 
thoughtful. 

1 If could believe that it was prejudice 
and falſhood— | 

©« I know not what means to uſe to con- 
vince you it is ſo, but ſuch as I have uſed 
in vain,” ſaid Ellen; © it appears to me that 
your mind is deeply infected with a diſtem- 
per that nothing but time and your own 
reflections will cure; let me wait the reſult 
of theſe, quictly and inoffenſively, far from 
any poſſibility, by any manners or conduct 
of my own, of increaſing the evils: No 
happineſs reſults to either of us from being 
now together; on the contrary, ſo many 
cauſes of mutual offence may ariſe, as may 
ſerve definitively to alieniate our hearts from 
each other, and make it impoſſible at any 
future period, however diſtant, to entertain 
that mutual triendſhip lo eſſential to our 
| happineſs, our virtue, and our reputation.“ 


Welle 
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c Well,” ſaid Sir William, after a mo- 
ment's pauſe, „be it ſo; the experiment 
may ſerve as a trial in more ways than one: 
but whom do you mean to take into your 
ſecret? who is to be confidant ?”” 


willingly conceal from myſelf, and be afſur- 
ed I will not burthen any one elſe with 
the knowledge of it.” 

« And ihall you not write a pathetic let- 
ter to your corfin, deſiring he will keep out 


duty, the hope of better times, when inno- 
cence will have all its rights, when you may 


avow the eſteem with which you always have 


been, and always ſhall be—and ſo turn a 
period and make a flouriſhins concluſion ? 
—would not this be according to rule?“ 

«© The paroxyſm is ſtrong now indeed,” 
ſaid Ellen, «I will leave you, and wait 
your deciſion as to where I ſhall go.“ 
Stay, that may be decided in a mo- 
ment: Oakley is the beſt place; your re- 
6: treat 


« No one this is a ſecret I would 


of your way, and bidding him farewel?— 
and talk of the ſacrifice of Hiendſbip to 
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treat there will appear moſt natural, and 
raiſe leaſt conjecture. When ſhall you be 
able to go?“ 5 
ee In Jeſs than a week; and I entreat 
you, Sir William, to let that time be ſpent 
with as little diſcompoſure as poſſible. On 
my part you fhall ſee nothing but g00d- 
humour, and if you will permit it, cheer- 
fulneſs.” | 
«© Good God! why ſhould we part?— 
Oh! Ellen, are you all that you ſeem to be?“ 
te J hope you will, ere long, be convinced 
that I am; and I think the preſent arrange- 
ment moſt likely to produce that conviction,” 
« You wyh then to go?” 
« ] do; but I ſhould not if I EF be- 


heve that continuing here, I could ward 


off thoſe unjuſt thoughts that make us 


both ſo miſerable.“ 
I believe you had better go, perhaps 
I ſhall woner come to my ſenſes in your 
bſence ; perhaps the preſent ſeparation 
may make every future hour we are to 
ſpend together happier.” 
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CHAP. X. 


« Say, from afflicticn's various ſource, 2 
« Do none but turbid waters flow?“ 


MASUNMNs 


In a few days Ellen left town, for Oak- 
ley, taking with her her beloved boy. He 
ſeemed the only human being whom ſhe 
might love unreproved, or at leaſt the 
only one for whom her affections were not 
embittered by ſome painful reflection. 

She could not conceal from herſelf that 
Sir William ſtudiouſly held her apart from 
her family, and he had fo profeſſedly fer his 
face againſt Miſs Thornton, that except one 
lingle fortnight which ſhe had ſpent at Oak- 

ley, 


6 
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ley, Ellen had not ſeen her ſince her mar- 
riage; nor was he more willing that either 
of her ſiſters ſhould be with her, and in the 
early days of the breaking out of his dif- 
content, he had reproached her for loving 
her father with a warmer affection than ſhe 

loved him, . N 
With Lady Almeria, who was always ſur- 
rounded by a ſociety in which he himſelf 
found pleaſure, and whom he knew Ellen 
could not love, and with her brother, who 
ſhewed not much love to her, he ſuffered 
her to aſſociate with that degree of famili- 
arity the nearneſs of their connexion war- 
ranted, but he held her as much as poſſible 
aloof from the whole world beſides. He 
wiſhed her to be always in company, but 
he would have had the promiſcuous crow: 
with which he had ſurrounded her who!:y 
and alike indifferent to her. 
A mode of life in which the affeCtions | 
had no ſhare would have been in itſelf, ex- 
tremely irkſome to Ellen, and when joined 
to the more poſitive evils that Sir William 
ſpared 


ſpared not to inflict, became inſupportable. 
At Oakley ſhe ſeemed to repoſe as in a ſe- 
cure harbour, after having been long toſſed 
in ſtorms that threatened ſhipwreck. 123 

She nurſed her boy, and this was one 1 
reaſon that was given to the world for her 1 
retiring to the country at that ſeaſon of the 1 
year, when every body Elſe was flocking 
to town, This occupation was a perpetual 
ſource of delight and intereſt to her. Alone 
at Oakley, ſhe could dedicate the whole of 
her time and her thoughts to fo delightiul a 
care, and ſhe ſaw, or fancied that ſhe ſaw, 
in the ſtout limbs, and intelligent ſparkling 
eyes of her darling, the proot and the- re- 
ward of her more taan common love. 

Lacy Almeria had dragged her poor little 
vaby to town with her, where neglect and 
want of good air ſoon reduced it to a 
very pitiable objec. Ellen was told it was 
ill, and earneſtly entreated Lady Almeria 
do let it join the nurſery at Oakley: to 
mis requeſt ſhe readily acceded, and the 
little 
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little Almeria was ſent down into Berkſhire, 
to add to the cares and pleaſures of Ellen. 
With her two children, and the various 
means of occupation which her underſtand- 
ing and her heart provided her with, Ellen 
began to regain a degree of eaſe and hap- 
pineſs, which except at very ſhort inter- 
vals, had been long a ſtranger to her bo- 
ſom. All remains of reſentment towards 
Sir William entirely ſubſided; ſhe again 
flattered herſelf that if ſhe could once in— 
ſpire him with a taſte for the calm delight 
of the country, ſhe might be able in time 
to correct his unhappy aptitude to ſuſpicion, 


to eradicate all jealouſy from his mind, 


and mak ing him worthy of her love, love 
him with an affection more reaſonable, and 


as warm as any which he had ever felt for 


her; ſhe congratulated herſelf on the pant 
ſhe had taken, and was ready to perſuade 
herſelf that her paſt vexations were only a 
more certain road to happineſs. 

She wrote to Sir William frequently, detsil- 


ing all that ſhe did, and recounting the wü 


Iſms 
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riciſins of Almeria, who, however, could 
not yet ſpeak, and the wonderful tricks and 
| atchievements of her boy. In return, Sir 
William's letters were ſhort, contained little 
but the anecdote of the day, and never 
replied in any way to the domeſtic and 


nurſery ſtories which made the ſuvject of 


Ellen's | 

Ellen was willing to lay all this inſenſi- 
bility to the way of life Sir William was 
engaged in, ſo unfavourable to the feelings 
of the parent and the huſband, and to hope 
the cure for all lay in his being made ſenſi- 
ble of the ſuperior pleaſure that could ariſe 
from ſuch feelings, to that which every 
other gratification apart from them could 
| beſtow, In this hope ſhe urged him much 
to make a viſit to Oakley, but hitherto he 
| tad attended little to her requeſt, 


- 
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CHAP. XI. 


“O ſommo dio, come i gindigi umani, 
ce Speſlo otiuiciti ſon, da un nembo obſcuro.“ 


ARIOSTO, 


Wm Ellen was thus indulging herſelf 
in every virtuous propenſity, and when 
ſhe already began to reap the reward that 
uſually attends the gratification of ſuch 
propenſities, Henry was a prey to the moſt 
tormenting diſquietude. 

On his arrival in town, he had learnt Ellen's 
removal into the country, and he had heard 
aſſigned as a reaſon for it, her own health, 
which had ſuffered much from her con- 
finement, and the cares which ſhe had taken 
upon her with reſpect to her boy. Nothing 
could appear more natural than theſe rea- 
ſons, and with Henry, who knew Ellen's 

diſpoſition, 


PLAIN SENSE, 129 


diſpoſition, they would have found but for 
one circumſtance, a molt ready belief. 
Sir William's conduct during the time 
which they had all paſſed in Devonſhire to- 
gether, had compleatly deceived him; he 
believed that Sir William felt for Ellen all the 
love that ſhe was ſo well formed to inſpire, 
and he never had reaſon to ſuppoſe that Ellen 
did not rejoice in and return his love. But 
in Henry's opinion it ill conſiſted with ſuch 
a mutual affection, that Sir William ſhould 
ſuffer Ellen to go without him into the 
country, in circumſtances in which ſhe 
might be ſuppoſed particularly to call for 
more than common attention, or that he 
could conſent ſo ſoon to loſe ſight of their 
| firſt pledge of love; a boy too, which is 
generally as dear to a father as a mother. 

It was this circumſtance that raiſed a ſuſ- 
| picion in the mind of Heary, that there 
| was ſomething more in Ellen's preſent re- 


tirement than the world in general believ- 


| ed; yet was he cautious in his endeavours 
to diſcover whether his ſuſpicions were 
grounded 
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grounded in truth, left he ſhould commy. 
nicate ſimilar doubts to others. 
He threw himſelf as much as poſſible in 


the way of Sir William, who preſervecd ta- 
wards him the manners he had held when 


they were together in Devonſnite; it being 
Sir William's unalterable reſolution, cven 
in the vengeance that he meditated again! 
Ellen, that the world ſhovid never know 


that he had entertained a ſuſpicion of her 
virtue or her love. 
- Sir William would often ſpeak of Ellen, 


would mention the partiality ſhe entertained 
for a country life, the new born attachment 
to her boy, which ſeemed to ſwallow up every 
other affection, and ſometimes he would la- 
ment that it deprived himſelf, and the rei 
of her friends, of her company in town. 
Henry upon thoſe occaſions was ftrong!y 
tempted to aſk, what could detain him there, 
while Ellen was in the country; but as be 
could not forget, neither could he hope, that 
Sir William could forget the connexion that 


had once been between Ellen and himſell. 
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The remembrance of this connexion im- 
poſed a ſcrupulous delicacy upon him when- 
ever he mentioned Ellen to Sir William. as 
it was a ſubject which he never began, ſo it was 
one that he always put an end to as ſoon as 
poſſible. Sir William perceived this ſnyneſs, 
and imputed it tothe worſt of motives; from 
a reſtleſs defire to diſcover what he dreaded 
to aſcertain, he ſcarcely ever ſaw Henry, 
without introducing, in ſome way or other, 
the ſub ject of Ellen's retirement, and Henry 
at length began to think there was ſome- 
thing of affectation, or deſign, in this. 

While Henry's mind was in this ſtate of 
ſuſpence, Lady Almeria awakened him to a 
auch more lively ſuſpicion of the truth. 

Lady Almeria's own attendant was couſin 
to the women who waited upon Ellen, they 
were both Northumberland girls, and Ellen's 
ſervant had fpent all her life, till taken 
| into Ellen's ſervice, within a bow-ſhot of 
Groby Manor; hence ſhe could tell of the 
early love between her lady and Mr. Villars, 

of the cruelties of Lord Villars, the diſtreſs 


of 


— 
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of the lovers, the ſudden appearance of 
Henry on the eve of Ellen's marriage, with 


every circumſtance relating to the affair 
that was made public, and with many that 
had never happened, and which were re- 


ported from miſapprehenſion and conjec- 


cure. 

It was from her knowledge of much that 
really had paſſed, and from her belief in ſtil 
more that never paſſed, that ſhe had drawn 
the concluſion, that Ellen would never love 
Sir William. Thus, from the day of her 
marriage ſhe never ſaw a ſhade of diſcontent 
upon Ellen's brow that ſhe did not 1mpute 
(according to the chamber-maid-like idea 
of the invincibility of a firſt paſſion) to her 
having been croſſed in love. 

With a mind thus pre-occupied by this 
fancy, it was nat poſſible that the whole of 
Sir William's unkindneſs and its effects 
upon Ellen, ſhould be entirely concealed 
from her. What ſhe fell ſhort of in real 
knowledge, ſhe made up in conjecture, and 


all ſhe conjectured ſhe reported as fact— 
Much 
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Much of it indeed was ſo, though ſhe did 
not know it. . 
Ellen having left ſome books in town, 
locked up in a cabinet, of which ſhe had 
the key with her in the country, about this 
time ſent her maid to town to bring them 
to her. 
jenny, who had her mind full of all that 
ſhe beheved had happened in Sir William's 
| family ſince ſhe laſt ſaw her couſin, made 
| uſe of ſome of the few hours that ſhe ſpent 
in town ina viſit to Lady Almeria's houſe, 
| and there ſhe fully detailed to her ſiſter goſſip, 
all that ſhe knew, and all that ſhe believed ſhe 
| knew. She told of Ellen's violent illneſs, 
| immediately following an angry converſa- 
tion with Sir William: ſhe repeated ſome 
| words which ſhe had accidentally overhead 
| —ſlic dwelt on the length of time which 
he had abſente d himſelf from the apartment 
| of Ellen—on the diſlike that he ſeemed to 
have to the child—on the grief that ſhe had 
| viten witneſſed in Ellen's countenance and 
manner on the unkindneſs of Sir William, 


III 
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| in having never once viſited Oakley ſince 
q Ellen had retired thither—and on the con- 
A tentment and eaſe Ellen ſeemed to experi- 
A ence notwithſtanding his abſence. 
$] From all theſe circumſtances thoſe two 
| Machiavels concluded, with a certainty that 
left no room for doubt, that Sir William 
| was jealous of Mr. Villars, that he had ba- 
niſhed Ellen into the country to prevent 
their meeting, and that Ellen had more fa 
1 tis faction alone, and left to the remembrance 
4 of her firſt love, than, from the unkindne; 
and ſuſpicion of Sir William, ſhe had ever 
* enjoyed in the world, and in his ſociety. 
1 As Jenny ſincerely loved her miſtreſs, al 
4 that Ellen did was right in her eyes; and if ſhe 
4 had been employed by her in carrying on 
a an intercourſe. with Henry, ſhe would cally 
: i have excuſed her on the ſcore of the un- 
- conquerable nature of a firſt paſſion, and 


the provocation received from a jealous 
huſband; ſuch circumſtances forming 
ſpecies of apology, that in vulgar minds 5 
a ſufficient excuſe for every enormity. 
Bt 
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But as Jenny thought Ellen extremely in- 
jured, ſo ſhe knew her to be perfeRly inno- 
cent; and hence ſhe painted her as the moſt 
patient ſufferer, and Sir William as the worſt 
and moſt unkind of human creatures, 

Lady Almeria's woman had often heard 
her Lady expreſs ſomewhat of contempt, and 
| a good deal of ſurpriſe, on Ellen's with- 
| drawing from town at that ſeaſon of the 
year, and ſhe had heard her throw out, as 
| n improbable ſuppoſition, that it was con- 
| trary to her own wiſh, and the effect of Sir 
William's arbitrary jealouſy ; ſhe had, how- 
| ever, alſo heard her declare that ſhe was 
| not in the ſecret, and did not in fact really 
| know what the cauſe was. 
| Lady Almeria amongſt her other foibles, 
had that moſt pernicious one of buſying 
E herſelf much in the affairs of others; ſhe 
had always taken upon her to foretel that 
che marriage of Ellen with Sir William 
would end ill, and ſhe looked with ſome 
degree of eagerneſs for every circumſtance 
chat could tend to prove that her predic- 
bons were fulfilled, 
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From theſe defects in Lady Almeria's 
character, Betty always found herſelf wel] 
liſtened to when ſhe talked of the character; 
of her Lady's acquaintance, or repeated 
anecdotes out of their reſpective families, 

All therefore that ſhe had heard from her 
couſin was moſt eagerly poured out as a tor- 
rent the next time ſhe attended upon Lady 
Almeria, and it was poured out with all 
thoſe exaggerations and embelliſhments that 


fo readily occur to every relator of every 


ſtory, who wiſhes to make the moſt of what 
is to be told. Every thing that Betty re- 
lated found ready credence with Lady Al- 
meria, and in a few hours after ſhe had 


| heard the ſtory meeting with Henry: 


«© Now,” ſaid ſhe, I can clear up the 
wonderment of. Lady Ackland's running 
away from vs in ſuch a ſtrange manner; 
that brute, Sir William, is jealous of you, 
and he means to confine Ellen to Oakley 
as long as ſhe lives; and woe be to you 
both, if you approach the threſhold !” 

Henry turned pale as death, 

| Let 
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« Let me beg, Lady Almeria,” ſaid he, 
« that you will not indulge yourſelf in ſuch 
wild fancies, —much leſs repeat them. 

« Oh! you don't believe me? - come this 
| way then, and I will give you ſuch a proof 
as will clear my veracity in a moment.” 
Why ſhould I be convinced of what would 
give me inexpreſſible pain to believe ?” } 
| © Tt cannot give you more pain than it 
does me: I have been in a perfect fidget 
| cyer ſince I heard ir—I am ſure I dare not 
tell Mr. Mordaunt half, he'd be for cutting 
| Sir William's throat, or ſome ſuch thing, 
| for you never heard of ſuch a dragon,” 
| Henry's curioſity now got the better or 
| lis prudence, and he liſtened to all Lady 
Almeria had to tell ;—but with what emo- 
| tions he liſtened to it, it is not poſſible to 
| expreſs, His whole frame trembled, and 
his agitation was ſo great, that Lady Almeria 
| began to repent thar ſhe had choſen a public 
| afembly for ſuch a communication. 
| “Come, I will tell you no more,” ſaid 
be, how you do love this Ellen ftill !— 
1 1 2 „ 
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I do not believe there is ſuch another con- 1 
ſtant ſwain in the bills of mortality.“ as 
«I muſt know all now,” ſaid Henry, | 
© coſt me what it will; you ads ſet me on 45 
col 


the rack.“ 
« But I dare not;—it will be you that 
will be for cutting Sir William's throat at 


this rate.” the 
No, | have no ſuch thoughts: Sir _ 
William will live ſafe from my vengeance; : 
but what is there more to hear?“ the 
« Bleſs me, not much: it 1s eaſy to ſup- rece 
poſe what a jealous, and unreaſonable man * 
will fay and do—but Ellen is fo reſerved oy 
that I don't find that ſhe has ever com- = 
1 242 any 
plained, even to her maid. 
: 5 thoi 
« Complained !—to her maid !—” te. va 
peated Henry, © No, Ellen knows how to i - 
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ſuffer, but not to complain.“ 
And ſo ſhe will have no redreſs! I ke 
no mighty wiſdom in that. Were I in her 
place I would complain, and loudly too 
men may be managed by their fears, and 


Sir William would not dare to uſe her 6 
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if he thought ſhe would expoſe his conduct 
to the world.“ 

Henry was in no humour to diſcuſs the 
propriety of ſuch maxims, and finding he 
could draw no farther particulars from Lady 
Almeria, he earneſtly recommended what 
yet he could not hope ſhe would practiſe, 


the ſtricteſt ſilence, and withdrew with a 


| heart oppreſſed almoſt beyond ſufferance. 

Although Mr. Villars was well aware of 
| the ſuſpicious quarter from which he had 
| received his intelligence; and though in 
any matter where the happineſs of Ellen had 
not been concerned, ſuch evidence as that 


any circumſtnace for a moment in his 
| thoughts, yet in a caſe where ſo much was 
at ſtake, his apprehenſions gave credibility 
to the moſt doubtful teſtimony ; and this 


not entertain a doubt. 


neſs of Ellen, which was now aſcribed to 
. H 3 Mi 


| on which it reſted, would not have fixed 


| teſtimony ſeemed to be confirmed by ſeveral 
| particulars, of the truth of which he could 


He knew the ſudden and dangerous ill- 
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Sir William's violence, to be a fact; and 
he had before been told, that it had been 
occaſioned by a fright. It was alſo certain 
that ſhe had retired into the country, and 
that Sir William ſo far from accompanying 
her, had never even viſited her ſince her 
reſidence there. The frequent, and what 
nov more than ever appeared to be offici- 
ous converſations, with him upon this ſub- 
ject, returned with added effect upon his 
mind, and he felt perſuaded that they had 
been held with a defign to confirm or do 


away ſuſpicions which he was now convin- 
ced Sir William had entertained. 


_ Theſe ſuſpicions ſeemed, it is true, ill to 


agree with the friendly and open conduct 


which he had held towards him while in De- 
vonſhire; or with the continuation of the 
ſame in their intercourſe in town : But Henry 
could not help fearing, that this conduct, 
which might be uſed as a cloak to his real 
thoughts, was rather a proof that the evil 
lay deep, than it did not exiſt. 

01 * 7 - A thouſand 
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A thouſand fehemes did he revolve in his 
mind as to what he could or ought to do 
towards the diſcovery of the truth ; and to- 
wards the alleviation of the evil if it did 
ſubſiſt: but to every one he found inſup- 
portable objections, and was obliged to reſt 
in the concluſion, however contrary to his 
wiſnes he might find it, that the ſafeſt and 
beſt courſe he could purſue, was to do 
nothing. = 

Impelled however by feelings very ſimi- 
lar, Sir William and he met continually: 
their minds were equally occupied by the 
ſame ſubject, and though both were ſhy in 
| their manner of treating it, they found no 

intereſt in any other. 

Henry obſerved that Sir William enquired 
frequently into his motions; and remark- 
ed, that he was particularly inquiſitive whether 
his love for hunting did not carry him- 
often to the Lodge. Henry was ſometimes, 
upon ſuch occaſions betrayed, by his eager- 
neſs to do away al] ſuſpicion in Sir Wil- 
lam's mind, into a minuteneſs of detail and 
„ TT 
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a warmth of denial, that rather ſeemed x: 
the cover to the truth, than the ſimple de- 
claration of 1t. 

| Seldom therefore did Sir William and 
Henry converſe together without Henry 
being more than ever convinced of the 
jealouſy Sir William had conceived, and Sir 
William confirmed in the juſtice of it. 

By theſe converſations, and the reflections 
Sir William made upon them, his mind « 
was at length wrought up to ſuch a pitch 
of miſery and indignation, that he reſolved 
to withhold the meditated revenge no longer; 
but preparatory to the blow he intended to 
ſtrike, it was neceſſary to ſee Ellen, and 
lull her if poſſible into perfect ſecurity. 

For this purpoſe he no longer delayed to 
viſit Oakley; there, however, ſuch a ſcene 
awaited him, as again broke in upon all his 
deſigns, and ſuſpended his mind once more 
in the agitating balance of uncertainty, 
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CHAP. XII. 


« What angel ſhall 
et Bleſs this unworthy huſband ? He cannot thrive 1” 


SHAKESPEARE» 


| SR WILLIAM found Ellen blooming 
| with health, and her ingenuous counte- 
[nance marked with the placid look of con- 
tent, which virtue only can impreſs: he 
found her buſied in every rural and every 


Ipetually in her arms, occupied wholly witk 
them, and apparently without a thought 
wich wandered from the environs of 
Oakley, 

| He was received by her with ſuch marks 
genuine ſatisfaction, as emed not to 


HH 4 Ray leave 
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domeſtic care, living with her children per- 
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leave a doubt but that he was truly wel. 
come to her, and that it would be his own 
fault if he did not derive from her ſociety 
every happineſs he could deſire. 

Such appearances were fo entirely incom- 
patible with the guilt which he had been ſo 
ready to impute to her, as to compel him for 
ſome time, in ſpite of himſelf, to do her 
juſtice. Yet, if ſhe did not love Henry, how 
came ſhe to be ſo happy in the abſence of 
her huſband ? the anſwer that his conſcience 
forced from him to this queſtion, gave him 
a pang of ſelf-reproach, that he knew not 
how to endure. 

If her heart be not another's—yet I have 
loſt it for ever, thought he. But no, it 1s 
in loving Henry. that ſhe has ceaſed to love 
me. My conduct towards her has juſtified 
this dereliction in her eyes, and hence the 
caſe and ſatisfaction that appears in her 
countenance ; hence the deep hypocriſy ſhe 
is enabled to maintain. | 

Such thoughts. as theſe were ſupplanted 
by others more worthy of Ellen; and theſt 

were 
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were again driven from his mind by freſſr 
ſuſpicions and new jealouſies. What would 
he not have given for Morgana's cup, or 
the little boy's mantle. 

Ellen remarked the perturbation of his 


| mind; and ſhe ſtrove to allay it by the moſt 
atfectionate cheerfulneſs. It would not 
| have been poſſible to have ſuppoſed from 
| any word or look that eſcaped Ellen, that 
| ſhe had withdrawn into the country to 
| avoid the violent effects of the moſt unjuſt 
| jealouſy; or that ſhe retained an atom of 
| reſeritment for the injuries ſhe had received. 
A perfect oblivion as to all that had paſſed 
| before her removal to Oakley, ſeemed to 
| have pervaded her mind. She appeared 
willing to conſider that period as a new 
| epoch of her life, from which, if he pleaſ- 
Jed, Sir William might date their mutual 
| happineſs. 


Sir William had now ſpent three weeks 


in Berkſhire, and ſo far had the mild. and 
| viſe demeanour of Ellen wrought upon his 
mind, that he began to conſider all his paſt 
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fears but as the horrors of a frightful dream 
from which he was now awakened. 

If he could always hve with Ellen at 
Oakley, he thought he could ſubdue his 
jealouſy; but to live always at Oakley, even 
with an angel, was what little ſuited his 
taſte. It would not, however, he knew, be 
difficult to perſuade Ellen to continue there 
altogether. This indeed appeared to be 
what ſhe deſired, and if he could be aſſured 
that ſhe lived there wholly to herſelf and 
children, he was willing to flatter himſelf 
that the kindneſs with which he doubted 
not ſhe would always receive him when he 
choſe to join her, would be ſufficient for 
his own happineſs, 

To this ſcheme of ſelfiſh felicity there 
was only one objection that aroſe in his 
mind; he feared there might be ſome myſ. 
tery in the choice Ellen ſeemed to have 
made of Oakley for her reſidence, and the 
neighbourhood of the Lodge recurred to 
his remembrance, and brought with it 
udden pang of jealouſy that made him ftart, 
| 3 The 
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The experiment, however, he thought 
worth trying. If Ellen were innocent ſhe 
might be fafely truſted at Oakley, if ſhe 
were guilty, the place of her abode was a 
matter ot little conſequence, Time and 
obſervation could alone clear this impor- 
tant point, and to time and obſervation he 
reſolved to refer it. | 

Sir William was in this ſtate of mind, not 
wholly cured of his ſuſpicions, and yet wil- 
ling to believe them ill-founded, when an 
event happend that ſeemed to his diſturbed 
imagination to carry conviction with it; it 
fixed him immoveably in his plan of ven- 
geance, and ſcaled the deſtiny of Ellen. 

Both the children were ſeized at the ſame 
time with the meaſles, and the diſorder put 
on its moſt alarming form. Ellen diſpatch- 
ed a meſſenger inſtantly to Lady Almeria, 
and ſhutting herſelf up in the apartment 
with the children, watched them with equal 
and unremitted ſolicitude. Before Lady Al- 
meria arrived the little girl was apparently 


Out 
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out of danger, but the boy continued in a 
ſtate of the greateſt hazard. | 

Ellen, who had not a thought that ſhe 
could ſpare from him, did not obſerve the 
almoſt undiſſembled indifference with which 
Sir William viewed the child's danger, and 
her ſorrows ; but it ſtruck every body elſe. 
Lady Almeria conſidered it as a full con- 
firmation of all that ſhe had been told: She 
had promiſed to ipform Henry of the pro- 
greſs of the child's diſeaſe, and ſhe ſcrupled 
not to mention in the moſt explicit terms, 
all the @bſcrvations that ſhe had made on 
Sir William's conduct. 

Henry was almoſt driven to diſtraction 
with the idea of Ellen's ſufferings, and Sir 
William's cruelty, yet durſt he not attempt 
to alleviate the one, or to puniſh the other; 
he could oniy entreat Lady Almeria not to 
remit the frequency and particularity of her 
details, and he awaited the event in town 
with all the anxiety and perturbation that 
he might have felt had he been indeed tlie 
father of the child. 


Not 
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Not all the exertion of the beſt medical 
{kill, not all poor Ellen's ſolicitous and 
unwearied care could prolong her darling's 
date on earth, or keep its ſpirit one mo- 
ment from its native ſky : It died !—And 
Ellen remained a motionleſs image of de- 
ſpair, by the ſide of the bed on which it 
had expired. 

Sir William had been out in his grounds, 
and returning, entered the apartment to 
make his uſual cold inquiry, in his accuſ- 
tomed words of, © How go you on.” | 

« Tt is all over!” faid Lady Almeria. 

© Thank God!“ ſaid Sir William, and 
ruſhed out of the room. 

Ellen looked up, and inſtantly ſunk down: 
ſenſeleſs, and to all appearance lifeleſs. 
Lady Almeria's ſhrieks brought Sir Wil- 
ham back. % You have murdered her 
j you have killed Ellen,” ſaid ſhe. 
| No words can deſcribe Sir William's 
E conſternation ; he hardly knew the force of 
| the words that had eſcaped him, and the 
effect they had upon Ellen appeared incom- 
; prehenſible: 
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prehenſible: but the ſight of her, pale 
and breathleſs before him, drove him al- 
moſt to inſtant madneſs. He caught her 
in his arms, and eager to remove her from 


the chamber of death, carried her to her 


own apartment, There, while every me- 
thod was uſed to reſtore her, he threw him- 
ſelf on his knees before her, and, regard- 
leſs of all preſent, earneſtly implored her 


forgiveneſs, upbraided himſelf as the moſt 


eruel and unjuſt of men, and promiſed 
never ceaſing love and confidence if ſhe 
would but live to bleſs him. 

Ellen opened her eyes; but, as if the 
ſight of Sir William was baneful to her, ſhe 


put her hands before them and wept bitterly. 


Sir William ordered every body to retire, 

«© No! no! no!” faid Ellen. 

c Do you then hate me?” ſaid Sir 
William, © Dare you not truſt yourſelf 
with me?“ HE | 

Theſe words brought Ellen to her recol- 
lection. © Do not talk fo, Sir William; 
but I am very ill, I want aſſiſtance.“ 

« I will 


all 


aft 
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« J will aſſiſt you. I would give my life 

for yours, and do you refuſe to let me 
attend you?“ 

« Leave us,” ſaid Ellen faintly. n 
Sir William,“ ſaid ſhe when they were 
alone,“ what mean theſe words of love 
after you have given me ſuch a Proof of 
your deadly hatred *” 

« A proof of "2M hatred !—Oh ! Ellen, 
how you wrong me, what ſenſe can you 
have put upon my words to make you think 
them of hatred ?”? 
| Ellen wept but could not ſpeak. 
| © The ſubject is too delicate, continued 
| Sir Witham, © to explain upon; but is it an 
E unpardonable crime, when hope was ex- 
| tinct, to have been grateful that ſuffering 
| was no more?” Ellen was ſilent. 
| © Deareſt Ellen, ſay you miſunderſtood, 
| that you are convinced ; do not perſiſt in 
an error ſo injurious,” 

; e cannot ſpeak, my heart is cruelly op- 
| preſſed, but never need you dread injuſtice | 
| from me.“ | 
| « Then 
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Then, my deareſt love, look upon me; il 
do not thus turn from me, as if the very SF 
ſight of me was hateful to you. Often 
have I given you cauſe of offence, never ec 
did I find you unforgiving. Now when! by 
would not offend you, be not leſs kind.” | fu 

ce J would not think that there has been cl 
offence, given; I would not think that fre 
there is room for forgiveneſs.” | the 

e Then in this embrace be all mifappre- Wl 
henſion forgotten: be aſiured, you cannot dic 
be grieved without my taking a part in pu 
your affliction.” | the 

« [ will endeavour to believe it; but take in 1 
it not unkindly if I wiſh to be alone; I am | any 
very greatly afflicted; I cannot now make but 
uſe of the full powers of my mind; I ca- fa 
not at this moment be all you wiſh me to WM len 
be, or all I ought to be. Let me recolle& WM Pall 
myſelf, I hope ſoon to be reſigned to i <tc 
the ill I am deſtined to ſuffer, and alive to Ml he 
all the good that is ſtill afforded me.“. ng 

« May you conſider my love,” faid Si: Bi 1 
William embracing her, as the ereatch | his | 


ſhare 
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mare of that good, and as a proof you do 


| fo, do not baniſh me long from you,” 


Sir William then left her, and endeavour- 
ed to calm the diſturbance of his mind, 
by perſuading himſelf that he had given 
ſuch a ſenſe to the unkind words that had 


8 eſcaped him, as would effectually remove 
| from the mind of Ellen all apprehenſion of 
| their real meaning. 


Whatever were the ſuſpicions that had 


| dictated theſe words, and whatever the im- 
pulſe to which he had yielded in uttering 
| them, he was ſenſible there was a barbarity 
in their ſound, that no motive, and ſcarcely 
| any offence could juſtify, He doubted not 
| but Lady Almeria would repeat them, and he 
| ſaw his character at ſtake. In perſuading El- 
len that they were only the effuſion of com- 
paſſion, he knew he ſecured a warm adyo- , 
| cate; and in the kindneſs of their intercourſe 
| he ſaw a refutation of any cenſure that his 
| unguardedneſs might have expoſed him to. 


Theſe were the ſelfiſh motives upon which 


his preſent conduct was founded, but he was 


not 


St TR 53S = ui * q 7 . bt 2 
* 1 I - = » — — A _ ——_— <- — _ + 7 — 

— 6 bh ee, <- Sp 5 —— GS as ** = — 2 3 — 
— OE ED ETSY II —_ 2 ; — — —_— _ Ra ——— x = 
Ee eng Ee Al OBE EE a, _—_ PI 5 IE ED 2 RE Y — "= — 

— . K. . .. — — = — = * ot 7 : - 
. : - i CHARMS 22% a SA APY os he — 2 K A * — pad ky 2 
pa 


Go. > 
33 SOHO LEES — 


= a — a — a * - — 4 SMS „ 2 p 3 
— — — 2» A 22 = — 8 — 5 bs) * - ** — 3 
3 o e — ” — „* — * 5 2 * 2 e bo 
— — Ort; . 1 e L . r * . = T7 WIR 1 Do — AE . 
5 8 eg © _— Den, ac " £7 3, os e —. : — — 3 = 8 3 — 22 r 2 
8 1 - ——- Sg — — — =] = — SE AS > <t - AR ee TOS „ 2 r 
: N - 1 27 * . —— > Bl £ * 8 — . 
= 6 * "2; < * . 1 - , _—_ — 


"IR au. 
= OR 


{ 

Mp 
+; 
2 
4 

. 8.209 
= 4 
1 
1 , 
i; 

* 

* 


2 = > — 
—— —— 


164 PLAIN SENSE. 


not without a very ſenſible compunction for 
what had paſſed, and had a very lively in- 
tereſt in the ſorrows of Ellen. He had 


lately accuſtomed himſelf to conſider her as 
rather injured than injuring, and in this 


light he felt for her a revival of his firſt paſ- 
ſion, and mixed as it was with pity towards 
her, and reproach to himſelf, the expreſſions 
of it were more lively and tender than even 
in the firſt days of their marriage. 

But Ellen's heart was no longer in a ſtate 
to receive pleaſure from the love of Sir Wil 
lam, No explanation that he could give 
to words fo cruel and wounding, could do 
away the effect they had produced in her 
mind. Without fully underſtanding the 
feeling from whence they ſprung, ſhe felt 


them as the greateſt and. moſt unprovoked 


unkindneſs he could have been guilty of: 


the careleſs indifference he had ſhewn 


through the whole of the poor baby's ill- 
neſs, now ruſhed upon her recollection, 
and ſhe found it impoſſible to believe that 
words ſo ſtrong had ariſen only from a ſud- 
den 


of 
ſub 
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den impulie of compaſſion to ſufferings to 
which he had ſo long appeared inſenſible; 


pet why Sir William ſhould rejoice in the 


death of his child, except becauſe it was the 
ſource of her pureſt delight, ſhe could not 
gueſs. She had often thought that he had 
conſidered the boy with jealouſy, as an ob- 
jet that had occupied that place in her 
heart which he alone ought to have poſſeſ- 
ſed; but for a j alouſy ſo ſelfiſh and unjuſ- 
tifiable, with all her candour, ſhe could 


| find no excuſe. A ſentiment of diſguſt 
| and reſentment now therefore mingled with 
| the deep grief of Ellen for the loſs of her 
child; nor could all her efforts to. ſubdue 
it wholly ſucceed. But grief in this caſe 
| did more for her than reaſon; ſo over- 
| whelming was her affliction that it over- 
| came every other feeling, and had the cauſe 
of the offence been unconnected with the 
ſubject of her ſorrow, it would have been 
| inſtantly obliterated from her mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


« Oft' expectation fails, and moſt oft* there 
« Where molt it promiles.”” 
| SHAKESPEARE. 


5 


Wunr Ellen remained almoſt wholly 
abſorbed in grief, a circumſtance hap- 
| pened which 8 in upon her affliction, 
and convinced her, that no ſtate could be 
wholly wretched that afforded the benevo- 
lent heart an opportunity of adminiſtering 
to the wants of others. 

Her letters from Northumberland in- 
formed her, that the grandſon of her fa- 
vorite protegce Deborah, a young man 
diſtinguiſhed for his intelligence, honeſty, 
and induſtry, had from ſome unavoidable 

misfortunes 
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misfortunes fallen into the oreateſt diſtreſs, 
and that he, his wife, and 'two children 
were in jail, Charlotte, who wrote the hiſ- 


| tory, deplored the utrer inability of her 


father to afford any effectual aſſiſtance to 


| fo much undeſerved miſery, as the ſum ne- 


ceſſary for that purpoſe was not ſhort of two 


| hundred pounds, a ſum much too large for 
him to ſpare from the immediate wants of 
his own family. 


Ellen's heart ſeemed to leap in her boſom, 


t when ſhe read this account. Sir William 
had always continued his uſual allowance 
| to her, and the little occaſion ſhe had had 
| for money for many months paſt, had made 
| her rich. By anticipating a part of her 
next quarterage, which might be made eaſy 
| by a little future economy, ſhe was able 
| immediately to command two hundred 
| pounds, and by the return of the poſt ſhe 
| tranſmitted a draft upon Sir William's 
banker for that ſum. 


It is needleſs to attempt explaining the 


| Joy and oratitude of the family, whoſe 


miſeries 
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ſeries ſhe relieved ; their joy however waz Vi 
not ſhort of her own, nor was her gratitude 01 
leſs when ſhe raiſed her thoughts to the 
Giver of all Good—the giver of that good 
which includes all other, the giver of a good 
heart. This tranſaction ſhed a calm over 
the mind of Ellen, and contributed more 
to reſtoring her to peace than any gratifica- 
tion merely ſelfiſh could have done. 
Lady Almeria had been but too faithful 

a detailer to the wretched Henry of the 
whole ſtory of the death of the child, and 
the conſequent ſorrows of Ellen, and he 
felt on the communication his ſufferings 
increaſe to ſo intolerable a degree, that he 
found it impoſſible to forbear ſome effort 
towards their alleviation. Yet when he 
conſidered that all his information came 
from Lady Almeria, and reflected upon 
her unfeeling character, and the talent ſhe 
had in exaggeration, he thought it prudent 
to judge with his own eyes, and determine 
by his own obſervation before he took any 
ſtep, the conſequence of which might in. 
. volve 
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valve the conduct of Ellen as well as his 
own. 

Ellen, from the extent of her grief, which 
took in the whole of her mind, except what 
ſhe could ſpare to the calls of benevolence, 
and from the gentleneſs of her temper, which 


forbade any ſharpneſs of reſentment, had 
| been able to receive Sir William's attentions 


and ſolicitudes with ſuch a degree of ſatis- 
faction and gratitude as ſeemed to ſpeak to 


all lookers on, that perfect harmony was 


| reſtored between them. Ellen had been 

alſo particularly ſoftened towards Sir Wil- 
| lam by his generoſity, unlike his uſual 
character, towards the grandſon of poor De- 
borah. The circumſtance of what Ellen 
had done for him came accidentaily to 
| his knowiedge, and he was too acute not 
to perceive the favorable opportunity now 
in his power of doing more towards rein- 
ſtating himſelf in Ellen's favor, than all his 
ſtudied fondneſs to herſelf could ever have 
produced. He praiſed in the higheſtf terms 
Ellen's benevolence, and by imitating, gave 
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an irrefragable proof that he approved it. 


To the two hundred pounds he added an- 
other, as a means by which the young 


man might be enabled to enter the world 


again with ſome advantage. 


On this occafion Ellen looked upon Sir 
William with an air of the ſweeteſt com- 


placency, and ſhe once more ſaid to herſelf, 


his heart will at length open to a ſenſe of the 
true uſe of riches, our minds and our wiſhes 
will be in uniſon, and we ſhall be happy. 

Sir William had explained the offenſive 
words to Lady Almeria, in the ſame ſenſe 
that he had explained them to Ellen, and he 
ſought more and more, by the marks of the 
fondeſt love, and moſt ſincere participation 
in her preſent affliction, to prove that they 


could juſtly bear no other ſenſe, Ellen 


ſeemed)now to have forgotten, or at leaſt to 
have forgiven all that had paſſed ; and Lady 


Almeria now ſaw nothing between Ellen 


and Sir William that could juſtify her for- 
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She was not however willing, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe favorable appearances, to ſup- 
poſe herſelf miſtaken; and while ſhe ac- 
knowledged in her letters to Henry the 
change that had taken place, ſhe ſcrupled 
not to impute it to the conſummate art of 
Sir William, who meant by this means to 
deceive her. For the truth of this conjec- 
ture ſhe appealed to the ſorrow in which 
Ellen was ſtill plunged, and which, ſhe ſaid, 
it was impoſſible to believe occaſioned by 
the death of a brat not four months old. 

But Henry, who ſaw no ſuch impoſſibi- 
ty, conſidering the peculiar circumſtances in 
I which Ellen was placed, and feeling his 
(hopes revive that her ſorrows did not wholly 
tow from fo irremediable a cauſe as he had 


* been taught to believe, thought this a pro- 
o per time, when Sir William was with her, 
i land they appeared to be on perfectly good 
en terms with each other, to make uſe of his 
Aon obſervation to come at the truth if poſ- 
: [ible ; for this purpoſe he came down to the 
he 


Lodg ge, and the next morning after his arri- 
12 val, 
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val, walked over to Oakley. He had been 
told by Lady Almeria, that Ellen was ſo 
much indiſpoſed that ſhe ſeldom left her 
apartment till two o'clock in the day, and 
he had therefore choſen an hour for his firſt 
viſit in which he believed he ſhould only 
ſee Sir William. 

He had croſſed a corner of the park, and 


had entered through a part of the gardens 
which led him directly to a ſmall hall where 


ſervants always waited ; but in going to- 
wards this hall he neceſſarily paſſed before 


the breakfaſt-room windows, which opened 


to the ground, and at which at that moment 
Lady Almeria was ſtanding. T hey ſaw each 


other, and Lady Almeria een to 
him, ſaid, © So you are come? I thought 


you could not ſtay away; but you have 


good information, for I ſuppoſe you know 


Sir William is not at home?“ —“ Sir Wi 
lam not at home?“ repeated Henry, “ why 


did you not tell me ſo before?“ 


© Oh, he went away two days ago, upon 
ſome ſudden buſineſs or other that ſignified 
not 


6 


te! 
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not 2 farthing, and will ſtay away a week I 
believe: well, fir down, and I'll run and 
| tell Ellen; I am ſure the fight of you will 
do her good.” 

« Stay, I beg you will ſtay,” faid he; 
| « do you ſuppoſe, knowing all you do, 
that I would fee Lady Ackland in the ab- 
ſence of Sir William?“ y 

« Why not? I tell you it will do her 
good, and it was an hundred to one but 
| you had found her in this room. She is 
much better than ſhe was, and comes down 
to breakfaſt, but ſhe had a head- ach this 
morning, and ſo kept her chamber.“ 
am happy ſhe did ſo: and now, 
| Lady Almeria, if it be poſſible for you to 
| keep a ſecret, promiſe me that you will not 
mention to Lady Ackland that I have been 
here; as ſome little indemnification for ſuch 
reſtraint, I give you leave to tell Sir Wil- 
| lam every circumſtance of my viſit.” 

« Tell Sir William indeed! no, I will 
never tell him any thing that I think can 
| give him ſatisfaction. But in the name of 
13 common 
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common ſenſe (for as to high-flown heroics 
I do not pretend to underſtand them) pray 
tell me why you will not ſee Lady Ackland?” 

cc If half what you have told me is au- 
thentic, I think you may anſwer that queſ- 
tion yourſelf; my viſit was to Sir William, 
not to Lady Ackland, and when Sir William 
returns I will repeat it. I have no objection 
to ſeeing Lady Ackland, but I will not ſee 
her apart from her huſband.” 

« But why not give yourſelf the merit 
of your mighty forbearance with Ellen! 
—Objection to ſeeing Lady Ackland in- 
deed! I know you would give one of your 
eyes to ſee her with the other; why not tell 
her what hardſhips you impoſe upon 9 
ſelf for her fake?” 

Pear Lady Almeria, would you have 
me ſhew to Lady Ackland that I know Sir 
* William is jealous? I hope in God this is a 

truth ſhe will always remain ignorant of. 
| Have you not told me yourſelf, that even 
to you ſhe will never appear to fee this! 
and ſhall I convince her that not only you, 
| but 
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but that J am in poſſeſſion of the fatal ſe- 
| cret? a ſecret ſhe wiſhes to conceal from 
all the world!“ | 
« Why then do you not ſtay and ſee her, 
as you would do if you knew nothing of 
the matter?“ 
« And fo expoſe her to the un ſuſ- 
picions and unkind treatment of Sir Wil- 
| lam, Even you ſuppoſed I had received 
intelligence of his abſence, and do you 
think he will be leſs hable to fall into ſuch 
an error? When Sir William knows of my 
viſit, and knows I have not ſeen Lady 
Ackland, it will be impoſſible but that he 
| ſhould believe, what is truth, that I came 
| to ſee him, and not her.” 
« Well, I pretend to no great ſkill, either 
| in matters of prudence, or in matters of 
| ſentiment, but I'll engage for it I ſhould 
| manage a jealous huſband better than either 
| of you:—I ſhould go my own way ;—if it 
| vere agreeable to my mighty Lord, ſo much 
| the better for him; if the contrary, he 
| would be ſoon weary of complaints that 
1 iet 
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hurt nobody but himſelf.— There, now you 
muſt ſee Ellen — that's her chamber door 
—-[ hear her foot on the ſtairs.” 


Good morning then, and Ientreat you 


do not ſay that I have been here.” 
Henry darted out of the room, and to 


ayoid the path that would have detained 
him for ſome time within ſight of the win- 
dos, turned haſtily into a more private 


one, which led into a part of the pleaſure 
ground, that did not connect with that 
part of the park by which he had entered, 
After wandering about ſome little time, he 
found his way over a fence, from which he 
regained the public road, and from thence 
his own houſe. 

When here, he reflected upon the eſcape he 
had had, and upon the injury he might have 
cauſed Ellen, had he ſeen her in Sir Wil— 
liam's abſence. Such a circumſtance would, 
he well knew, have carried to a jealous 


mind, conviction of a private correſpond- 


ence, He determined to learn forbearance 


for the future, and from henceforth to act 
#5 
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as if the ſorrows and injuries of Ellen were 
indifferent to him. The evil that might 


have attended the ratification of his ſoli- 


citude upon this ſubject, though he had 
guarded, as he thought, the mark of it with 
every poſſible caution, fixed the pang of 
ſelf-reproach in his heart. 

« Deareſt Ellen,” faid he to himſelf, 
« I am forbidden to contribute to your 
happineſs; but let no alleviation to my own 
miſery e me 2 to hazard an in- 
creaſe of your's.” 

Alas! if the poſſibility of increaſing the 
forrows of Ellen appeared thus inſupport- 
able to the feeling and generous heart of 


| Henry, what would have been his anguiſh 


had he been conſcious of the evils he had 
already prepared for her? Determined by 
theſe thoughts, Henry meaſured his ſteps 


| back to London, and firmly reſolved, on 


no pretence whatever, again to attempt 


ſeeing either Sir William or Ellen. 


Lady Almeria had a ſharp conteſt be- 


| teen her love of communication, and her 


15 pride, 
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pride, which was ſomewhat piqued by 
Henry's words, © If it be poſſible you can 
keep a ſecret.” Her deſire to ſhew him that 
ſhe could, prevailed more than any motives of 
prudence or delicacy, or deſire of obliging 


him in inducing her to hold her tongue; 


but being fidgetty and reſtleſs under this 
reſtraint, ſhe dragged Ellen with her into 
the garden, and then ran away from her to 
look all around for the purpoſe of ſeeing if 
Henry was quite gone. 

Ellen was returning ſlowly alone to the 
houſe, when ſhe ſaw, with ſome ſurpriſe, Sir 
William coming toward her; he was at- 
tended by a ſervant, whom ſhe heard him 
queſtioning very earneſtly, and with ſome- 
thing of diſpleaſure in his tone, whether 
there had been any viſitors in his abſence? 
On the man's ftrenuouſly anſwering in 
the negative, he turned angrily from him, 
and ſeeing Ellen, ſtarted with evident 


marks of diſcompoſure. Ellen was not abl 


to quicken her ſteps to meet Sir William, 
and fo far from its appearing that Sir Wil 
lam 


ene 
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lam haſtened to meet her, ſhe thought for 
an inſtant that he would have turned an- 
other way. The next inſtant however he 
came forward, and joined her. 

« You are much improved,“ ſaid he, in 
an unconciliating tone, “ ſince I left you: 
I hear you come down to breakfaſt, and I 
ſee you walk in the garden.” 

« Yes,” ſaid Ellen, taking hold of his 
arm, „ but that giddy Lady Almeria has 
run away from me, and I ſhould have found 
it difficult to have gained the houſe without 
ſome ſupport.” 

“ You had ſupport when you left it, 
] ſuppoſe ?” 

« Lady Almeria was with me, but ſhe 
has flown off upon ſome of her fluttering 
| expeditions, I know not where, or why.” 
« Have you been alone ſince I left you?“ 
« Yes, and poor Lady Almeria is ſo 
| tired, I think ſhe would have left me to 
myſelf, if you had not em to put an 
end to our tete- àa-tète. 


- 


16 15 She 
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ce She won't like the party better for 
my being of it.“ 

«© Indeed I believe nothing will detain 
her here much longer; ſhe thinks ſhe has 
already ſacrificed enough to charity, for ſne 
declares ſhe is here wholly upon that ſcore 

now.” 

Here they reached the houſe, and Ellen 
was glad to repoſe herſelf upon a ſofa. Sir 
William ſtood ſilent before her, with his 
eyes. fixed intently on her face, and loſt in 
deep thought. 

Struck with his appearance and manners, 
ſo unlike all that he had lately ſhewn, 1t oc- 
curred fuddenly to Ellen, that ſomething 
unpleaſant had happened during his abſence. 
“What's the matter?” ſaid ſhe Kindly, 
© you are returned ſooner than you intended; 
nothing I hope is amiſs.” 
et is plain I have returned ſooner than 

1 was expected,” faid Sir William, and 
went haſtily out of the room. 

Ellen, aſtoniſhed and alarmed, knew not 
what to think or conjecture; ſhe was ſure 

APES ſome 


Ne 
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ſome new jealous fancy had taken poſſeſſion 
of him, but could not gueſs from whence 
it originated. Had ſhe known that he 
had ſeen Henry ſcrambling over the fence 
that divided the pleaſure ground from the 
road, the enigma would have been explain- 
ed. This indeed was the caſe; hence his 
earneſt queſtions to the ſervants, hence his 
increaſed ſuſpicions on meeting Ellen in 
the garden, and hence that implacable de- 


fire of vengeance that proved fo fatal to 
EMS. 
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CHAP. XIV. | = 
5 
ee If ſhe be falſe, ch, then heav'n mocks itſelf,” 3 
SHAKESPEARE, == 
1 
5 { 
Lapy ALMERIA returning to the 
houſe, learnt from Ellen the unexpect- | 
ed return of Sir William, and ſhe learnt 
it with much ſatisfaction; for being heartily 1 
tired with her reſidence at Oakley, ſhe was ˖ 

reſolved to ſeize the moment when Ellen 
had a companion, to leave it; ſhe there- , 
fore replied, © Well, then, you'll want me : 
no longer, and therefore I will return to , 
town to-morrow, Where I flatter my ſell a 
many people want me.” c 
<< You will leave me,” aid Ellen, with 2 4 
deep figh, © you will ien me your little c 


girl? = 


« Moi 
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0 Moſt willingly, but I hope you won't 
think of ſtaying here, you'll never recover 
your ſpirits if you do; but if Almeria grows 
inconvenient to you, either ſend her to me 
in town, or let her maid take her down into 
Devonſhire. Lady Almeria then went to 
give ſome directions to her ſervants for her 
removal the next day; and Ellen, diſpirited 
and occupied wholly with conjectures as to 
the cauſe of Sir William's diſcompoſure, re- 
tired to her own room. Lady Almeria re- 
turned ſome time afterwards to the breakfaſt 
parlour, and if occurring to her that it 
would be a good thing to apprize Henry of 
the arrival of Sir William, ſhe wrote him 
the following lines: 

« Sir William returned this morning; you 
made your eſcape in the nick of time; the 
enemy would have been upon you in a mo- 
ment ;—now, however, you may make your 
approaches 1n all due form, and with a de- 
corum that will ſet ſuſpicion at defiance. I 
= ſhall be gone to-morrow, ſo to all your 
other motives, you may add that of charity, 

- for 
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for your viſits here : perhaps the world 


will be kind en (Sh to impute them wholly 
to that laudable principle. However, pray 


come; for poor Ellen will be moped to 
death if left wholly to the converſation of 


caro ſpoſo. . 


This note ſhe left open upon the table, 
while ſhe ran up ſtairs to countermand ſome 
directions which ſhe had given to her maid, 
She was not abſent ten minutes, but Sir 
William entering the room in her abſence, 
his eye was involuntarily caught by his own 
name, written in Lady Almeria's hand; 
motive of honor, or delicacy, could at that 
moment have reſtrained him from the ora- 
tification of his curioſity :—he read every 
word was a dagger to his heart he ruſhed 
out of the room into the garden with the 
fury of a madman, impelled by a ſudden 
impulſe to ſeek Henry, and make him atone 
by his blood for the injury he could no 
longer doubt he had received from him. 

A few moments however brought kim to 


calmer reflection : his reſolution was pre- 


viouliy 
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viouſly taken, and taken upon what he 
thought a certainty little ſhort of that which 
he had this moment received, But ſuch 
evidence as this brought conviction with it, 
and he felt ſomewhat like ſatisfaction, that 
acting vpon ſure grounds, that would now 
be juſtice which might before have been 
cruelty. His victim, if a victim he made, 
he had always. determined ſhould be Ellen; 
her criminality was, in his eyes, of a much 
deeper dye than Henry's; it was the com- 
plicated product of hypocriſy, infidelity, 
and treachery; he conſidered each action 
of her life ſince he became her huſband as 
marked with the moſt vicious duplicity, and 
he held himſelf acquitted to his own heart, 
for uling the fame means for the puniſh- 
ment of vice, which he believed had been 
purſued in the perpetration of it. 

The preſent tumult of his mind, however, 
was too great to eſcape notice if he were 

to ſubject himſelf to obſervation: he re- 
turned therefore to the houſe, and ſummon- 
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ing his ſeryant, complained of ſudden indiſ- 
poſition, and went to bed. 

Ellen was foon informed that Sir William 
was not well, and going to his chamber, 
ſaw his inflamed eye, and felt his burning 
hand ;—with a truly tender compaſſion, ſhe 
entreated he would ſend inſtantly for a phy- 
ſician, and ſeating herſelf by his bed-lide, 
declared her intention of watching by him 
till the phyſician arrived. Sir William 
oppoſed this reſolution ſo ſtrenuouſly, and 
with ſomewhat of ſuch unkind warmth, 
that Ellen, fearing to be of more diſſervice 
by oppoſition, than of uſe by her attendance, 
at length yielded, and ſhe yielded the more 
willingly, as Sir William poſitively aſſerted 
that his illneſs only aroſe from having rode 
faſt in a hot ſun, and he averred that a few 
hours' ſleep, (and he affected to feel him- 
ſelf drowſy) would entirely remove all his 
complaints. 

Ellen was not, however, fo well ſatisfied 
with Sir William's medical ſkill, as to rely 


wholly either upon his account of the cauſe 
| of 


mm ff vos 
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of his illneſs, or on his confidence in its 
cure; ſhe therefore ſent for a phyſician, 


| and frequently viſited the door of Sir Wil- 


liam's apartment, to fatisfy herſelf, if ſhe 


could, whether he flept or not. She was 


ſoon convinced that he did not fleep, being 
ſure that ſhe heard him up, and walking 
about his room; ſhe gently tried the lock 
of the door, but finding it faſtened, did not 
venture to puſh her intruſion farther, 


This circumſtance fixed the moſt uneaſy 


ſolicitude on her mind: the humour in 
which Sir William had appeared on his re- 
turn home, and which, when he complain- 


ed of illneſs, ſhe had perſuaded herſelf to 


attribute wholly to that cauſe, ſhe now be- 


gan to conſider more as a cauſe itſelf, and 
to fear that if there really were any indiſ- 


E poſition, it was brought on by diſcompo- 
| fure of mind: but ſhe apprehended that 
illneſs was indeed a pretence, and that Sir 
Willaam meant by it to withdraw himſelf 
from all obſervation, without exciting any 
curioſity by doing ſo. In any caſe no good 


could 
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188 PLAIN SENSE. 


could be. produced by her forcing herſelf 
upon him againſt his will, If he were really 
ill, ſhe could not doubt but that he would 
do all that was neceſſary in ſuch a cafe, and 
if any thing had ariſen to vex him, ſhe 
thought her influence to calm his mind 
would be exerted with the moſt hope of 
ſucceſs, when he appeared more willing to 
liſten to her. She therefore retired to her 
own room, and there waited in anxious ſuſ- 
penſe till Sir William's bell ſhould give 
her a pretence again to appear in his apart- 
ment, 

While theſe things were paſſing, Lady 
Almeria had returned to the breakfaſt- room, 
had ſealed her note, and diſpatched it to 
the Lodge by the fervant whom ſhe was 


ſending to the neighbouring town for poſt 


horſes for her carriage the next day. When 
ſhe was told Sir William was ill, ſhe was 
ſomewhat alarmed, leſt ſhe ſhould be again 


involved in the cares of charity, and that 
his illneſs ſhould be of ſuch a nature 8 


would not allow her, with decency, to leatt 


Ellen 


| RY >, 
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Fllen while it continued ; ſhe went to Lady 
Ackland's apartment to make all the en- 

| quiries poſſible, but could learn nothing 
more that was ſatisfactory. 

In the meantime the phyſician arrived, 
and Ellen deſired ke might be ſhewn im- 
mediately to Sir William; the ſervant how- 

ever informed her that he had received the 
moſt poſitive commands from his maſter, 
not to enter his room until called for, and 
that he durſt not diſobey. 

As Ellen's fears on the account of illneſs 
had very much ſubſided, ſhe yielded to the 
ſervant's remonſtrance, and affected to ſup- 
poſe that Sir William ſlept, and that ſleep 
| would be his certain cure. In her ſtolen 
| viſits to the door, ſhe had obſerved all was 


quiet, and began to hope that the paroxyſm 
of ill humour, which ſhe was induced to 


think was the whole of the caſe, was g0- 
ing off. 

About eight in the evening Sir William 

rang his bell: his ſervant found him up, 

and on being told that Doctor Wilſon was 
in the houſe, he readily admitted both him 
and 
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and Ellen, With a kind of bitter raillery 
he treated her wife-like fears, that had in- 
duced her to trouble Doctor Wilſon to ride 
ten miles in a hot day, to viſit a man who 
had gone to bed to fleep off a head-ach; 
and ſtretching out his hand to the phy- 


ſician, © Feel, Sir,” ſaid he, © if that pulſe. 


does not beat healthfully.” 
Doctor Wilſon affirmed it did, and af- 


ſured, Ellen ſhe need have no farther appre- 


henſion, for that Sir William had known 
how to cure himſelf. 

Ellen, convinced that her ſuſpicions as 
to the non-exiſtence of any complaint, were 
perfectly well-founded, now withdrew, and 
informed Lady Almeria that Sir William 


had ſlept off all his complaints, and that 


Doctor Wilſon ſaid he was quite well. 

Thank God!” faid Lady Almeria. 
Ellen could not help ſmiling. © I am fure 
Sir William is much obliged to you for the 

intereſt you take in his health,“ faid ſhe. 

e Piſh !—no—thar's not quite the thing; 
but you know I have fixed to go to town 
to-morro", 
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to-morrow, and I could not have gone and 
left Sir William ill, and you io drooping.” 
Ellen ſhook her head, and moralized a 
little to herſelf on the good and ill that at- 
tended a diſpoſition ſo thoroughly ſelfiſh. 


Sir William appeared both at ſupper and 
at breakfaſt next morning, but it happen- 
ed that he was never an inſtant with Lady 
Almeria apart from Ellen, and if he had 
been ſo, it is probable ſhe would not have 
mentioned the viſit Henry had made, both 


from the reaſon ſhe had given of never wil- 


f lingly contributing to the ſatisfaction of Sir 
J William, and the feeling no particular ſtimu- 
| lus to relate that which had nothing out of 
| the common way to recommend it, and 
| which contained no miſchief in it. 


When ſhe ſhook hands at parting with 


| Ellen, © Pray endeavour to recover your 
| ſpirits,” ſaid ſhe, © but you ought to go 
| ſomewhere ; you's never be yourſelf again 
if you ſtay here.” 


„I think,” ſaid Sir William, after Lady 


Almeria was gone, © I think for once Lady 
Almeria gives good advice; I have been 


thinking 
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thinking of the ſame thing: what ſay you 
to an expedition for ſome little time?“ 
« ] will accompany you any where wil. 


lingly,“ ſaid Ellen, her heart beating with 


the hope that Groby Manor would be the 


place thought of. 


« Your health, your ſpirits require ſome 
change of ſcene, returned Sir William; 
« our new-born happineſs (hurryingly, and 
with a clouded brow he ſpoke it) requires 
nurture : in a diſtant reſidence, in a foreign 
country, I hope we ſhould be able to re- 
eſtabliſh the one, and ſecure the other : what 
ſay you to going abroad for a few months?” 

The thought of Northumberland croſſed 
Ellen's mind, and prevented that prompt- 
neſs of compliance with which ſhe uſually 
met any propoſal from Sir William ;—heſita- 
tingly ſhe replied, © I can have no objection, 
provided I can viſit Groby Manor before | 


go.“ : 
« Why viſit Groby Manor? That would 


derange all my plans; I want to be gone 


immediately.“ 
« You 
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« You do not mean then to be abſent 
very long, I ſuppoſe ?” 

« Not very long; I ſhould propoſe re- 
turning in ſomething leſs than a twelve- 


month.” 


« A twelvemonth!” repeated Ellen, 
and do you not call that long?“ 

I think a leſs time will not anſwer any 

of the purpoſes for which we go; and as I 
do not wiſh to ſpend any time in London 
tor the next year and half, I would not re- 
turn to England till next June.“ 

« If our ablence is to be fo long, you can 
have no objection to my viſiting Groby 
Manor before we ſet out. It is now a year 
and a half ſince I ſaw 8 of its dear inhabi- 
tants.“ 

« When,” ſaid Sir William, devi 
** ſhall I propoſe any thing to which you 
will give a ready aſſent ?” 

« You cannot wonder,“ returned Ellen, 
mildly, «“ that I do not willingly conſcut to 


add another twelve months to the ſeparation 
which has already taken place between m. 
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day; by Monday ſe'nnight I hope to be 


upon the cruelty and ty.anny of your hut: 


n but pitied,” 
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and ſome of thoſe whom I beſt love, and 
who beſt love me; my 1 5 in particular 
I know longs to ſee me.“ 


« I ſhould have no objection to your go- 
ing into Northumberland, but the thing 15 
impoſſible. Let me ſee this is Wedneſ— 


landed in Holland.“ 

« By Monday ſe nnigat! Indeed I am 
very ſorry to hear it; for, pardon me if! 
ſay, I fear my father will take it very un- 
kindly if I leave England for ſo long a time 
without ſceing him.” 

« You may eaſily exonerate yourſelf irom 
the charge of unkindneſs; lay every thing 


band, and then you will not only be ex- 


Alas! if we carry ſuch thoughts 25 
theſe abroad with us, change of place wil 
add little to our happineſs,” 

« Why then do you give reaſon for 
them? in no one inſtance ſince we ven 
mariied have you been willing to ſacrifice 


the feelings of others to my wiſhes.” 
c Indeed. 
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e Indeed this then ſhall be an inſtance: 
Jam ready to quit England with you if you 
chooſe it.“ 

« And do you ſay this from your heart! p' 
From my heart, and with my heart. I 
- W had hoped your wiſhes would never have 
| been in competition with the duties that I 
owe my father, but ſince it is ſo, your wiſhes 
ſhall have the place they ought to have.” 

« How inexplicable, how impenetrable 


Ne is the heart of a woman!“ exclaimed Sir 
ne William. 
© Indeed, my dear Sir William, you 

og make the myſtery you ſeem to wonder at; 
ing ſurely there is not a leaf in the whole book 
l. of nature ſooner read than that of my heart.“ 
5 | © Do not I know, do not I know ——" 

chen haſtily checking himſelf, © well, I will 
© WE put you to the reſt.” Then opening a book 
wil 3 of maps, © let us trace our intended route; 

5 we will have none of the beaten road of 
r France and Italy; let us begin with the 
2 I north of Europe: my ſiſter's marriage with 
ne 


a Saxon nobleman has occaſioned me at 
E: Kk 2 times 
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times to reſide fo much in the northern 
part of Germany, that I feel myſelf at home 


there, and ſome of the happieſt hours I ever 


knew were ſpent at Dreſden—we will go 
to Dreſden, I will introduce you to my ſiſ- 

ter—we will go firſt to the Hague, from 
| thence we may ſee every thing that the 


United Provinces have worthy of obſerva. 


tion: I will ſhew you Hanover, Brunſwick, 
Hamburg ; you ſhall viſit the ſhores of the 


Baltic, we will then turn to Berlin there 
we may ſpend ſome time, but we will win- 


ter at Dreſden.” 

« And by what route ſhall we come 
home?“ aſked Ellen. 

« Oh, I will travel you through Bohe- 
mia to Vienna; perhaps enter Italy; but 
there are ſcenes with which I think you 
would be particularly preaſed, in the Arch- 
biſhoprick of Saltzburg 

« I think I ſhould like to go from Vienna 
to Venice,” faid Ellen, © from thence thro' 
the Tyrol to Switzerland; I ſhould be ſory 


to leave Switzerland out of our tour ; but 
We 
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we ſeem to be furniſhing materials for a 
very long abſence.” 

We could eaſily paſs through a much 
greater extent of country, than we have 
marked out, in much leſs time than we 
think of being abſent.“ 

« Yes, paſs through it, but that is not 
the manner in which we ſhould like to ſee it.“ 

« Well this is only a rough ſketch of what 
we may do; we muſt model it as circum- 
ſtance and inclination may ariſe,” 

« But do you really deſign to leave Eng- 
land next week? Is it poſſible we ſhould 
do ſo? Muſt we not have a travelling car- 
riage built? And your own affairs—can 
you put them into a proper ſtate in ſo ſhort 
an interval, to be left for ſo long a period?“ 

« All this may be managed; give your- 
ſelf no trouble about the matter ; make 
what arrangements you may find neceſſary 
as ſpeedily as poſſible, and be aſſured 1 
ſhall be ready to accompany you to town 


in leſs than a week in our way to Harwich.” 


S1r William then left her, and with an 
. 1 air 
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air as if he would immediately begin his 
preparations; and Ellen retired to her 
room with a mind extremely diſtreſſed and 


emharaſſed by the conſideration of all that 


had paſſed ſince the preceding morning. 
She could not help connecting this ſudden 
Journey with the diſcontent and diſturbance 
Sir William had manifeſted the day before; 
but all her reaſoning and all her penctra- 
tion were unequal to the diſcovery of the 
link that was between them, 

From the habit, which had ariſen from 
principle, that Ellen had acquired, of al- 
ways looking on the bright ſide of events, 
and of opening her mind to all the good it 


was poſſible they could produce, ſhe was 


enabled at this moment to ſubdue a crowd 
of painful apprehenſions, and indiſtinct 


fears, that aroſe in her thoughts; and ſhe 


endeavoured to gather from ſome words 
that had fallen from Sir William, that his 
preſent conduct was deſigned as the final 
teſt of her integrity and affection, and ſhe 


flattered herſelf that a prudent manage- 


ment 
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ment on her part would fix the content of 
her future life upon a tolerably firm baſis, 

It was this thought that had made her fo 
readily yield her conſent to the journey, 
and give up her reaſonable deſire of ſeeing 
her family before her deperture, to the 
needleſs hurry, as it appeared to her, and 
capricious wines of Sir William; and it 
was this thought that inſpired her with 
fortitude to conceal the bitter regret that 
ſhe felt in conſequence of this ſacrifice: She 
was reſolved that Sir William ſhould fee, on 
her part, nothing but good-humour and 
alacrity, and ſhe hoped that in the cheerful- 
neſs with which ſhe quitted every other at, 
tachment to accompany him, he would 
find a full refutation to thoſe unjuſt ſuſpicions 
that had hitherto deſtroyed her peace to- 
gether with his own. | 
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CHAF.3V.- 


& No fune intorto crederd che ſtringa 
« Soma cosi, ne cosi legno chiodo, 


e Come la fe, che una bella alma cinga 

“ Del ſuo tenace, indiſſolubil dodo. 

« Ne dagli antichi par, che fi dipinga 

% La fanta fe veſtita in altro modo, 

« Che un Vel bianco, che la copra tutta, 

„ Ch' un ſol punto, un Sol neo la pud far brutta,” 


. ' | ARIOSTO, 


TaERE is no virtue which ſo imme- 
diately produces its own reward, as 2 
vigorous exertion of the mind, ariſing from 
a purity of principle. 


| Ellen ſoon felt that cheerfulneſs and that 


alacrity which ſhe had judged it proper to 
aſſume ; ſhe wrote without delay to her fi- 
ther informing him of the journey ſhe was 
| about 
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about to undertake. But ſoftening the ap. 


parent harſhneſs of their declining” to viſit 
Northumberland before they ſat out, by re- 
preſenting that Sir William's haſte to be 
abroad aroſe from his ſolicitude on her ac- 
count, Which wonld not ſuffer him to liſten 
to any delay: lhe intimated a very pro- 
bable hope, that her abſence would be 
much ſhorter than was at preſent talked of; 


fe ſuggeſted that it would depend upon 


her perfect reſtoration to health, and as ſhe 


could truely ſay that all remains of indiſpo- 


tion were even now trifling, ſhe dwelt 
upon the almoſt certainty that they muſt 
meet again early in the ſpring. She en- 
deavoured, by an appearance of cheerful- 
neſs and ſatisfaction, to leave no doubt. 
upon the mind of her father, that the jcur- 
ney. met fully with her concurrence, and 


ſae promiſed the moſt conſtant and minute 


details of all that ſhe ſhould ſee or hear. 
The letter, however kindly deſigned, or 
artfully framed, by no. means anſwered the 


| purpoſe for which it was written. Mr. 


K 5 Mordaunt 
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Mordaunt was ſtruck by the glaring inconſiſt- 
ency of the degree of indiſpoſition that re- 
quired ſo precipitate a removal into an- 
other country, and the choice that had 


been made of the country to which the in- 
valid was to be removed. The chmate of 
the Northern part of Germany ſeemed ill 


calculated for the recovery of a conſtitu- 


tion debilitated by ſickneſs and ſorrow. 

Ellen had indeed mentioned, as a con- 
curring motive for her journey, that from 
change of ſcene was hoped a relief to her 
ſpirits, as well as from change of climate to 
ker health. But Mr. Mordaunt well knew, 
that if left to her own choice, Ellen would 
have ſought every relief that ſhe could 
hope for her mind in Northumberland, 
rather than elſewhere ;. and the cheertulnels 
which ſrc had aſſumed in her manner of 
writing, with the pleaſure ſhe affected to 
take in the proſpects before her, ſeemed to 
{ay that ſhe did not ſtand in need of much 
alliſtance in this way, M 5 
Theis 
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Theſe reflect ions perplexed and diſturb- 
ed Mr. Mordaunt, and he reſolved to ſee 
Ellen before her departure; he wrote ac- 
cordingly to inform her of his intention; 
but that he might not delay for a moment 
a journey upon which Ellen had deſcribed. 
Sir William as fo earneſtly bent, he told 
her that he ſhould immediately proceed to. 
town, where he hoped he ſhould be time 
enough to catch them for a few hours as 
they paſſed through it; he having under- 
ſtood from Ellen that Sir William did not 
mean to make even a day's ſtay in the me- 
WW cropols. But Sir William's haſte defeated 


Mr. Mordaunt's kind purpoſe, and though, 
| WH hid he known the fears and ſuſpicions that 
„had found their way into Mr Mordaunt's 
mind, he would willingly have ſpared nor 
x' WH one day only, but ſeveral days, for the pur- 
o poſe of removing them, yet it not having 
o WE occurred to him that Mr. Mordaunt would 
h not reſt ſatisfied with Ellen's repreſentation 
of the matter, he was not aware that there 
': WF vere either fears or ſuſpicions to remove. 
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On the very day that Ellen's letter arriv- 
ed at Groby Manor, ſhe and Sir William 
left Oakley for London: contrary to the 
firſt plan, they paſſed two nights and a day 

there, but purſuing their journey the day 
following with diligence, they had failed 

from Harwich before Mr. Mordaunt reach- 
ed town. 

The circumſtance that had detained El- 
| len a whole day in town was the ſudden 
15 marriage of her own maid. Jenny had 
been courted by a young man, ſon to one 
of Sir William's principal tenants; 1t had 
been agreed that the match was not to take 
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the day after Sir William had determined 
upon the plan of going abroad, his ſteward 
had offered a farm to Thomas upon ſuch 
advantageous terms, that nothing was want- 
ing but the conſent of Jenny to become his 

. Wife, to make him one of the moſt con- 
tented of men. Jenny objected to the im- 
pPoſſibility 


Wh o 
1 plice until the young man could take a 
1 ; 

7 1 farm of his own, and this they had con- 
Hp: ſidered as ſomewhat a diſtant proſpect : but 
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poſſibility of leaving her Lady ſo ſuddenly, 
and ſo much to her inconvenience ; but her 


ſcruples were ſoon overcome by the rheto- 


ric of Thomas, and ſhe mentioned, though 
with ſome reluctance, to Ellen, how un- 
lucky it was that ſhe was obliged juſt chen 


| to go into foreign parts, when if ſhe had 


ſtaid. at home ſhe might have been married 
to Thomas. 

Ellen eaſily anderficod her, and as no 
perſonal inconvenience ever cauſed her to 
heſitate when the happineſs of others de- 
pended upon her deciſion, ſhe cheered 
Jenny with a ready and kind conſent to her 
remaining in England, and by aſſuring her 


that ſhe did not apprehend any unpleaſant- 


neſs to herſelf in conſequence of her doing 
ſo. : 

Sir William ſeemed highly pleaſed with 
Ellen's diſintereſtedneſs on this occaſion, 
and gratificd both the miſtreſs and the 
maid, by making Jenny a very handſome 
nuptial preſent, 


Ellen 
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Ellen received this act of Sir William as 
a farther proof, that his manner of think- 
ing was becoming more congenial to her 
own. Of ſcrvants he generally ſpoke as of 
creatures of a lower order of beings, and 
who were bound if well paid, to conſider 
themſclves, without murmuring, as the 
flaves of caprice, and the victims of ty- 
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ranny. She had feared he would have in- 
veighed at the ingratitude and unfeeling- | 
neſs of Jenny, and ſhe had prepared ſeveral | 
mollifying arguments to make him ſubmit ] 
quietly to the inconvenience her fudden | 
defertion muſt occaſion; ſhe was much de- t 
lighted to find him in fo different a diſpo- f 
fition, and readily acceded to his requeſt, 
that as ſhe had now no Engliſh ſervant, to E 
whoſe ſervices ſhe had been accuſtomed, h 
ſhe would ſupply Jenny's place with a bo- . 
reign one, which he aſſured her ſhe woul! , 1i 

| find much more convenient during her iv t 


. Journ abroad. FO 
Ellen had written to Lady Almeria t 8 


x 
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could ſupply the preſent emergency, and 
the choice ſhe had been obliged to make 
between ſeveral candidates had detained 
her in town. Having fixed upon the leaſt 
exceptionable, ſhe had dimiſſed Jenny, 
and with her new attendant had proceeded 
on her journey. 
Nothing could exceed Mr. Mordaunt's 
diſappointment, when, on his arrival in 
town, he found Ellen had left it; but he 
had ſuch comfortable aſſurances, both from 
Lady Almeria and his ſon, of the ſtate of 
her health, and the eaſe and apparent con- 
tentment of her mind, that he became per- 
tectly ſatisfied in every reſpect but that of 
having miſſed the pleaſure of ſeeing her. 
He imputed the unneceflary hurry which 
had accompanied their departure wholly to 
the ſvlicitude of Sir William, to re-eftab- 
um the health of Ellen, a little aided by 
che pleaſure that it was reaſonable to ſup- 
= pole he would feel in returning to the 
I icenes and habits of foreign courts, as it 
= was very apparent that thoſe of his native 
Y country, 
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country, were not nearly fo pleaſing to 
him. 125 

Mr. Mordaunt returned to Northum- 
berland, well enabled, by the ſatisfaction 
his own mind had received, to tranqu11ize 
the anxious apprehenſions of Ellen's friends 
and well wiſhers, who were, indeed, nume- 
rous as her acquamtance, with only the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of her own mother. 
Mrs. Mordaunt, however, had long ceaſ- 
ed to feel that rancour of diſlike which for 
many years had occaſioned ſo much miſery 
to Ellen: her marriage had removed her 
from the ſituation where her ſuperior qua- 
lities had given Mrs. Mordaunt perpetual 
umbrage; and the power that this marriage 
had eiven Ellen of gratifying many of her 
mother's wiſhes, had in ſome degree con- 
ciated her affections—affections that never 
yielded but to the voice of ſelfiſhnebs, 
Ellen had taken care to ſupply her con- 
ſtantly with fome new faſhionable article of 


dreſs, or furniture; ſhe had written her 


every iaſhionable anecdote. ſhe could col- 
3 | lech 
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lect, and had furniſhed her with every new 
play, or political pamphlet, whick made 
the converſation of the day; and which, 
from being early communicated to Mrs. 
Mordaunt, enabled her to ſupport that ſu- 
periority over her country neighbours, in 
which all the deſires of her ſtill exiſting va- 
nity ſeemed now to center : mortification too 
had humbled her, and though it had not 
corrected the faults of her temper, it had 
made her more careful, to conceal them. 
The conſtant fight of her eldeſt and favorite 
daughter, who, with her two children 
drew their ſcanty ſupport, and to the in- 


convenience of the family, wholly from 


Mr. Mordaunt, was ſuch an undeniable 
proof of the fatal conſequences of her miſ- 
judging pride atd vanity, as compelled her 
to appear to abjure the principle that had 
ied to ſuch faral miſtakes: ſhe no longer 
cared to expreſs a deſire to rule in a family, 
every individual of which ſuffered in one 


way or other from her once unbounded 
| way. A never intermitting diſcontent 


preyed 
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preyed upon her heart, and undermined her 
conſtitution. The marriage of her ſon with 


Lady Almeria, from which ſhe had hoped 
to have derived ſo much ſatisfaction and 


conſequence, yielded her neither one nor 
the other. 
Lady Almeria ſhewed her the moſt 


pointed diſreſpect, never condeicended to 


viſit her, or invited her daughter to partake 
with her in the amuſcments of her country 
houſe, or the gaieties of a London life. 
The unwiſe and unjuſtifiable parciality ſhe 
had manifeſted towards her fon, he repaid, 
rather as if he conſidered the effect than the 


motive: no conſideration for her maternal 


tenderneſs ſoftened with him the cenſure 
which her character ſo well juſtified, and 
he by turns ridicukd and diſregarded her. 
From Mr. Mordaunt, however, ſhe con- 
tinued to receive every mark of conſidera- 
tion and kindneſs, and as her increaſing 
ul health ſoftened his heart towards her 
more and more, all paſt offences were by 
degrees forgotten by him, and ſomething 
like 


\ 
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like his firſt love began to revive in his 


heart. | 
From the contemplation of a character 
fo ſelfiſh as Mrs, Mordaunt's it is relief to 


turn the mind to that of Henry's, 


Stunned as he was at the firſt intelligence 


| of Ellen's journey to the continent, and by 
| the certainty that ſhe was thus removed 
| from his fight and obſervation, yet when 
| he learnt from Lady Almeria her improved 
| health, and apparently recovered eaſe of 
mind, he found ample compenſation for 
every ſelfiſh pang, in the hope that ſhe Was 
now about to reap the reward of a virtue 
and ſtrength of mind, which had proved 
itſelf ſuperior to all the buffetings and 
croſſes of fortune. In the progress, and 
event, as he hoped it would prove, of her 
trials, he acknowledged the force of that 
principle of the mind, which makes the in- 
violable preſervation of a once vowed duty 
tte rule for conduct, and the ſtandard of 
| happineſs, 


Ellen 
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212 PLAIN SENSE. 


Ellen will purſue, thought he, her path 
of rectitude in foreign climes, far, far dif. 
tant it is true, from me, but if Iam en- 


abled to tread the line marked out for 
me, with an equally ſteady foot, then, in 


ſpite of preſent diſtance, and probably fu- 
ture ſeparation, we ſhall meet at laſt - meet 


where no decorum, no unjuſt ſuſpicions, no 
unworthy fear will reſtrain the pleaſures of 
our intercourſe; we ſhall meet where ve 
ſhall be allowably dear to each other thro 
a long and happy eternity, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Happy the man who fees a God employ'd 
| © In all the good and ill that chequer life.“ 


COWPER, 


Want with theſe kind thoughts 
| and flattering hopes the Engliſh friends 
of Ellen endeavoured to conſole themfelves 
| for her abſence, ſhe was purſuing her route 
abroad with much leſs ſatisfaction than ſhe 
had promiſed herſelf. 

| The haſte with which ſhe had quite 
England, had occaſioned that every hour 
| from the moment when the ſcheme was 
firſt ſuggeſted to that in which it had taken 
place, had been wholly occupied with pre- 
| parations for the journey, and ſhe had little 
leiſure or opportunity to attend to the oc- 
cupations of Sir William, who was equally 
N engaged 


212 PLAIN SENSE, 


Ellen will purſue, thought he, her path 
of rectitude in foreign climes, far, far dif. 
tant it is true, from me, but if I am en— : 
abled to tread the line marked out { 
me, with an equally ſteady foot, then, in 
ſpite of preſent diſtance, and probably fu. We 
ture ſeparation, we ſhall meet at laſt—me« 
where no decorum, no unjuſt ſuſpicions, 0 £ 
unworthy fear will reſtrain the pleaſures : 
our intercourſe ; we ſhall meet where ut N 
ſhall be allowably dear to each other thro 7 
a long and happy eternity, 1 
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CHAP. XVI. 


7 « Happy the man who fees a God employ'd 
In all the good and 425 that chequer life.“ 


COWPER, 


VV HILE with theſe kind thoughts 
Ind flattering hopes the Engliſh friends 
| bf Ellen endeavoured to conſole themſelves 
pr her abſence, ſhe was purſuing her route 
broad with much leſs ſatisfaction than ſhe 
} ad promiſed herſelf. 
The haſte with which ſhe had quitted 
f England, had occaſioned that every hour 
m the moment when the ſcheme was 
It ſuggeſted to that in which it had taken 
hace, had been wholly occupied with pre- 
f ) Qrations for the journey, and ſhe had little 
ſure or opportunity to attend to the oc- 
JA a pations of Sir William, who was equally 
'1 engaged 
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engaged with herſelf. In the little commu- 
nication that ſne had with him on any ſubjed 
apart from the one that ſo mutually em- 
ployed their thoughts, ſhe had had reaſon to 
believe him ſatisfied with her, and though 
his ſatisfaction was not accompanied by the 
gaiety that it uſed to be, before any un- 
kindneſs had ariſen between them, yet it 
appeared of that genuine kind which pro. 
miſed continuance and increaſe. 

Ellen, however, ſoon began to fear tha 
her willingneſs to believe the beſt had de. 
ceived her. | 

A profound gravity, almoſt a gloom, 
ſeemed to have pervaded the mind of Sir 
William; he treated her with an. auſtere 
coldneſs, totally different from any thing tha 
ſhe had hitherto ſeen in him; and as the 
burſt of paſſion and fallies of ill-humour ſhe 
had before been expoſed to, had appeared 
the reſult of ſudden and irreſiſtible uſp 


cion, and had therefore ſubſided as the ful £ 
picion vaniſhed, the arbitrary ſeverity tht 2p 
uce 


he now aſſumed towards her, ſeemed 81 


it could only be juſtified by a convict 


\ 
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of her depravity. It was the lordly tone of 
a deſpotic huſband, that he now took upon 
him, and he extended his privileges to the 
regulating the moſt trifling articles of her 
economy: her own ſervant appeared to be 
| particularly the object of his caprice ; repeat- 
edly Ellen was obliged to change her attend- 
; ant, and every ſucceeding one ſeemed bur 
. the more the object of Sir William's diſlike. 
Ellen's corre ſpondence with her Engliſh 
þ friends was more than every thing ile — 
cauſe of offence to Sir William; he re- 
broached her continually, that though in 
perſon ſhe had accompanied hitn abroad, 
her thoughts, her wiſhes, and her aſfections 
vLere in. England; he ſeemed to regard 
every packet ſhe received with ſuſpicion, 
and ſometimes ſcrupled not to hint that 
W they ſhould never be happy together until 


be broke of all intercourſe with every one 
„ but himſelf, : 


Ellen turned a deaf ear to all ſuch inſinu— 
A ations; nothing ſhe was reſolved ſhould in- 
duce her to make ſuch a facrifice of her 
Wduty, nor any thing but force compel her 
= 6 to 


216 PAIN SENSE, 


my friends, I could not love you.” 


to it. © All the affections in a good heart,” un 


would ſhe ſometimes ſay, © are fo cloſely nd 
entwined, that the one cannot be deſtroyed i 
without the deſtruction of the others. II thai 
I did not love my parents, my ſiſters, and 


Sir William underſtood nothing of this, 3 hay 
and as he had given up the hope of being 3 have 
beloved by Ellen, his preſent: unkindneſs ; pea! 
was rather the reſult of ill-humour, than muf 
the effect of jealouſy. Of the guilt of E. Nor: 
len he had no doubt; the readineſs with 1 
which ſhe had concurred in his ſcheme for I tiſen 
leaving England, the cheerfulneſs and good 
humour which had' accompanied this con- U noth 
currence, he conſidered but as parts of that We 
maſs of extended hypocriſy that he believed 
had pervaded her whole conduct, from the put 
firſt hour of their marriage an hypocrily all d 
that ſwelled her guilt in his apprehenſion rank 
beyond all bounds, and excited in his breaſt ever, 
a proportionate reſentment: he had been of tz 


willing to appear duped by it while it cou Was t 


any ways further his own purpoſes, but i We 
was determined to puniſh it by every act « Non 


— 
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q binde and provocation that an irritated 
and revengeful mind could ſuggeſt. 
| In a more generous and candid diſpoſition 
I chan Sir William's, the conciliating and af- 
beckionate manners of Ellen, with the in- 
5 | genuous frankneſs of her ſentiments, muſt 
? have produced different effects; they muſt 
Z have induced a doubt of the ſtrongeſt ap- 
ö pearances that indicated guilt in her; they 
muſt have led to explanation and acquittal ; 
I or at leaſt they muſk have ſuſpended con- 
1 demnation, and withheld the arm of chaſ- 
tiſement. 
F But Sir William's reſolution was taken; 
? nothing could now divert him from his pur- 
l poſe. It is true, had he been entirely maſter 
of himſelf, he would, until the moment of 
. putting it into execution, have concealed 
Fall deſire of vengeance; but the ill paſſions 
Taking! in his heart broke out, in ſpite of 
every effort to the contrary, into paroxyſms 
of tyranny and ill-humour, and poor Ellen 
as the victim of them all. 
he F In theſe circumſtances it is_not to be 
0 if vondered at, if Ellen placed her moſt fer- 
vor. 11, L 


_ diſpoſition and principle of making the bet 
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vent wiſhes on a return to England, or that 
ſhe found little real ſatisfaction from the yz. 
rying objects that occurred; bur till Ellen's 


of every thing, did not forſake her. Her 
perfect good ſenſe directed her to the beſt 
means for attaining this end ; 1t taught her 
to keep her own paſſions under controul, 
it repreſſed the tyranny of imagination, it 
enabled her to balance the real good and 
evil of her fituation, and it ſhewed her that 
in the ſcale of human miſeries there were 
more above than below her. The circum- 
ſtances of every day ſcemed however to 
change this proportion. 

The preſſure of Sir William's ill-humou 
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became ſo pet petual, that Ellen, with all her N 
patience and ingenuity, could ſcarcely contrive N Ai 
to eſcape one moment from its weight; and i pati, 
ſhe hardly knew how to extract one drop no e 
of comfort from any reflection that her prc- N ende 
ſent ſituation or future proſpeRs afforded. 5 toc 

She had nearly loſt all hope that ay WW por 


conduct of her's could meliorate the difpo- Wl of ; 
ſition of Sir William, and ſhe was farther 
confirmed 
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© confirmed in this hopeleſſneſs by conſider- 
j ing that his preſent unkindneſs could not be 
the fruits of any ſuſpicion ariſing from the 
6 events of the paſſing hour. She was ſepa- 
© rated from all who were dear to her—ſhe 
; was alone with Sir William in a world 
3 where there did nor exiſt an individual who 
. engaged her attention, or intereſted her af- 
g ſections: What then could he ſuſpect? what 
ü then could he fear ? It was not poſſible that 
; | the events of the preſent tinge ſhould excite 
þ | either fears or ſuſpicions; this ill treatment 
| | therefore ſhe could only impute to a deep 
f cefencment for former imagined offences, 
to eſtranged affections, and to natural tem- 
I per—evils hopeleſs of cure. 

I Mild reaſonings, cheerful tenderneſs, af- 
} ſectionate attention, and hitherto unwearied 
patience, ſhe had tried in vain; ſhe knew of 
no other remedies, and reſigning hope, ſhe 
I endeavoured to arm herſelf with a double 
. ſtock of fortitude, and thus ſtrove to ſup- 
port with calmneſs and dignity the miſeries 
N of a N ſhe knew not how to eſcape. 

BH "4,0 She 


withdraws not his attention for an inſtant 
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She could hope little from time, except 
as the diſſolver of that union which as long 
as it laſted ſhe was now convinced muſt be 
a ſource of unallayed affliction to her: but 
it was not in Ellen's nature, even in wiſh, 


to eſtabliſh her happineſs on the. death of a 
fellow-creature, nor in her chaſtened and j 
religious mind, to deſire to accelerate to h 
herſelf fo awful a period; ſhe was deſirous WW 5 
in this, as in every other particular, to refer n 
herſelf wholly and without reſerve to the Y 


diſpoſal of a Being, on whoſe wiſdom and 
goodneſs, ſhe had the moſt profound and 
unſhaken reliance. She left events to his 
care, who, in ſuperintending an univerſe, 


from the ſmalleſt atom of which it is com- 
poſed ; and bent her folicitude undivided 
to the right conduct of that part allotted to 
her, end on the performance of which de- 
pended a happineſs, or miſery, as unlimited 
in degree as duration. 

Ellen, judging it expedient, to avoid, i 
poſſible, all e- commiſeration, allowed her- 

ekt! 


— 
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{If little leiſure for reflecting upon her cha- 
grins; ſhe contrived to be almoſt wholly oc- 
cupied by the variety of perſons and things 
that their continual journeyings threw in 
her way, —and as her general knowledge, and 
the cultivation of her mind, fitted her to en- 
joy the beſt converſation, and ſupplied her 
= with obſervations and reflections upon every 
= ſubject of curioſity that occurred either in 
nature or art, however ſhe might be de- 
= prived of happineſs, ſhe was by no means 
© deſtitute of a very intereſting amuſcment. 
© She never yielded to the fupineneſs and 
languor which, from the hopeleſſneſs of her 
* ſorrow, would ſometimes invade her mind; 
| 1 ſhe conſidered it as a ſignal to rekindle her 
activity, and to double her efforts toward 
EY procuring occupation. 

Zz They moved from place to place, ac- 
[2 cording to the will and caprice of Sir Wil- 
Li liam; and having confumed ſome months 
in viſiting ſeveral of the northern Courts 
of Germany, on the ſhores of the Baltic, 
e and in a ſhort reſidence at Berlin, they 
4 3 found 
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8 


found themſelves towards the end of De- 
cember, ſettled in a pleaſant houſe on the 


banks of the Elbe. 


Ellen was, on her firſt arrival at Dreſten 
introduced to Sir William's ſiſter ; ſhe 


found her perfectly well bred, and highly 


accompliſhed, aſſiduous to render her al 
the little offices and attentions that polite- 
neſs required, but apparently without a 
wiſh to cultivate any intimacy with her, be- 
yond what common civility demanded, There 
ſeemed to be little attraction between ther 
characters: Madam Teſchen had been 6 
long abſent from her country, that Eng- 


land had no place in her affections het 
ſentiments and her inclinations were Ger- 


man, and the evident diſregard and coll 


neſs with which Sir William treated Ellen, 1 


muſt unavoidably give her ſuch an unfavor 


able idea of her character, as it could not be f 
expected, in the kind of intercourſe tha ; 
took place between them, Ellen would xs 


able to deſtroy. 


« 


66 


PLAIN SENSE, 223 


CHAP. X VII. 


« Patience herſelf, what goddeſs e'er ſhe be, 
“ Does leſſer blench at ſufferance than ſhe does.” 


SHAKESPEARE, 


. LEN indeed ſoon found that 3 
with Madam Teſchen nor any one elſe 
was it Sir William's wiſh that ſhe ſhould al- 
Leite ; he ſeemed unwilling that ſhe ſhould 
be known, or that ſhe ſhould have it in her 
power to make herſelf friends. 

After ſhe had been introduced at Court, 


Land into all ſuch houſes as Sir William had 
1 een formerly acquainted with, and after 
The had ſeen all that the place afforded 


Fvorthy of curioſity, Sir William made it 


FPpear very evidently, that he never was ſo 


L 4 5 well 
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well pleaſed with her, as when ſhe remained 


mut up in her own habitation, 


This defire of Sir William's to ſeclude 


her from all ſociety, agreed much better 


with her inclinations than her prudence, 
Sir William vas ſeldom at home; and thus 


left to herſelf, and deprived of the means of | | 


indulging the active propenſities of her 
mind, or the benevolent diſpoſitions of her 
heart, ſhe found no intereſt in the common 
occupation which her books or her work 
afforded, ſufficiently powerful at all time 


to ſuſpend the querulouſneſs of regret, a i 


the anticipation. of fear, 


It became abſolutely neceſſary to find F. 
Pre We Ry which from its novelty #7 
might engage her whole attention, In this 


dilemma the advantage that would accrue 


from learning the German tongue occurred ji 
to her. Hitherto ſhe had never, continued 
long enough in any one place to attempt id 


but ſhe had now more than ſufficient leiſure: 


it had been repreſented to her as extreme 


difficult, but this was rather an inducemen 
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to her to attempt to learn it at this time, 


than any diſcouragement. Whatever would 
| : | call for the greateſt exertion of her faculties, 
| 5 and demand the largeſt ſhare of her atten- 
| [ tion, would anſwer her preſent purpoſe in 


ſeeking employment, the beit; the there- 


1} fore reſolved to learn German, and ſhe 
I hoped in the labours of her underitanding 
to forget the ſorrows of her heart. She en- 
tered therefore upon her taſk with avidity ; 
| q her maſter attended her every day, and the 
| j eagerneſs with which ſhe bent her whole 
| : mind to the buſineſs, with her natural ta- 
| 4 lents, ſoon convinced her that the difficul- 
| F ties of the language had been exaggerated. 
She was not however diſappointed in the 
| : main end; the newneſs of the purſuit in- 
tereſted her, it filled her time, and it filled 
: her thoughts—1t prevented her thinking of 
| [ herſelf ;—employment (thought ſhe) is the 
2 great ſecret of contentment. 


She had been thus buſied about ten days, 


ent when Sir William, whom ſhe ſeldom faw 


iin the courſe of the day for more than a 


* few 
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few minutes at a time, and who knew no- 
thing of her new employment, unexpected. 
ly entered her apartment. 

He aſked in Engliſh, angrily and eager- 
ly, what ſhe was about. 

J am learning German,” faid Ellen 
with a ſmile. 

« And do you not know languages 
enow ?” returned he rudely; c what al. 
fectation is this of the love of ſtudy ?” 

Ellen doubted whether ſhe heard him 
aright: amonglt all the foibles of Sir Wil 
liam's character, he had always appeared 
wholly free from the mean jealouſy which 
ſome men betray of female talents and fe- 
male acquirements; on the contrary, ſhe 
Had often heard him declare, that in mar- 


rying he had ſo. ght not merely a miſtreß 
but a companion; and he had ſaid, that he 


choice of her had been as much determined 


by the cultivation of her mind, as by the 
attractions of her perſon, or the ſweetnch ? 


of her temper, 
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It is true, theſe were the fondneſſes of 
his early love, and might be, with reſpect 
to herſelf, no more than the flatteries of it; 
but ſhe had invariably ſeen him ſeek the 
ſociety of the beſt informed females, and he 
had always appeared to have a more than 
common pleaſure in their converſation, 

She knew not therefore to what to impute 
his ſudden diſpleaſure on his diſcovery of 
her deſire to add another language to thoſe 
which ſhe already underſtood, 

« You are not ſerious,” ſaid ſhe, © thit 
my attempt to learn German gives you ot- 
fence ?” 

% Perfectly fo, and I deſire you will im- 
mediately diſmiſs that gentleman there, and 
inform him that you ſhall not again require 
his attendance,” - 

Ellen, turning to the German, told him, 


in French, that ſhe was at preſent particu- 


larly engaged, and that ſhe would let him 


know when {he again wiſhed to ſee him.” 


The man departed, and Ellen, turmng $0 


Sir William, faid, « Pray what am I to un- 
derſtand from all this?“ 
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« That it is my will that you do not learn 


German, and that any farther attempt to ac- 


quire the language will be, on your part, 
an act of diſobedience.” 

« You have ſo little uſed me to ſo au— 
thoritative a ſtyle, that you muſt forgive me 
if I fay I am ſomewhat ſurpriſed with it.“ 

« I know: the new' philoſophy of matri- 
mony, as with every thing elſe, is equality; 
but I believe we were united upon the old 
terms of the wife's obedience and ſubordi- 
nation, and there ought to be nothing ſur— 
priſing if I exact from you no more than 
what you voluntarily engaged to perform.” 

« I chougint I underſtood,” returned Ellen, 
« that you preferred receiving your rights 
in the free- will offering of love, rather than 
in the tribute of duty; if I am not miſtaken, 
of two unhappy people you willbe the moſt 
to be pitied—but you may be aſſured you 


ſhall moſt ſtrictly receive your due.” 


If there ever were a time when I had 


ſuch an option,” faid Sir William with a 
ſigh, ©& is it not gone for ever? Will you, 


4 added 


EOS t 


PLAIN SENSE. 229 


added he, after ſome little pauſe, © will you 
order your maid to fold up thoſe books?“ 
pointing to the German grammar, &c. that 
lay upon the table, © and I will put my 
ſeal on them?“ | 

ce J will do it myſelf,” ſaid Ellen; and im- 
mediately wrapping up all the books and 
papers relating to the intended ſtudy, ſhe 
bound them round with a ſtring, lighted 
her taper, and preſented the parcel and a 
ſtick of ſealing-wax to Sir William. 

W hile ſhe was thus employed, Sir Wil- 
liam regarded her with the moſt fixed and 
melancholy attention. Preſerving an inva- 
riable ſilence, he took the wax from her, 
melted it at the taper, dropped ſome drops 
on the ſtring, and impreſſed it with his ſeal ; 
then caſting up his eyes, © Oh!” exclaimed 
he, with a deep ſigh, © that there were a 


© poſſibility of a doubt! that I might be 
again deceived !” and, fo ſaying, he hurried 
out of the room. 


_« Miſerable inconſiſtency !” ſaid Ellen, 


£2 linking, quite oppreſſed, into a chair, © thus 


ardently 
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ardently to deſire to be beloved, thus aflidy. 
ouſly to deſtroy all ground for affection.“ 

After this incident Sir William ſeemed 
as if more than ever to ſhun being alone 
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5 with Ellen; he appeared as if afraid that ſhe hi 
; might reſume her influence over his mind. fr 


Her preſent ſituation made her particularly 
intereſting; ſhe was again with child, and 
ſhe could not help remarking with ſurpriſe, 
that notwithſtanding Sir William's increal. Wt * 
ing indifference towards her, this circum- [+ B 
ſtance ſeemed to give him much more fi- F * 
tisfaction than he appeared to derive from * 
it when ſhe believed herſelf in the full pol- f 
ſeſſion of his affections. To herſelf it con- n 
| veyed little happineſs. . b 
þ The preſent depreſſed ſtate of her mind, 
and the remembrance. of the bitter diſp- b 
| pointment in which her former hopes from We 
| the ſame ſource had ended, deprived her of 5 t. 
| the power of looking forward to the birth We 
of her child either as an alleviation to her * 
own ſorrows, or as the probable beginning We 
of a ſtate of happineſs to another human 
being. 
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In this manner the winter paſſed away at 
Dreſden: Sir William had been more than 
once abſent from her for two or three nights 
at a time, either engaged in viſits to ſuch of 
his former friends as reſided at ſome diſtance 
from Dreſden, or in purſuit of the ſports 
of the field. For the latter purpoſe he de- 
clared his intention, in the early part of the 
ſpring, of eſtabliſhing himſelf for ſome little 
time in a Saxon village, on the confines of 
Bohemia ; it was a part of the country with 
which he was well acquainted, and which 
would afford him plenty of game; and 
from the liberty of ſporting that he had 
received from many of his friends, it would 
be fully in his power to purſue it. 

Ellen had no reluctance to accompany 
him; ſhe rather hoped advantage from 
change of place, than dreaded any increaſe 
to her preſent chagrins; and Dreſden had 
been too melancholy a ſojourn to her for her 
not to find ſome relief in bidding it adieu. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


« Studiſi ognun giovare altrui, ch' & rade 
« Volte il ben far, ſenza il ſuo prehio ſia.“ 
ARIOSTO, 


Tary were ſoon ſettled in a ſmall houſe 
little better than a cottage, in a ſmall Saxon 


village, ſituated in the mountains that ſepa- 
rate Saxony from Bohemia. Here however, 
having previouſly provided themſelves with 
every neceſſary at Dreſden, they wanted none 
of the comforts and conveniences of lik 
to which they had been accuſtomed. 

Ellen ſoon began to think her ſituation 
much improved; the manners and appeai- 


ance of the villagers became extremely in- 


tereſting to her: in a little hamlet, ſcarce) 
| 25 containing 


- * 5 
FS 
2 8 
5 9 . 
3 1 | 
fd Wo 


PLAIN SENSE. 273 


containing twenty houſes, ſurrounded b 
extenſive foreſts,. and apparently ſhut up by 
rugged and almoſt inacceſſible rocks from 
all intercourſe with civilized life, Ellen 
found a gaiety, a hoſpitality, a ſociability of 
manners, that ſhe had often in vain ſought 
for in more poliſhed ſocicties. Theſe were 
accompanied, it is true, by the hardeſt la- 
bour ; but the virtuous exertions of indivi- 
duals for the ſupport of their reſpective fa- 
milies, ſeemed to be the ſource of, not the 
obſtruction to, the general hilarity. 
Ellen alſo obſerved, with pleaſure, that 
[ almoſt every body could read, and that this 
general diffuſion of knowledge was far from 
being an obſtacle to any of the cares of the 


moſt aſſiduous houſewifery. Clean, active, 
| 5 2 © 5 „ 
and ſpirited, the women particularly charm- 


| I ed her by the beauty of their ſhapes, and 

the animation of their looks; and ſhe more 

than ever regretted the want of a common 
language between them and herſelf, 

In ſpite of this obſtruction to their more 


iintimate intercourſe, Ellen ſpent much of 
| | her 
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the accompanying features of the ſurround: 
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her time in the cottages and in walks 
through the adjacent woods; ſhe longed to 
clamber amongſt the rocks, as ſhe had been 
accuſtomed to do in happier days in dear 
Northumberland, but this her or cir- 
cumſtances forbade. 

Sir William was ſo frequently abend 
that he knew little how ſhe paſſed her time; 
and had he known, it could have made 
no objection, 

One of her favorite walks was round the 
back part of the village through a ſmall 


wood, which led along the ſide of a rivulet, 


which coming ſuddenly to an abrupt and 
ſomewhat' ſteep rock, overgrown by bruſh- 


wood, threw itſelf down with a precipi- 


tancy that produced in miniature one of 
the moſt beautiful caſcades imaginable. The 
path wound gently below this rock, and 
the rivulet, after its fall, reſuming its calm- 
neſs, flowed quietly along the valley 
Immediately at the foot of this rock was 
placed a cottage, which, from its ſituation and 


1g 


dls Goda abr Te ed Addr OR rh nnd 64,5 * * e * 

8 r . A rn * £ 528 
r rays 8 2M Id et UP ag ro Rs 4 A 5 4 8 
N 's 5 WI 


PLAIN SENSE, 235 


ing ſcene, was pictureſque beyond deſcrip- 
tion; and Ellen had often ſtood contempla- 
ting it from above, with a pleaſure inexpreſ- 
ſible, and often had ſhe deſcended to reſt 
herſelf on the bench at its door, and to re- 
ceive the welcome refreſhment of a bowl of 
milk, with which its hoſpitable inhabitants 
were always willing to ſupply her. 

One morning the directed her ſteps to the 
favorite ſpot, and finding herſelf more than 
uſually fatigued with her walk, thought with 
uncommon ſatisfaction of her reſting-place, 
the bench. What then were her grief and 
diſappointment when arriving on the top 
of the rock, from whence firſt the cottage 
could be ſeen, ſhe looked for it in vain? 
The cottage was no more, but from its ſcite 
aroſe a curling ſmoke, which told with too 
much certainty its fate. Of ſelf in ſuch a 
moment no one would have thought. Ellen. 
knew not that ſhe exiſted, but ran with 
a precipitancy round the rock that left her 
nao breath when ſhe arrived at the bottom of it. 
Here ſhe found the ruined and deſolated 
family given up to all the horrors of de- 
z ſpair, 
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ſpair. It conſiſted of a mother, two daugh. 
ters, and three children, the offspring «f 
one of the daughters, the huſband of whom, 


a miner, being at preſent engaged at ſome 


diſtance from his home, had left the help- 
leſs females without that aſſiſtance which 
would probably have averted a calamity, 
which, with a lamentation uſeleſs as their 


own, he would now only be able to deplore. 


On the ſight of Ellen, all the poor {ut- 
ferers gathered around her; the old woman 
graſped her hand, the children caught hold 
of her cloaths, the mother pointed to her 


Tuined cottage, and then to her infants, 
The appeal was irreſiſtible; there was no 
need of language—the note of ſupplication 
1s the ſame in all—Ellen's heart was ever 
reſponſive to its cry; ſhe returned the prel- 
-ſure of the old woman's hand, ſhe embrac- 
ed the children, ſhe took out her purſe—t 
contained not much, for the ſupplies of Sit 


William were no longer regular; but hap: 
pily much was nor wanted. The ruin, it; 


true, was complete, but the means of r 


cover? 
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covery were not very extended Ellen gave 
all ſhe had; it appeared a mine of wealth to 
the receivers, and their expreſſions of grati- 
tude were more than the feeling heart 
of Ellen could bear. The bench was gone, 
but ſhe fat down on a ſtone; and the younger 
ſiſter, who was the firſt to obſerve her emo- 
tion, ran haſtily to the rivulet, and brought 
| her a little water in a wooden bowl; Ellen 
| drank 1 it, and was relieved, and roſe to de- 
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1 part. Again the gratitude of the now happy 
| © family threw. ny at her feet, 


At length eſcaped from theſe, to her, pain- 
? dul effuſions of their feelings, Ellen turned 
ber ſteps home wards with a lightened purſe, 
but with a heart ten times more lightened, 

Sbe had not known a ſenſation ſo delightful 
L | fince the day in which ſhe had relieved the 
| diſtreſſes of the grandſon of old Deborah. 

= © Oh!” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, © how little do 


1 thoſe know of happineſs, who confine it to 
p- . the gratification of ſelf !” 

Ellen now grew ſo near - the time of her 
. confinement, that ſhe began earneltly to 
» | with that Sir Nv illiam would remoye from 
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their preſent ſituation. It had been deter. 
mined that ſhe ſhould lie-in at Vienna, and 
that from thence, after her recovery, they 
ſhould profecute their tour—a tour which 
Ellen no longer wiſhed to be extended. 4 | 
Her wiſhes were fixed on England, and ſh: 
ſometimes thought that if ſhe might be per- {| 
mitted to return thither, with a healthy bab)! 
in her arms, ſhe might ſtill ſecure to herſelf #7 
tolerable portion of happineſs. 4 
Day after day paſſed away, and Sir Wi-! 
liam till found new reaſons for continuing . 
where they were; but at length their removal Þ 
could be delayed no longer, if indeed Ellen F | 
were to arrive at Vienna before her lying-in. Þ 3 
Sir William had for ſome time paſt ſu- F 
pended the unceaſing attention which, . 
their firſt leaving England, he had ſhe's 
to the perſonal attendants upon Ellen; he ; 
preſent ſervant had lived with her ſince he © 
arrival at Dreſden, and ſhe had no reaſon 
to wiſh to change her. Two days, howevr F 
before the day on which it was now fixed ti 
they ſhould leave the village, Sir Willa 


expreſſed the moſt pointed diſapprobatinÞ 
d | L 
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pt her, told of his ſuſpicions of her honeſty, 
romplained of her impertinence, and de- 
red Ellen would diſmiſs her. 

Ellen could not help a little remonſtrat- 
Ing againſt a requeſt, the compliance with 
| \ hich would expoſe her to all the fatigues 
| and inconveniences of a long journey in 
ber preſent helpleſs circumſtances, without 


ee aſſiſtance ſhe had been fo long accuſ- 
b gomed to, and ſhe propoſed that ſhe might 
9 be e allowed to retain her ſervant until her 
. Arrival at Vienna, when ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
n 


5 8 illingly diſcharge her. Sir William urged 
| Ker immediate diſmiſſion; and whatever 
8 'l Pere the inconveniences that Ellen might 
Fer from it, ſhe thought them leſs than thoſe 
[hich attended a conteſt with SirWilliam ;— 

{ e therefore acquieſced, and Sir Wil- 
"= 1 am promiſed to ſeek out ſome peaſant's 
cz aughter, who might accompany them on 
ö 1 eir journey, and continue with Ellen until 
pe could find ſomebody more to her mind 
| ; Vienna. 


1 Fortunately his enquiries were anſwered 
a young perſon who was juſt returned 
b from 


* 


ſunt 
} 4+ © 
* 
* 1 
ui 1 
75 
* 
Mo 
17 
* 
. 
© 
. 
0 
YL 
#1 * 
. 4 
*Y 
ww 
N. 
44 
3 
| 1 
Gn 
i\ 1 
= 
* 
1 
* 
1 * 
kW, * 
5 
P 
$37 1 
12 
8 
. 
| 1 
1 
xz 
b 
Wn 1 . 
33 
BS 
x 
* 
5 
3 
Ls, 
. N 
95 
* 
we 
m4 
#4 
6, 
3 \ 
24 
x - 
K 
1 
of 
r* 
en 
* 4 * 
. 
; 9 
i»! 
39 
5 5 
— 
, — 
75 
* 


& 


1 


240 PLAIN SENSE, 


from ſervice at Dreſden, and ſhe willingly 
conſented to attend upon Ellen as long ay 
ſhe wiſhed her to do ſo. The caprice that 
Sir William manifeſted in theſe particulats 
was not confined to the attendants upon 
Ellen—he had repeatedly parted with his 
own perſonal ſervant, and at this time their 
whole ſuite conſiſted of the newly hired 
Saxon girl, and one footman. 

« We will eſtabliſh ourſelves comforta- 
bly at Vienna,” ſaid Sir William; © already 
we have a good houſe taken there, and [ 
have deſired a female friend of mine to 
hire us ſervants, I will now add to the lil 
a femme de chambre for you.” 

My dear Sir William,“ ſaid Ellen preſſ- 
ing his hand, © how happy ſhould I be if 
you would realize your words—if indeed we 
might have a comfortable eſtabliſhment an 
where ! Long have we wanted it, and ye 


every comfort and every happineſs ſeem ti 


be 1n our power,” | | 
« Be ſatisfied,” ſaid Sir William,“ all wil 
ſoon be as 1t ought to be.” 


END OF VOL II. 


